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About Natural Resources Wales 
 
Natural Resources Wales’ purpose is to pursue sustainable management of natural 
resources. This means looking after air, land, water, wildlife, plants and soil to 
improve Wales’ well-being, and provide a better future for everyone. 

 
 
Evidence at Natural Resources Wales 
 
Natural Resources Wales is an evidence based organisation. We seek to ensure that 
our strategy, decisions, operations and advice to Welsh Government and others are 
underpinned by sound and quality-assured evidence. We recognise that it is critically 
important to have a good understanding of our changing environment.  
  
We will realise this vision by:  
 Maintaining and developing the technical specialist skills of our staff; 
 Securing our data and information;  
 Having a well resourced proactive programme of evidence work;   
 Continuing to review and add to our evidence to ensure it is fit for the challenges 

facing us; and  
 Communicating our evidence in an open and transparent way. 
 
This Evidence Report series serves as a record of work carried out or commissioned 
by Natural Resources Wales. It also helps us to share and promote use of our 
evidence by others and develop future collaborations. However, the views and 
recommendations presented in this report are not necessarily those of NRW and 
should, therefore, not be attributed to NRW. 
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1. Executive Summary  
 
Natural Resources Wales (NRW) maintains, and will continue to maintain, a shared 
interest in the Register of Historic Landscapes (RHL) with Cadw and the four Welsh 
archaeological trusts (WATs).  
 
The RHL is a material consideration in the planning process, planning advice will need 
to be provided for those developments that may have more than a local impact on the 
RHL. NRW and Cadw, as principal sponsors of the RHL, both have an interest in 
ensuring that arrangements for providing planning advice are robust. 
 
The four WATs provide advice relating to the RHL to planning authorities where they 
already provide historic environment planning advice.  Cadw funding provides a base 
level initial advisory service for this.   
 
NRW and the four WATs have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) that 
outlines how the organisations will collaborate and cooperate for the benefit of Wales’ 
historic and natural environments. A well-managed, protected and understood natural 
and historic environment that integrates the historic environment within Natural 
Resource Management will help to realise the potential of the natural and historic 
environment assets in contributing to the economic and social vitality of Wales. 
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2. Building capacity 
 
CPAT has continued to work closely with NRW staff to undertake the various task 
outlined by the MoU and liaison between the various bodies has promoted a better 
understanding on both sides.  The need for training is seen as an ongoing process and 
it is hoped that a similar event to the one staged in 2016-17 can soon be offered. 
 
In addition to this CPAT has also attended meetings to review the MoU, although some 
of the hoped for Annexes have still to be completed, what is there seems to operating 
well.  Meetings have discussed various planning applications effecting Registered 
Historic Landscapes and the ASIDOHL process in general. 
 
CPAT has implemented a number of database and computer program changes that 
have made it easier to handle the recording of the data necessary to track 
developments within the remit of the MoU. 
 

3. Planning Applications in Registered Historic Landscapes 
 
CPAT was consulted on, or called in, 150 applications which fell within Registered 
Historic Landscapes during 2017-18.  These were submitted in all six planning 
authority areas covered by the Trust.   
 
Although most of these applications have required some form of historic environment 
intervention, both pre and post consent, there have been none, after consultation with 
Cadw and NRW, that have required a recommendation for ASIDOHL2 assessment.  
150 is an increase on last year’s figure, although almost all of the applications are for 
small scale development which do not require consideration under ASIDOHL2  
 
The breakdown of figures within each RHL is interesting however as there have been 
significant increases in some areas - namely the Middle Usk Valley, the Clwyedog 
Valley, the Powys part of the Middle Wye Valley and the Vale of Montgomery.  The 
reason for these increases is unclear although it may just be a general upturn in the 
numbers of planning applications across CPAT’s area as a whole.  There has also 
been a modest increase in the numbers of Pre-Planning inquiries, from 3 to 10, 
although again these are generally for modestly sized developments. 
 
The table below summarises those applications falling within Registered Historic 
Landscapes that have attracted an archaeological response from CPAT.  A fuller table 
showing the nature of the applications and CPAT’s individual responses is included as 
Table 2.   
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Table 1:   Summary of planning applications received during 2017-19 that effect 
Registered Historic Landscapes 
 
Local Planning Authority Registered Historic Landscape Number of 

applications 
or enquiries 

Brecon Beacons National 
Park 

East Fforest Fawr and Mynydd-y-
Glog      

1 

Middle Usk Valley: Brecon and 
Llangorse                                                                                                               

27 

Middle Wye Valley                                                                                                            14 
Conwy County Borough 
Council 

Denbigh Moors 2 

Denbighshire County Council         Berwyn 0 
Denbigh Moors 1 
Lower Elwy Valley 0 
Vale of Clwyd 17 
Vale of Llangollen and Eglwyseg                                                                                              2 

Flintshire County Council           Holywell Common & Halkyn 
Mountain                                                                                                                     

3 

Vale of Clwyd 1 
Powys County Council Caersws Basin                                                                                                                6 

Clywedog Valley                                                                                      13 
Elan Valley 4 
Middle Usk Valley: Brecon and 
Llangorse                                                                                                               

1 

Middle Wye Valley                                                                                                            21 
Tanat Valley                                                                                        11 
Vale of Montgomery 21 

Wrexham County Borough 
Council 

Maelor 5 

TOTAL  150 
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Table 2 (images 1-7 below) 
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4. Data Archive Appendix 
 
No data outputs were produced as part of this project.  
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