
Application for a European Protected Species Licence: Dormouse

Method Statement - Forestry or Woodland Harvesting Operations (excluding coppice)

This document accompanies the Natural Resources Wales Application for a European Protected Species licence – Forestry or Woodland Operations.  It is designed to help forest and woodland owners / managers supply the information required as part of the licence application, and to provide guidance on reasonable techniques to minimise disturbance to dormice. If you are coppicing your woodland or undertaking other works (non-harvesting), please use the ‘Method Statement - Coppicing & Minor Works’ form (in preparation). 

We recommend you read the Forestry Commission Wales (FCW) guidance ‘Woodland Management in the Presence of European Protected Species: guidance for compliance with the Habitats Regulations – Dormice’ (available at www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-769erv and henceforth referred to as ‘FCW dormouse Habitats Regulations guidance’) before completing this form. The Dormouse Conservation Handbook (available to download at www.naturalengland.org.uk) gives additional information on managing woodlands for dormice.
Your forest / woodland will be referred to in this document as your ‘woodland unit’ (following the FCW dormouse Habitats Regulations guidance). ‘Woodland unit’ is defined as the total area of the forest / woodland in question in the control of the forester / landowner / manager; whether being worked or not (but excluding low favourability habitat as described below). Several ‘pockets’ of woodland connected by hedgerows would count as one woodland unit. Dormice tend to be concentrated in ‘favourable habitat’ as described in the FCW dormouse Habitats Regulations guidance, but recent research shows that they will also use less favourable habitat (for example conifer stands). For the purpose of this document, we have therefore identified three levels of habitat favourability for dormice; high, medium and low (see Table 1 below). Low favourability habitat can be excluded from this licence application, and not counted as part of the woodland unit. 

Table 1: Habitat favourability for dormice

	Level
	Explanation

	High
	Presence of most of the favourable features listed in Table 1 of the FCW dormouse Habitats Regulations guidance (www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-769erv)

	Medium
	Woodland with some of the favourable features listed in Table 1 of the FCW dormouse Habitats Regulations guidance OR any woodland/scrub within 150 metres of high favourability habitat 

	Low
	Woodland with no favourable features, AND where there is no connected, high favourability habitat within 150 metres. Such areas can be excluded from the ‘woodland unit’


1. Maps

Please include the following maps of your woodland unit, with a clear key:

a. Location map (scale 1:25000 or as appropriate).

b. Stock map (scale 1:10000 / 1:5000 or as appropriate), indicating planned operations (e.g. clearfell & thinning coupes; by year if appropriate)1.

c. Map showing favourability of habitat stands for dormice (colour-coded, based on Tables 2 & 3 [see below]). This could be combined with Map 1b.

d. Restock or Future Species map (including natural regeneration) where applicable.

1 Please include as much information as possible, including access tracks / storage of timber etc. where feasible.

2. Is there any evidence of dormice within or near your forest / woodland?

Please append any records of dormice within 3km of your forest / woodland (for example, from your Local Records Centre; contact details available at www.lrcwales.org.uk 

a. Are there records for dormice within 3km of your forest / woodland?
YES
NO
(Please delete as applicable)

b. Have any dormouse surveys been carried out, for example a hazelnut search or a nest-tube or nest-box survey? Please see the FCW dormouse Habitats Regulations guidance for further details, and append any survey results / monitoring reports.

3. What is the likely distribution of dormice in your forest / woodland?

Table 2 below is designed to help you assess the likely distribution of dormice in your woodland unit. Please divide your woodland unit into ‘sub-compartments’ of broadly similar habitat. In order to avoid repetition, please combine those sub-compartments that are of similar age and canopy species into one row (see example). Please add rows to the table or continue on a separate sheet if necessary.

Table 2: Habitat assessment

	Sub-compartment1
	Area of subcompartment (ha)
	Canopy tree species (include approx. % cover of broadleaves: BL)
	Understorey  / shrub layer species
	Density of understorey / shrub layer. See codes below2
	ASNW / PAWS3 
	Age of canopy trees
	Favourability of habitat for dormice (High / Medium) 4

	Example: c1, c3, c4 & c5
	Total: 40ha
	Oak, sycamore (100% BL)
	Birch, holly, bramble
	Moderate
	ASNW
	Oak -150 yrs
	High

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total area of woodland unit (ha)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total area of high favourability dormouse habitat (ha)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


1 Please ensure these codes cross-reference clearly to the maps provided in Section 1.
2  Dense / moderate / sparse. Please include bramble patches in this assessment.

3 Please indicate if the sub-compartment is Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland (ASNW) or a Planted Ancient Woodland Site (PAWS) (Ancient Woodland Inventory available from NRW or FCW)

4 See Table 1 above, and refer to the FCW dormouse Habitats Regulations guidance. Low favourability habitat can be excluded from this licence application, and not counted as part of the woodland unit.
4. Guidance on working methodology (harvesting operations)

Please refer to Table 3 below for guidance on minimum requirements to progress a licence application. Best practice is also detailed, to be followed where possible. Specific guidance on working methodologies is provided in Section 6.
Table 3: Guidance on minimum requirements and best practices in relation to dormice – harvesting operations

	
	Minimum requirements
	Best practice

	
	Woodland Unit <10ha
	Woodland Unit >10ha
	

	CLEARFELL
	Time of year
	No working June – August inclusive
	Work in September – October / April – May 

	
	Maximum % of land area to be clearfelled in any 5 year period
	Woodland unit: 20% 

High favourability habitat: 15% 
	Woodland unit: 33% 

High favourability habitat: 25%
	

	
	Coupe size in high favourability habitat
	Maximum 1ha
	Maximum 3ha
	0.3-0.5ha

	
	Coupe size in medium favourability habitat
	Maximum 2ha
	Maximum 10ha
	0.3-0.5ha

	

	THINNING
	Time of year
	No working June – August inclusive
	Work in September – October / April – May

	
	Maximum % of land area to be thinned in any 5 year period (3 years in some circumstances, see note 1 below)
	Woodland unit: 33% 

High favourability habitat: 25%
	Woodland unit: 50% 

High favourability habitat: 33%
	


	NB. If more than one type of management is planned for a unit (e.g. clearfell and thinning), total operations must not exceed the maximum permissible for thinning (i.e. 50% in woodlands >10ha and 33% in woodlands <10ha in any 5 year period).



 A 3 year period may be acceptable if thinning will result in an increase in favourability of habitat for dormice. Please indicate below if this is proposed, and explain why the resulting habitat will be more favourable for dormice:

5. Your Proposed Works (harvesting operations)

Please fill in Table 4 below for the period the licence will cover (up to 5 years), and continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Please specify the dates you require your licence to cover – From:                                      To:                                     (use format dd/mm/yyyy)

Please also specify if you have had a Habitats Regulations licence to undertake works within the last 5 years, and give the licence number if applicable:                                         
Table 4: Works planned (harvesting)

	Total area of woodland unit (ha)
	

	Total area of high favourability dormouse habitat in the woodland unit (ha)
	

	Clearfell
	Thinning

	Total area of all clearfell coupes (ha)
	
	Total area of all thinning coupes (ha)
	

	% woodland unit to be clearfelled
	
	% woodland unit to be thinned
	

	Area of high favourability habitat to be clearfelled (ha)
	
	Area of high favourability habitat to be thinned (ha)
	

	% high favourability habitat to be clearfelled
	
	% high favourability habitat to be thinned
	

	Months during which works will take place
	
	Months during which works will take place
	

	Maximum coupe size in high favourability dormouse habitat (ha)
	
	
	

	Maximum coupe size in medium favourability dormouse habitat (ha)
	
	
	

	Total area to be restocked with native broadleaf species / left to natural regeneration (ha)
	
	
	


6. Works planned (specific)

Each section below gives advice on techniques to minimise impacts upon dormice. Please show which techniques you will be using in high favourability (High) and medium favourability (Medium) habitat by ticking the relevant boxes. Shaded boxes represent the minimum requirements. If you do not tick a shaded box, please explain your reasons and provide an alternative course of action in the ‘additional information’ section.  For example, ‘timber cannot be stacked on sparsely vegetated ground because there is no suitable sparsely vegetated level ground and therefore ….?’ or ‘health and safety reasons mean this action is not possible in this woodland’.  Unshaded boxes demonstrate best practice, which is optional but which we advise is followed wherever practical. 

Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary, clearly cross-referenced. NRW may contact you for further information in this instance.

Please remember that compliance with this document will be a requirement of any licence granted, and is therefore legally binding.

EXAMPLE

b) Clearfelling:

	High
	Medium
	Technique

	
	
	i. No clearfelling will be undertaken

	(
	(
	ii. Adjacent coupe/s will not be clearfelled within 10 years (minimum requirement)

	(
	
	iii. Where a clearfell divides two areas of  adjacent habitat work the site so that the brash mats link the remaining areas or link brash mats, preferably every 50-100m so that the uncrushed edges of the mats are linked across the open space where the trees have been felled, to provide routes for dormice across the felled area.

	(
	(
	iv. Coupes will be distributed throughout woodland retaining connections between undisturbed habitat

	(
	
	v. Broadleaf standards will be retained

	(
	
	vi. Broadleaves will be included in the restock planting scheme

	
	(
	vii. In conifer restocks a buffer zone 20m wide round the coupe perimeter will be left unstocked for broadleaf regeneration, in order to encourage a ‘network’ of dormouse habitat

	(
	
	viii. Adjacent coupe/s will not be clearfelled for 15-20 years (best practice)

	(
	
	ix. Shrubs will be retained

	(
	(
	x. Mechanical clearance or chemical treatment of broadleaved regrowth will not be undertaken

	(
	(
	xi. Any weak broadleaf whips will be coppiced

	Additional information

	iii) In the Medium favourability habitat brash mats will be left in rows to enable access for ground preparation equipment needed before restocking with conifers later this year.

vii) The restocking plan in the High favourability habitat is broad leaf only so buffer zone is not relevant.


a) Guidance for operatives:

	Tickbox
	Technique

	
	i. A ‘tool box talk’ will be given to all operatives, explaining that dormice are present in the forest / woodland, they are a protected species and that works are being carried out under licence. All operatives will be shown a completed copy of Section 6 of this Method Statement, and working requirements under the licence will be clearly explained1.

	
	ii. Photographs of dormice and their nests will be shown to all operatives, and the likely locations of nests throughout the year will be explained (May to October – in the canopy / scrub; November to April – on the ground). In the unlikely event that a dormouse or dormouse nest is found, work in the immediate area will stop and either the NRW Regional Species Officer or a suitably qualified and licensed ecologist will be contacted for advice before works continue (contact details in section 8).


1 NRW intend to produce a guidance note on how to undertake dormouse tool-box talks. In the mean-time, please refer to the Dormouse Conservation Handbook.

b) Clearfelling:

	High
	Medium
	Technique

	
	
	i. No clearfelling will be undertaken

	
	
	ii. Adjacent coupe/s will not be clearfelled within 10 years (minimum requirement)

	
	
	iii. Adjacent coupe/s will not be clearfelled for 15-20 years (best practice)

	
	
	iv. Where a clearfell divides two areas of  adjacent habitat work the site so that the brash mats link the remaining areas or link brash mats, preferably every 50-100m so that the uncrushed edges of the mats are linked across the open space where the trees have been felled, to provide routes for dormice across the felled area1

	
	
	v. Coupes will be distributed throughout woodland retaining connections between undisturbed habitat

	
	
	vi. Broadleaf standards will be retained

	
	
	vii. Broadleaves will be included in the restock planting scheme

	
	
	viii. In conifer restocks a buffer zone 20m wide round the coupe perimeter will be left unstocked for broadleaf regeneration, in order to encourage a ‘network’ of dormouse habitat

	
	
	ix. Shrubs will be retained

	
	
	x. Mechanical clearance or chemical treatment of broadleaved re-growth will not be undertaken

	
	
	xi. Any weak broadleaf whips will be coppiced

	Additional information

	1 Please provide details of how linkages across the clearfell will be maintained.




c) Thinning:

	High
	Medium
	Technique

	
	
	i. No thinning will be undertaken

	
	
	ii. Overhead connection routes across racks will be maintained at every opportunity, ideally at least every 100m1

	
	
	iii. Broadleaf standards will be retained

	
	
	iv. Thinning coupes will be distributed throughout the forest / woodland, retaining connections between undisturbed habitat

	
	
	v. Line thinning: No more than one row will be removed (i.e. 1 in 6, not 2 in 12).

	
	
	vi. Mechanical clearance or chemical treatment of broadleaved regrowth will not be undertaken

	
	
	vii. The ‘string of beads’ technique will be used (contact FCW for further advice) 

	
	
	viii. Racks will be ‘scalloped’ to leave selected overhanging canopy trees (contact FCW for further advice)

	
	
	ix. Selection felling will be employed

	Additional information

	


1 This may be achieved by leaving standards to form these connections, or where appropriate tying overhead branches together

d) Machinery & felling/extraction techniques: 

	High
	Medium
	Technique

	
	
	i. Hand tools (including chainsaws) will be the only machinery used

	
	
	ii. From November to March inclusive (when dormice are hibernating), a harvester will be used to cut and remove trees from the matrix of the stand without the trunk touching the ground

	
	
	iii. Timber will be extracted along the minimum number of extraction routes possible

	
	
	iv. Overhead or ground-level brash connection routes across extraction / access routes will be maintained at least every 100m1

	
	
	v. Timber will be extracted using a forwarder rather than a skidder

	Additional information

	1 This may be achieved by leaving standards to form these connections, or where appropriate tying overhead branches together


e) Timber stacking & removal: 
	High
	Medium
	Technique

	
	
	i. Timber will be removed immediately after felling (if yes, go to 6f)

	
	
	ii. If timber must be stacked within the forest / woodland: it will be stacked on sparsely vegetated ground

	
	
	iii. Remove timber stack between 1 April & 30 September or in the same winter/spring work period as when stacked.

	Additional information

	


f) Removal of brash: 

	High
	Medium
	Technique

	
	
	i. Brash will be left in piles within the forest / woodland or used for ‘brash mats’ (see 6b) or for dead-hedging

	
	
	ii. If brash is to be removed: it will be removed immediately 

	
	
	iii. No brash burning will take place within the woodland unit

	
	
	iv. Brash will be extracted along the minimum number of extraction routes possible

	Additional information

	


g) Scrub cutting: Dormouse populations can be at their highest in dense scrub areas, and scrub removal may have a significant impact upon dormice. If any dense scrub is to be managed, the following recommendations will minimise impact upon dormice. The NRW Regional Species Officer may contact you for further information. Please specify the area (ha) of scrub to be cleared, the density of the scrub and the dominant species:
Area (ha) of scrub to be cleared:                    .

Density of the scrub (dense / moderate / sparse):                    .

Dominant species:                                                                                                                                                                                                                .
	High
	Medium
	Technique

	
	
	i. Scrub will be cut by hand tools only (including chainsaw). If this isn’t possible, please specify the machinery to be used on a separate sheet.

	
	
	ii. Scrub will not be cut June – August inclusive (to avoid the breeding period for dormice)

	
	
	iii. Scrub will be cut in September – October and/or April – May

	
	
	iv. If cutting in November to March inclusive, scrub will be cut to no less that 1 foot above ground level, and ground disturbance will be minimised

	
	
	v. No more than 50m wide ‘bands’ of scrub will be cut in any one day

	
	
	vi. No more than 10% of scrub within the whole woodland unit will be removed within a 5 year period

	
	
	vii. If >0.25ha of scrub is to be lost permanently (even if spread out over the woodland unit), appropriate compensation will be undertaken in consultation with the NRW Regional Species Officer (please also refer to 6i)

	Additional information

	


 h) Scarification / ploughing / cultivation:
	High
	Medium
	Technique

	
	
	i. No scarification, ploughing or cultivation will be undertaken

	
	
	ii. Scarification, ploughing and/or cultivation will be undertaken within the first year after felling

	
	
	iii. Scarification, ploughing and/or cultivation will not be undertaken November to March inclusive (to avoid injury to hibernating dormice)

	
	
	iv. A 20m buffer zone will be left around felled areas to regenerate naturally

	Additional information

	


i) Compensation: Please find below some measures that may improve habitat for dormice in your forest / woodland, to compensate for the disturbance and temporary habitat loss caused by forestry operations. For standard forestry operations, compensation is unlikely to be required so long as techniques to minimise impacts upon dormice are followed; however it is recommended that loss of >0.25ha of dense scrub (see 6g) is compensated at a reasonable level. Any of the measures below would be welcomed if they are practical, and additional guidance can be found in the FCW dormouse Habitats Regulations guidance, and the Dormouse Conservation Handbook. Please provide further details on a separate sheet if necessary. 

	Tick-box
	Technique

	
	i. Surrounding hedgerows will be laid / planted up to reduce gaps (laying of hedges will be phased over 3-5 years)

	
	ii. An adjacent / nearby area will be allowed to regenerate naturally into scrub

	
	iii. Dormouse nest boxes will be erected within the woodland unit. Please specify how many in ‘Additional Information’ below

	
	iv. An area of the woodland will be coppiced in a manner favourable to dormice (this would need to covered by a conservation licence from NRW)

	
	v. The dormouse population will be monitored: 

Details of dormouse monitoring using nest boxes can be found in the Dormouse Conservation Handbook (Section 3.2.5). A local wildlife group may be interested in monitoring your site and results can be submitted to the National Dormouse Monitoring Programme if there are at least 50 boxes. For advice on grants and other assistance, please refer to the contacts in Section 10 of the Dormouse Conservation Handbook.

	
	vi. Other beneficial management for dormice will be undertaken (please specify below) 

	Additional information

	


For any other operations that are not covered by this guidance (including permanent loss of tree cover / scrub, work in biofuel plantations), please contact the NRW Regional Species Officer (contact details in Section 8) for advice.

7. Consultations

Please provide details of any consultations you have undertaken as part of this licence application (including name, organisation & date of consultation)

8. NRW Regional Species Officer Contact Details

	North & Mid Region
	South & East Region

	Anglesey, Conwy, Denbighshire, Gwynedd, Flintshire, Wrexham, Ceredigion, North Powys
	(Blaenau Gwent, Bridgend, Caerphilly, Cardiff, Merthyr Tydfil, Monmouthshire, Newport, Rhondda Cynon Taff, Torfaen, Vale of Glamorgan) Camarthenshire,  Neath Port Talbot, Swansea, South Powys

	Species Officer

Natural Resources Wales

Chester Rd

Buckley

Flintshire

CH7 3AJ

 Email: northandmid.species@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
	Species Officer

Natural Resources Wales

Unit 7, Castleton Court

Fortran Road

St. Mellons

Cardiff. CF11 9NZ

Email: southwalespseciesteam@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk



