
 

 

 
 

A list of books for young adults on 
the theme of the environment and 
climate change 
 
Learning in, learning about and learning for the natural 
environment 
 
Green Rising by Lauren James 

Gabrielle is a climate-change activist who shoots to fame 
when she becomes the first teenager to display a supernatural 
ability to grow plants from her skin. Hester is the millionaire 
daughter of an oil tycoon and the face of the family business. 
Theo comes from a long line of fishermen, but his parents are 
struggling to make ends meet. 
 
On the face of it, the three have very little in common. Yet 
when Hester and Theo join Gabrielle and legions of other 
teenagers around the world in developing the strange new 
"Greenfingers" power, it becomes clear that to use their ability 
for good, they'll need to learn to work together. But in a time of 
widespread corruption and greed, there are plenty of profit-

hungry organizations who want to use the Greenfingers for their own ends. And not 
everyone would like to see the Earth saved... 
384 pages ꟾ 02/09/2021 
 
 
Harklights by Tim Tilley 

Wick has always lived in the dark and dreadful Harklights 
Match Factory and Orphanage, working tirelessly for greedy 
Old Ma Bogey. He only dreams of escaping, until one day a 
bird drops something impossible and magical at his feet - a 
tiny baby in an acorn cradle... 
 
As midnight chimes, Wick is visited by the Hobs, miniature 
protectors of the forest. Grateful for the kindness shown to 
their stolen child, they offer Wick the chance of a lifetime - 
escape from Harklights and begin a new life with them in the 
wild... 
304 pages ꟾ 13/05/2021 

 



The Last Bear by Michael Morpurgo 
There are no polar bears left on Bear Island. At least, that's 
what April's father tells her when his scientific research 
takes them to this remote Arctic outpost for six months. But 
one endless summer night, April meets one. He is starving, 
lonely and a long way from home. Determined to save him, 
April begins the most important journey of her life... 
320 pages ꟾ 06/01/2022 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Beasts of Pray by Ayana Grey 
Magic doesn't exist in the broken city of Lkossa anymore, 
especially for girls like sixteen-year-old Koffi. Indentured to 
the notorious Night Zoo, she cares for its fearsome mythical 
creatures to pay off her family's debts. But when they are 
threatened by the Zoo's cruel master, Koffi unleashes a 
power she doesn't fully understand.  As the son of a 
decorated hero, Ekon destined to become an elite warrior. 
Until a fire at the Night Zoo upends his future and, on the 
brink of his final rite of passage, Ekon is cast out - his 
reputation left in tatters. 
 
For Koffi and Ekon, the outlook is bleak - unless they can 

capture the Shetani, the vicious monster that plagues their city. As Koffi and Ekon 
enter the Greater Jungle, a world steeped in wild magic and danger, the tentative 
alliance between them is tested to the extreme. 
496 Pages ꟾ 03/03/2022 
 
 

You & Me at the End of the World by Brianna 
Bourne 
This is no ordinary apocalypse... Hannah wakes up to 
silence. The entire city around her is empty, except for one 
other person: Leo. Stuck with only each other, they explore a 
world with no parents, no friends, and no school and realise 
that they can be themselves, instead of playing the parts 
everyone expects of them. Together, they search for 
answers amid crushing isolation. But while their empty world 
may appear harmless . . . it's not. Because nothing is quite 
as it seems, and if Hannah and Leo don't figure out what's 
going on, they might just be torn apart forever. 
368 pages ꟾ 05/08/2021 

 
 



The Summer We Turned Green by William Sutcliffe 
It's the summer holidays, and thirteen-year-old Luke's life has 
been turned upside down. First his older sister Rose moved 
'across the road', where a community of climate rebels is 
protesting the planned airport expansion. Then his dad 
followed her. Dad only went to get Rose back, but now he's 
out there building totem poles, wearing sandals and drinking 
mead (whatever that is) with the best of them... Can Luke 
save his family when all they want to do is save the planet? 
352 Pages ꟾ 08/07/2021 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
City of Rust by Gemma Fowler 

Railey dreams of winning the drone races with her bio-robotic 
gecko friend, Atti. But when a bounty hunter crashes their 
biggest race yet, the pair are forced to flee to the feared 
Junker clans who mine the rubbish orbiting the Earth. 
Rescued by a couple of Junker kids, they discover a danger 
bigger than anything they'd imagined - but can three kids, a 
gecko and an ancient computer save the world against the 
huge trash bomb (and its power-crazed creator) threatening 
to destroy the world? 
352 Pages ꟾ 04/03/2021 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Supreme Lie by Geraldine McCaughrean 

Fifteen-year-old Gloria is maid to Afalia's tyrannical Head of 
State, Madame Suprema. When the country is hit by 
unprecedented flooding, Madame Suprema runs away, 
fearing she will be blamed for the crisis. To cover up this 
cowardly act, Gloria is made to step into Madame Suprema's 
shoes and is thrust into a world of corrupt and desperate 
politicians. As Gloria becomes aware of the forces toying 
with her every move, she must take decisions that could 
save, or end, thousands of lives - including her own... 
416 Pages ꟾ 15/04/2021 
 
 
 
 



