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The presence or absence of deep peat within, or hydrologically connected to, your Felling Licence Application (FLA) boundary should be determined in accordance with NRW’s Guidance Note GN039 on Assessing afforested deep peat to inform restocking decisions. GN039 explains how to undertake a peat assessment in line with UKFS requirements and how owners and managers of afforested deep peat sites can make informed decisions about whether restocking is the most appropriate future management for the site after harvesting operations. 

Please complete this form to provide details of peat within your FLA boundary and if applicable, the findings of your completed Assessment Tool (AT) and how this has informed your proposed management actions.

Use Table 1 to indicate which criteria in GN039 are relevant to your site with a brief description.

Table 1: Criteria for following GN039 

	Criteria
	Does the site meet this criterion?
(Yes/No and brief description)

	Shown as peat on the Peatlands of Wales Map
	



	Known to be deep peat, 50cm or more(based on existing survey data or knowledge of the site)
	



	Shows characteristics that may indicate deep peat is present (e.g. checked trees)
	



	Hydrologically connected (see Annex 1: Glossary) to an area mapped as deep peat
	



	Hydrologically connected to an area that shows characteristics that may indicate there is deep peat present
	




If you determine that deep peat is present within your FLA boundary, or an area within your FLA boundary is hydrologically connected to a deep peat body off-site, then you should complete the AT, the AT and instructions for completion are explained in GN039. You will be required to calculate a Peat Score (based on survey data) and determine Yield Class, and these results are then linked to a range of future management options. 

As explained in GN039, when completing the AT you should cover the extent of all deep peat present at the site. If the site has clearly distinct areas (e.g. some flat, some on a slope, some checked trees, some with better growth), then you should calculate a peat score for each of these areas separately. Please copy Table 2 as many times as you need when completing the form, based on the number of distinct areas you have. Be sure to name each area clearly to avoid confusion if you are completing multiple versions of Table 2. 

Table 2: Assessment Tool results and management options based on peat score and yield class (by area) 

	Area name
	



	Peat score

	soil type score
	

	depth score
	

	area score 
	

	slope score 
	

	Overall Peat Score 
	

	

	Yield Class 
	


	Recommended option based on GN039
(i.e. option 1 – restocking for timber production, option 2 – successional woodland; or option 3 – peatbog restoration)
	



	Your proposed management approach for this area: 

	




If you wish to provide any further information regarding peat at your site, you may do so in Table 3.

Table 3: Additional information
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