Moondust by Gemma Fowler 
A miracle energy source, Lumite, has been discovered on the 
moon. The dark days of future Earth - torn apart by war and 
energy crisis - finally appear to be over. Aggie is the violet-
eyed poster girl for the mining company, Lunar Inc, persuaded 
to campaign for a hopeful new future. But a chance meeting 
with one of the prisoner-miners, the darkly attractive Danny, 
changes her mind about everything she knows about her 
world ... 
304 Pages ꟾ 02/03/2017 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Deep Secret by Berlie Doherty 
Grace put out her hand, almost touching the mirror. Her image 
did the same. 'There's another world in there.' 'We could float 
in and out of it.' Deep in a Derbyshire valley live two girls, 
twins, so alike that even their family can't tell them apart. But 
tragedy is waiting. When the valley is sold to be flooded for a 
huge dam, the villagers are forced to leave their homes. Deep 
secrets are uncovered. New characters enter their lives and 
desires, love and grief come to the surface. 
368 Pages ꟾ 02/01/2020 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Island of Missing Trees by Elif Shafak 
Two teenagers, a Greek Cypriot and a Turkish Cypriot, meet 
at a taverna on the island they both call home. The taverna is 
the only place that Kostas and Defne can meet in secret, 
hidden beneath the blackened beams from which hang 
garlands of garlic and chilli peppers, and in the centre, growing 
through a cavity in the roof, a fig tree.  The fig tree witnesses 
their hushed, happy meetings and is there when war breaks 
out and witnesses the capital being reduced to rubble.  The 
teenagers vanish. 
 
Decades later, Kostas returns - a botanist, looking for native 
species - looking, really, for Defne. The two lovers return to the 

taverna to take a clipping from the fig tree and smuggle it into their suitcase, bound 
for London.  Years later, the fig tree in the garden is their daughter Ada's only 
knowledge of a home she has never visited, as she seeks to untangle years of 
secrets and silence and find her place in the world. 
368 Pages ꟾ 07/04/2022 



The Lost Whale by Hannah Gold 
Rio has been sent to live with a grandmother he barely 
knows in California, while his mum is in hospital back home. 
Alone and adrift, the only thing that makes him smile is 
joining his new friend Marina on her dad's whale watching 
trips. That is until an incredible encounter with White Beak, 
a gentle giant of the sea changes everything. But when 
White Beak goes missing, Rio must set out on a desperate 
quest to find his whale and somehow save his mum. 
320 Pages ꟾ 31/03/2022 
 
 
 

 
 
The Time Traveller and the Tiger by Tania Unsworth 

Elsie is not looking forward to the long summer holiday with 
her creaky, old Uncle John. But then the unimaginable 
happens as Time unravels and Elsie tumbles back to 1940s 
India to meet her Uncle John as a young boy on a tiger hunt. 
Can Elsie stop him from doing what he's already told her is a 
wrong he can never right? 
 
Face to face with the mightiest and most majestic predator in 
the jungle, Elsie is in awe of the tiger's beauty. She's on a 
mission to have the adventure of a lifetime, save the tiger and 
change the future. 
368 Pages ꟾ 08/07/2021 
 
 

 
 
Force of Nature by Jane Harper 

Five women reluctantly pick up their backpacks and start 
walking along the muddy track. Only four come out the 
other side.  The hike through the rugged landscape is 
meant to take the office colleagues out of their air-
conditioned comfort zone and teach resilience and team 
building. At least that is what the corporate retreat website 
advertises. 
 
Federal Police Agent Aaron Falk has a particularly keen 
interest in the whereabouts of the missing bushwalker. Alice 
Russell is the whistleblower in his latest case - and Alice 
knew secrets. About the company she worked for and the 
people she worked with.  Far from the hike encouraging 
teamwork, the women tell Falk a tale of suspicion, violence 

and disintegrating trust. And as he delves into the disappearance, it seems some 
dangers may run far deeper than anyone knew. 
432 Pages ꟾ 28/06/2018 



Exodus by Julie Bertagna  
It is 2099 – and the world is gradually drowning, as mighty 
Arctic ice floes melt, the seas rise and land disappears 
forever beneath storm-tossed waves. For fifteen-year-old 
Mara, her family and community, huddled on the fast-
disappearing island of Wing, the new century brings flight. 
Packed into tiny boats, a terrifying journey begins to a 
bizarre city that rises into the sky, built on the drowned 
remains of the ancient city of Glasgow. But even here there 
is no safety and, shut out of the city, Mara realizes they are 
asylum-seekers in a world torn between high-tech wizardry 
and the most primitive injustice. To save her people, Mara 
must not only find a way into the city, but also search for a 
new land and a new home . . . 
336 Pages ꟾ 01/03/2002 

 
 

The Ones We’re Meant to Find by Joan He 
Cee awoke on an abandoned island three years ago. With no idea 
of how she was marooned, she only has a rickety house, an old 
android, and a single memory: she has a sister, and Cee needs to 
find her. 
 
STEM prodigy Kasey wants escape from the science and home 
she once trusted. The eco-city—Earth’s last unpolluted place—is 
meant to be sanctuary for those committed to planetary protection, 
but it’s populated by people willing to do anything for refuge, even 
lie. Now, she’ll have to decide if she’s ready to use science to help 
humanity, even though it failed the people who mattered most.  
384 pages ꟾ 04/05/2021 
 
 
 

 
Want suggestions of book titles on the same theme in Welsh? 
 
A list we’ve developed with the Books Council of Wales is available on our 
‘Ieithoedd, llythrennedd a chyfathrebu yn yr awyr agored’ webpage. 
 
 
Looking for more learning resources, information and data?  
 
Please contact: education@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk  
 
or go to https://naturalresources.wales/learning 
 
Alternative format: large print or another language, please contact:  
 
enquiries@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk  
 
0300 065 3000 

https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/education-learning-and-skills/looking-for-learning-resources/learning-resources-search-by-topic/language-literacy-and-communication-outdoors/?lang=cy
mailto:education@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
https://naturalresources.wales/learning
mailto:enquiries@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk

