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A forest management plan is a strategic long-term plan for the sustainable management 
of natural resources where forests or woodlands are a key component of these 
resources. This document provides guidance for applicants. 
 
Contact for queries and feedback: fellinglicence@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 
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Forest Management Plan procedure 
 
 

 
 

 

This diagram shows the main sections of this guidance note and can be used to help 
you find what you are after. 

The section numbers correspond with the main headings as shown in the index below. 
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Natural Resources Wales’ purpose is to pursue sustainable management of natural 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Natural Resources Wales is the Welsh Government sponsored body responsible for 
licensing tree felling in Wales. We protect the trees, woodlands and forests of Wales 
by controlling tree felling, and we encourage good forestry practice by setting 
standards, giving advice and providing information. Licensing tree felling enables 
this activity to be carried out legally, to the standards set in the UK Forestry 
Standard and in line with the Welsh Government’s policies promoting the 
sustainable management of natural resources and the well-being of the people of 
Wales. 

 

The purpose of 
this guidance 

This guidance note will tell you what you need to know about getting 
permission to fell growing (growing is the term used in the Forestry 
Act 1967) trees as part of a forest management plan, which is a 
strategic plan describing how you intend to manage your forest or 
woodland in a sustainable manner over a ten to twenty-year period. 
This guidance note, as its name implies, can only provide you with 
so much information as to the suitability of a forest management 
plan for your needs, and you can find out more by checking our 
website naturalresources.wales, emailing us on 
fellinglicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk or contacting our 
Customer Care Centre by phone: 0300 065 3000 or by post: Natural 
Resources Wales, Cambria House, 29 Newport Road, Cardiff, CF24 
0TP. 

 

a. When you might need a forest management plan rather than a felling licence 
 

The purpose of a 
forest 
management plan 

A forest management plan is a management tool that: 

• clearly sets out your plans for ten to twenty years, links them 
with your vision and management objectives, and takes account 
of your forest or woodland’s features, sensitivities, opportunities, 
planned operations, biodiversity, resilience, environmental, social 
and landscape factors 

• provides felling permission for your proposed thinning, felling 
and restocking for the first five years of your plan and outline 
approval for the following five years 

• can be used to provide background for short-term grant 
windows, including expressions of interest to Welsh Government 
planting and management grant schemes or applications for 
Farming Connect sustainable woodland management plans 

• provides evidence of sustainable forest management where 
your forest or woodland is certified under the UK Woodland 
Assurance Scheme (UKWAS), and wider evidence of the 
sustainable management of natural resources as defined in 
the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

 

Do I need a forest 
management plan? 

A forest management plan should always be considered where you 
are practising the sustainable management of natural resources 
and a longer-term plan is required. This might include where you are 
restructuring your forest, where you intend to clearfell woodland 
within an at risk or failing acid sensitive catchment, where your 

http://www.naturalresources.wales/
mailto:fellinglicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
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management has the potential to effect European or UK protected 
sites and you need to consider mitigation or avoidance measures, or 
where you are managing a long-term change in tree species 
diversity because your forest or woodland is on an area of restorable 
deep peat or has areas of PAWS (a plantation on an ancient 
woodland site). 

 

Might a felling 
licence be more 
appropriate? 

If your woodland is less than two hectares, does not have 
complexities requiring long-term management or your proposed 
operations are relatively straightforward and short-term, then you 
should obtain permission to fell your trees through a standalone 
felling licence, which is a more straightforward way of obtaining 
permission. Many of the initial steps involved are similar to those for 
a forest management plan and you can start by following the steps 
described in section c How do I apply for a forest management 
plan? Standalone felling licences are usually valid for two years for 
clearfelling licences and five years for thinning licences. 

 

First check to see 
if you can work 
under an 
exemption 

You may not need permission from us at all if your proposed tree 
felling falls within an exemption, see appendix 1a. Note though that 
in certain circumstances you may also need further permissions 
from us and from other statutory bodies including local authorities, 
even where you do not require a felling permission. This is explained 
further in section 6. Note also that this information is included for 
guidance only and you should seek appropriate legal advice of the 
legislation if required. 

 

b. Who can apply for a forest management plan? 
 

Who can apply? You can apply for a forest management plan if you own the land on 
which the trees are growing; if you are a lessee and your lease 
entitles you to fell the trees; or you can demonstrate you have a 
legal right to fell the trees. An agent acting for the owner or lessee 
may apply to fell the trees but the felling permission which will 
accompany your approved forest management plan will be issued in 
the name of the owner or the lessee of the land, see section 1. 

 

If you require the consent of any other person in order to fell the 
trees then it is your responsibility to obtain this and you must provide 
us with details. 

 

If the ownership is an organisation then we will require you to 
declare what sort of organisation this is and provide further details. 
This can also be done on form 10b Additional ownership details. 
Your felling permission will be issued to a named individual, not to 
the organisation itself. 
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c. How do I apply for a forest management plan? 
 

How do I apply? You can download an application form from our website 
naturalresources.wales > Permits and permissions > Tree felling 
and other regulations to complete electronically, or you can print off 
the forms to complete manually. Alternatively you can contact us 
directly (see INTRODUCTION above for contact details) and request 
printed copies of the forms, which we can send to any address 
within the UK. The application form will tell you the information you 
need to provide and the mapping standards we require to show the 
location of the trees you wish to fell. 

 

Completing the 
application forms 

If you are accessing the forms on our website then download 
everything you need to your computer, follow the prompts to enter 
the required information, save your changes, and when ready email 
your completed and signed application to us. If doing this manually 
then sign and post your completed forms to us. Electronic exchange 
of information is described further in appendix 2, which includes how 
to amend the standard form should you wish to provide more 
information on the form or you have formatting issues. 

 

How much 
information will be 
required? 

Most of the information required for your plan must be provided in 
your application as this is the most efficient way for us to process 
this. The application forms will prompt you for the required 
information, the level of detail of which should reflect the size, 
complexity and sensitivity of your forest or woodland and the nature 
and scale of the operations you are proposing over the period of 
your plan. It may not be necessary for you to complete each and 
every text box prompting you for information but you may need to 
indicate why you think a particular issue is not relevant. Your plan 
also needs to conform with the UK Forestry Standard and to meet 
basic regulatory requirements. The size of your plan will depend on 
the issues you need to cover. 

 

How much of my 
landholding 
should l include? 

We will normally expect you to include in your plan all your 
woodlands that form a forest management unit* so you can 
manage these as a whole, which is a key aim of the long-term plan 
approach. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*The UK Forestry Standard defines forest management unit as ‘the area subject to a forest management 
plan, a convenient management area determined by the nature of the woodland, the management objectives 
and proposed operations, and enabling a strategic approach to be taken to meet UKFS requirements’. 
  

http://naturalresources.wales/
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What does a forest 
management plan 
comprise? 

Your application will comprise the following: 

i. your application form 
ii. a work programme 
iii. maps 
iv. you may also need to include supplementary forms and on 

occasions digital photographs to illustrate the points you are 
making 

The final version of these documents will be added as schedules to 
your approved forest management plan to which we will add: 

v. a land management agreement 
vi. a felling licence certificate with the reference number of your 

felling licence 
vii. an EU Timber Regulation due diligence form 

 

How long will my 
permission to fell 
last? 

Your permission to fell your trees will be provided under the Forestry 
Act 1967, will last for an initial five years and may be extended 
thereafter for a further five years subject to meeting the conditions in 
your land management agreement. 

 

What happens 
once I submit my 
application? 

When we receive your application we will acknowledge receipt 
within three working days. We may need to inspect your trees and 
will usually contact you within three weeks to arrange a site visit if 
required. 

 

Unless your application is for thinning only, or is mainly larch, then 
information from your application will be put on our public register, 
which can be seen at naturalresources.wales > Permits and 
permissions > Tree felling and other regulations. This information 
will stay on the register for four weeks to give interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on your proposals. We cannot approve your 
plan until this time has elapsed. 

 

We may also consult internally and with other organisations to make 
sure we take into account any environmental or land use issues 
affecting your proposals. 

 

How long will my 
application take? 

As a number of steps are involved we recommend you start work on 
your forest management plan well in advance of your intended start 
date for operations: a minimum of six months is recommended. The 
Forestry Act 1967 requires us to issue your felling permission within 
three months of receipt of a correctly-completed application (we call 
this duly made). A forest management plan is likely take longer than 
this period, particularly if not duly made or if further requested 
information is not provided, and where we cannot process your 
application within this timescale we will request an extension. 

 
  

http://naturalresources.wales/
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d. Do I need expert advice? 
 

Can I complete the 
application forms 
myself or do I need 
expert help? 

A well-prepared forest management plan benefits both you as 
applicant and us as regulator, and enables you to meet the basic 
minimum standard* required. We recommend you engage the 
services of a professional forester as an agent to help prepare your 
plan, particularly where your forest management unit is large or 
complex, has a particular sensitivity (such as a water, landscape or 
conservation consideration), has public access issues (including 
recreation facilities), or if you are planning extensive or complex 
operations. If any of these categories apply then you should 
consider engaging a member (or an associate member) of a 
professional institute such as the Institute of Chartered Foresters 
(ICF), the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) or the 
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management 
(CIEEM). If you are also applying for a Welsh Government planting 
and management grant scheme then you may be able to use their 
list of approved forestry agents. Depending on the nature of the 
sensitivities it may also be appropriate to secure other expert advice. 

 

Assessing the 
standard of your 
application and 
determining next 
steps 

If your application is not be duly made then we will follow the steps 
outlined in section 8a. We will assess how well your proposals 
address the identified issues and sensitivities and how plausible 
they are in relation to your vision and management objectives. We 
will assess the amount of work we consider is necessary to bring 
your application up to the required minimum standard and will share 
our assessment with you. If you think it is wrong then you should 
discuss this with your regulatory woodland officer in the first 
instance. If you remain unhappy with our decision then you can 
appeal, see section 8c.  

 

e. Confidentiality 
 

Confidentiality Please note that your forest management plan is not a confidential 
agreement and anyone may ask to see the work proposals in your 
approved plan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* We recommend you use the table in section 5c UKFS requirements checklist of your application form or the 

more detailed supplementary form 10h to help you identify what you require for your plan. 
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f. Existing plans and permissions 
 

Existing UKWAS 
plans and other 
management plans 

We require all applications to contain as a minimum the forest 
management plan application form, form 10f Work programme, 
maps, and any required supplementary forms. You can also 
accompany your application with supporting documents including 
existing management plans but include form 10a Determining the 
suitability of other plans with the latter to help us interpret these. You 
can also use form 10h UKFS requirements checklist to help ensure 
you have included everything you need to tell us about. 

 

Felling as part of a 
Welsh Government 
grant scheme or 
Farming Connect 
woodland 
management plan 

If you propose carrying out felling or thinning as part of a Welsh 
Government grant scheme or a Farming Connect sustainable 
woodland management plan then discuss this with your woodland 
planner if you have one. Be aware that it is your responsibility to 
apply for the required permission to fell your trees, whether through 
a forest management plan as described here or a standalone felling 
licence. We will liaise with the Welsh Government or Farming 
Connect over your application. Once you have felled your trees you 
are required to comply with any restocking conditions of the licence 
and any other conditions in your land management agreement. 

 

IMPORTANT: Do not start any tree felling until you have your approved forest 
management plan. Felling carried out without this felling permission or other 
relevant permission is an offence unless covered by an exemption. Exemptions 
under the Forestry Act 1967 are covered in more detail in appendix 1a and the 
penalties for felling without a felling permission in appendix 1c. Details of other 
permissions you also may require before you start felling are included in section 6. 

 

If you have any queries about filling in your forms, in whichever format you are 
using, then please check our website naturalresources.wales, email us on 
fellinglicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk or contact our Customer Care Centre by 
phone: 0300 065 3000 or by post: Natural Resources Wales, Cambria House, 29 
Newport Road, Cardiff, CF24 0TP. 

 

 

  

https://naturalresources.wales/
mailto:fellinglicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
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SECTION 1: About you 
 

This section expands on the description of who can apply in section b and explains 
how to fill in section 1 of the forest management plan application form. 

 

1a.  Who will be named on the forest management plan? 
 

Enter the main 
applicant’s name 
and any 
organisation 
details 

Enter the name of the main applicant with an estate or interest in the 
land on which the trees are growing*. This should always be a 
named individual, and if the forest management unit is owned by an 
organisation then provide the organisation’s name and the position 
the main applicant holds within it. 

 

Multiple ownership Groups of owners or lessees can co-operate to create a shared 
forest management plan that covers all of their neighbouring 
woodland, but each owner must apply separately and get their own 
approval. If there is more than one applicant or if further organisation 
details need to be given then add these using form 10b Additional 
ownership details, see section 10 Supplementary forms. 

 

Named individual An authorised agent may also apply for a forest management plan, 
but the name of the owner or lessee should be entered as the 
applicant. The plan will be issued in that person’s name. This is 
covered in more detail in section 1d. 

 

Organisation type Enter further brief details of the organisation type (e.g. public limited 
company, partnership, limited liability partnership, charity, trust etc) 
in the text box at the bottom of section 1a. 

 

Applicant type Select the appropriate applicant type from the drop-down box. The 
options are: 

• Personal Occupier (you or your family own or lease the 
property or hold it as a family trust, partnership or family farm) 

• Business Occupier (company, forestry investor, business 
partnership, syndicate or pension fund) 

• Voluntary Organisation (organisation funded by public 
subscription, charitable trust or community organisation) 

• Public Ownership (government department or local authority) 

• Other (please specify) 

 

If you select ‘Other’ then provide further details in the text box at the 
bottom of section 1a. 

 
 
 
 
 
*An ‘estate or interest in the land on which the trees are growing’ is the term used in Section 10(1) of the 
Forestry Act 1967 ‘as enables [you], with or without the consent of any other person, to fell the trees’. 
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Is the consent of 
any other person 
required? 

If you require the consent of any other person in order to fell the 
trees in your application then it is your responsibility to obtain this 
and you are required by law to provide us with details. Enter brief 
details in the text box at the bottom of section 1a. 

 

Your reference You can enter any reference number here that will be useful to your 
application. If you are registered with Rural Payments Wales then 
you may wish to enter your Welsh Government Customer 
Reference Number. If you do not have a CRN then it may be 
appropriate to enter a deed reference. 

 

1b.  Your address 
 

Enter the address 
of the main 
applicant 

If the forest management unit is owned by a company then enter the 
registered office address held for that company at Companies 
House. 

 

1c.  Your agent, or someone else acting on your behalf 
 

Your agent 

 

If you are applying for a forest management plan on behalf of the 
owner or lessee with a legal right to fell the trees then you can carry 
out the initial work to the point the draft plan is ready for approval. 
The owner or lessee will be asked to sign the declaration in section 
8b but there is also a mechanism for them to provide their consent 
for their named agent to do so on their behalf, see section 1d. 

 

1d.  Owner-agent consent 
 

Owner-agent 
consent 

As owner or lessee with a legal right to fell the trees you can provide 
your consent for your named agent to act on your behalf in one of 
two ways: 

• for this one application only (single plan consent) 

• for all your forest management plans (generic consent) 

Single plan consent is done by choosing this option in section 1d of 
the application form and attaching your embedded signature, or 
sending us an email with your embedded signature or a signed letter 
confirming your consent. 

 

You are most likely to choose generic consent if you own more than 
one woodland property and your agent manages all of these on your 
behalf. Generic consent is given by completing form 10c Owner-
agent consent. This form can also be used to provide single plan 
consent. 

 

Address to direct 
correspondence 

If you elect for your agent to receive all correspondence relating to 
your forest management plan then you can change this at any time 
by emailing or writing to us. Should we need to serve a written 
notice under the Forestry Act 1967 then this will be sent by post to 
the owner, not to the agent. 
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Means of 
communication 

If you elect for both email and post then we will communicate 
primarily by email. If your agent changes their arrangement for how 
we correspond with them then we will communicate with them 
thereafter as they prefer. Some notices can only be served in 
writing, which we will send to the owner by post. 

 
 
 
 

SECTION 2: About your property 
 

This section provides context to your forest management plan application. The 
amount of information you provide should reflect the size, complexity and sensitivity 
of your forest management unit and the nature and scale of the operations you are 
proposing over the period of your plan. 

 

2a.  Property name and location 
 

Property name and 
location 

Enter the name of your property or provide a name appropriate for 
the extent of your forest management unit. We will use this for the 
Plan name on your land management agreement. 

 

Grid reference to 
locate your forest 
management unit 

Enter the national grid reference of the entrance point or any other 
point, such as the centre point, that will help us locate your forest 
management unit. Use the format of 2 letters plus 6 figures (e.g. SO 
111 222). Most OS maps explain how to do this or alternatively give 
a GPS reference. Sylva Foundation’s myForest package for 
example gives NGRs in 2 letters plus 10 figures, which you should 
reduce in your application to 2 letters plus 6 figures. 

 

Change of 
ownership 

See section 9a Amending your approved forest management plan. 

 

2b.  Describe your forest management unit 
 

Describe your 
forest 
management unit 

Describe any features of your forest management unit that will help 
to explain or provide context to your application, such as tree 
species, age, area, yield class (a measure of productivity) and open 
ground, landscape setting, or geology, soils, terrain, altitude, 
windthrow hazard class and exposure indices where this information 
supports your planning decisions. It may be easier to show this as 
tables, charts or maps appended to your application. You can write 
as much or as little as appropriate in this section. 

 

If your forest management unit is particularly suitable for a protected 
species such as dormouse then describe the features that will help 
determine suitability: in this case the proximity of known populations, 
the extent and type of shrub layers, and the presence of bramble.  
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You can also include any additional information that helps your plan, 
for example details of powerlines, public rights of way, areas 
planned for woodland creation or open ground integral to your plan. 

 

2c.  History of management 
 

History of 
management 

Describe any aspects of your forest management unit that are 
relevant to your application, for example any restructuring that has 
been carried out or thinning history. 

 

 

 
 

SECTION 3: Screening your forest management unit 
 

Screening is the start of the forest management plan procedure and identifies the 
sensitivities on or near your forest management unit that you will need for the next 
stage, scoping (which is considered in section 4). Screening is summarised in 
appendix 3. 

 

Our interactive map viewer contains many of the sensitivities you need to be aware 
of but we also describe in this section other datasets you can use to provide you 
with the initial information to help you plan your activities. Record the actions you 
intend to take or have already taken against the sensitivites identified. Screening for 
tree preservation orders and conservation areas is covered in section 3b. 

 

3a.  Sensitivities 
 

What are 
sensitivities? 

Sensitivies take two main forms: 

i. area sensitivities: About 30% of Wales' land and waters have 
been chosen as special sites: either for their wildlife, their scenic 
beauty or their value as geological sites 

ii. feature sensitivities: These are for individual items, and you 
may have to undertake a survey to demonstrate likely absence 

These sensitivities may be relevant to your plan even if they do not 
occur within the boundaries of your forest management unit. 

 

Why do these 
sensitivities exist 
and what does this 
mean in practice? 

Certain areas of land and seas have special protected status due to 
their natural and cultural importance, and some species of plants 
and animals have declined to such an extent that they now have 
special protection in law. 

 

If your proposed operations are on an SSSI, may impact a 
European site (a special area of conservation, special protection 
area or Ramsar site) even if outside the site, or are within a 
landscape designated area then you need to consider the steps in 
section 6. You also need to take reasonable steps to check for the 
presence of protected species and assess the impacts from your 
proposed operations on, for example, the birds, bats and red 
squirrels that may be nesting or roosting in the trees you intend to 
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fell, or on other resident mammals such as dormice and badgers. 
Wildlife law can be complex and although it is not always illegal to 
fell when these animals are present or during the nesting season the 
law does require that certain steps are taken. You may need to seek 
further professional advice, we may require you to include a method 
statement with your felling proposals, and in certain cases you may 
require a separate species licence. This is covered in more detail in 
section 6e. 

 

How to find which 
sensitivities to 
consider 

You should first check our interactive map viewer for any known 
sensitivities on or near your forest management unit. This is located 
on our website at naturalresources.wales > Our evidence and data > 
Maps > Forestry maps. If any part of your forest management unit is 
affected by one or more sensitivities then note and comment on 
these in sections 3a.i and 3a.ii of the application form. Form 10k 
Protected species assessment is currently in development and will 
also be available in due course to record the actions you have taken 
or intend to take. 

 

Note that the interactive map viewer or the other datasets below are 
unlikely to provide you with enough information on protected species 
to be confident that these are not present and you should consider 
the need for a suitable survey. For bats, for example, you may need 
to consider not just known tree roosts but other structures too (e.g. 
buildings and adits). 

 

Figure 3a.i Checking area sensitivities using our interactive map viewer 

This example shows an SSSI 
adjacent to an area of 
woodland. 
 
Although the woodland is not 
within the SSSI you may still 
need to consider any impacts 
on this designated site from 
your proposed operations. 

 

Other sources of 
information 

You should also consider the following datasets: 

• Welsh Government Lle portal (lle.gov.uk) 

• National Biodiversity Network Atlas Wales (wales.nbnatlas.org) 

• Local Record Centres 

• Aderyn (aderyn.lercwales.org.uk) 

http://www.naturalresources.wales/
http://lle.gov.wales/home
https://wales.nbnatlas.org/
https://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/
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• Defra’s Magic (magic.defra.gov.uk) 

• Woodland wildlife toolkit (woodlandwildlifetoolkit.sylva.org.uk) 

• Joint Nature Conservation Committee (jncc.defra.gov.uk) 

• Cadw (cadw.gov.wales) 

• Archwilio (archwilio.org.uk) 

• NRW (designated sites tool) 

• NRW (landmap-maps.naturalresources.wales) 

•  Local Plan Policies & Proposal map (Special Landscape Areas,  
Heritage Coast) 

 

What to do with 
this information 

These datasets are simply starting points to help you determine the 
sensitivities within your forest management unit. They indicate what 
might be there but you still need to consider the likelihood of the site 
for protected species. Your knowledge of the site will be important, 
as will be the results of any initial surveys you have carried out, and 
you need to apply this knowledge intelligently. 
 
A survey will not always be required, particularly where you have 
analysed habitat suitability for the protected species (demonstrating 
adequate competency), or where the pragmatic approach of 
presumed presence can be adopted. This might be so with suitable 
dormouse habitat for example, where a two kilometre buffer is put in 
place around existing records. 

 

3b.  Tree preservation orders and conservation areas 
 

TPO or 
conservation area 
trees may require a 
felling permission 

Tree preservation orders and conservation areas are designated 
under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 by the local 
planning authority, usually a local council, to protect specific trees 
and woodland from deliberate damage and destruction. You must 
tell us if your trees are affected by either of these designations 
otherwise they will be included by the felling permission you will 
receive with your approved forest management plan. 

 

If an exemption under the Forestry Act 1967 applies, because for 
example you are carrying out works on a garden tree in a 
conservation area, then you do not need felling permission from us 
but you may still need permission from the local planning authority 
as the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 contains a different list 
of exemptions to the Forestry Act 1967. If your tree or trees are in a 
conservation area then you are required to give the local planning 
authority six weeks’ notice in advance of carrying out any felling, 
topping, lopping or uprooting work. You should liaise directly with 
your local planning authority over this. 

 

Include in your work programme any tree or trees covered by a TPO 
or in a conservation area so we can liaise directly with the local 
planning authority over this. Further information on TPOs and trees 
in conservation areas is available from gov.uk/guidance/tree-
preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas 

 

https://magic.defra.gov.uk/
https://woodlandwildlifetoolkit.sylva.org.uk/
http://www.jncc.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.cadw.gov.wales/
https://www.archwilio.org.uk/arch/
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/wildlife-and-biodiversity/find-protected-areas-of-land-and-seas/designated-sites/?lang=en
https://landmap-maps.naturalresources.wales/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas
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3c.  Existing felling permissions 
 

Provide details of 
existing felling 
permissions 

Use the text box in section 3d of the application form to enter details 
of any existing felling permissions you have, such as a Natural 
Resources Wales or Forestry Commission Wales felling licence. 
You can find these using the NRW interactive map viewer. Include 
the felling licence reference in the text box too. 

 

You can include previous permissions to clearfell in your work 
programme so you highlight the areas of restocking to be 
maintained for ten years. 

 

Existing felling 
permissions that 
are still live 

If your existing felling permission has not expired and remains 
compatible with your current felling proposals then enter the date 
this permission ends so your new plan can provide ongoing 
permission from the point your old permission expires. 

 
 
 
 

SECTION 4: Scoping your forest management unit 
 

Scoping considers the results of your screening along with your vision and 
management objectives, the potential of your forest management unit to deliver your 
desired outputs, and compliance with the UK Forestry Standard and other Welsh 
Government policies. It also takes an early look at how legislation, any interested 
stakeholders, and other potential impacts may affect your proposals so these are not 
left too late in your management planning. Assessing or surveying your forest 
management unit and analysing the data you collect likewise should be done 
sufficiently early so your proposals are based on sound evidence. Scoping is likely 
to be an iterative process. 

 

4a.  Your vision 
 

State your vision Set out your vision for your forest management unit for a period of 
ten to twenty years or longer. You will find it helpful to refer to the 
UK Forestry Standard, see section 5c UK Forestry Standard and 
other regulatory requirements. A link to the UKFS can be found in 
section 11 Sources of further advice. 

 

4b.  Your management objectives 
 

State your 
management 
objectives 

Your management objectives should flow directly from your vision. 
Express each objective in two parts: a statement of intent and its 
corresponding measure of success. The latter will be used later in 
monitoring, which is a requirement of the UK Forestry Standard. 
Examples of two-part management objectives are given below. 
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Figure 4a.i An example of a vision 

 

 

Figure 4a.ii: Corresponding two-part management objectives to this vision 

 
 

It may be easier to 
record these on a 
supplementary 
form 

Consider entering your management objectives on form 10e 
Management objectives, monitoring and evaluation as this will 
enable you to enter UPDATES against each statement of intent. 
This is explained further in section 9b Monitoring and evaluation. 

 

4c.  Surveying and analysis 
 

Consider what 
data you require 

Consider the data you require to support your proposals, how much 
is needed and to what level of accuracy. This will depend on the 
nature and location of your forest management unit and the 
operations you intend to carry out. You will likely require data on site 
conditions and growing stock, and possibly also on biodiversity, 
historic environment, landscape and public access. If your forest 
management unit has particular management sensitivities then there 
may be value in obtaining information on these too. 

 

Retain sufficient records (known as mensuration details) of the 
timber you fell so you are compliant with the EU Timber Regulation. 
This is explained further in section 6b. The EUTR due diligence 
form we will issue with your approved forest management plan will 
outline what you need to do to comply with the regulations. 

 

Validate your data Data validation means assessing your existing data for its accuracy 
and its fitness for purpose so you can identify any anomalies and 
inform your need for any further data at this stage in the preparation 
of your plan. Any further data is likely to be acquired by field 
assessment such as measuring your growing stock. 

 

The need for 
specific surveys 

The need for further assessments, for example for archaeology or 
for determining the suitability of habitat for protected species of birds 
or animals, will usually arise during screening and may indicate a 
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need to carry out one or more surveys. The majority of woodlands in 
Wales are within the range of otters, and all are within the range or 
at least one species of bat. A risk-based approach should therefore 
be taken, but particular consideration will be needed for certain 
protected species, such as woodland species of bat (barbastelle and 
Bechstein’s) where these are likely to be present (other species of 
bat may not require a survey if certain methods of working are 
followed). This is potentially a complex area of law and we may 
require you to include a method statement with your proposals. 

 

Where your screening highlights a particular surveying requirement, 
such as a species survey, a habitats regulations assessment survey 
to determine no likely significant effects, water sampling to support a 
critical load assessment in an at risk or failing acid sensitive 
catchment, or an archaeological survey where there is evidence of a 
significant historic feature, then we will expect you to obtain this 
additional information at your own cost. 

 

Analysing your 
validated data 

You can use your data to help you determine how your vision and 
management objectives will be delivered, following a clear rationale. 
This might show the limits to what you can achieve during the period 
of your plan, which you may wish to share with your stakeholders. 
One way of doing this is through a constraints and opportunities 
map, which is described in section 5b. 

 

4d.  Initial considerations 
 

Initial identification 
of any regulatory 
issues 

It is never too early to consider the regulatory issues that may arise 
with your plan and how you might avoid or minimise any impacts. If 
your proposals include deforestation, roading, quarrying or 
woodland creation then the EIA (environmental impact assessment) 
forestry regulations need to be considered. If your plan is likely to 
have a significant effect on a European site (a SAC, SPA or Ramsar 
site) then you will need to provide information to support a habitats 
regulations assessment. Consider too whether your plan could affect 
SSSI features or other protected species, including potential effects 
on adjacent sites. These are iterative processes and if considered at 
the earliest opportunity will give you more time to develop and 
amend your proposals and avoid problems arising later on. 
Regulatory assessments are covered in more detail in section 6. 

 

Initial identification 
of any 
stakeholders 

Identify potential stakeholders, which includes anyone with an 
interest in your land and the work you propose to do, and may 
include your neighbours. In most cases you can deal effectively with 
any issues through correspondence by letter or email, with formal 
meetings and public meetings only necessary where the issues are 
particularly complex. 

 

Consider making initial contact with other authorities such as local 
planning authorities (including national parks) and Cadw, and 
maintain regular liaison as your management planning progresses. 
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This will always be necessary if carrying out operations through 
permitted development. 

 
 
 
 

SECTION 5: Developing your forest management plan 
 

Developing your forest management plan involves compiling a work programme of 
your intended thinning, felling and restocking for up to twenty years, ensuring your 
maps match your proposals, and reviewing your initial work on your plan. You can 
include information in support of any applications for species licences, such as the 
effect of your thinning or felling on dormice or red squirrels. You may need to review 
your vision and management objectives. If your forest management unit is not 
particularly large then you may wish to submit a work programme for a shorter 
period. You can include areas you may wish to add to your plan at a later date by 
amendment. 

 

Approval to fell your growing trees will be given for the first five years of your plan 
through the felling permission that is part of your approved forest management plan. 

 

This section also defines the mapping standards to be followed, helps you to ensure 
your proposals conform with the UK Forestry Standard, and considers the health of 
your trees and the risk from pests and pathogens. 

 

5a.  Summary of your work programme (of thinning, felling and restocking) 
 

STEP 1a: 

Compile your work 
programme 

Your work programme is a list of your active work elements, 
including your thinning, felling and restocking proposals (and any 
variants of these activities, such as selective thinning etc), for which 
you are seeking permission to fell. Submit your work programme on 
form 10f and summarise it as per STEP 2.  

 

Figure 5a.i: Work programme based on initial crop inventory  

This example is built 
up from an existing 
crop inventory and will 
eventually look like the 
updated example in 
figure 5a.ii. 
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Table 5a.i: Codes for proposed activities 

Felling codes Restocking codes 

TH Thinning RS Restocking 

CF Clearfelling NR Natural regeneration 

SF Selective felling PAA Plant an alternative area 

GF Group felling CRG Coppice regrowth 

CC Cutting coppice RIT 
Restock with individual 
trees 

FO Felling other – single trees DNR Do not intend to restock 

FO Felling other – hedgerow  
 

All felling codes where restocking is normally required (codes CF, 
SF, GF, FO) and all active restocking operations (codes RS, PAA, 
RIT) must have an indicative year. Enter this in the Year of 
Operation field in form 10f Work programme. 

 

STEP 1b: 

Tree species to be 
felled 

List and allocate percentages to all species that occupy more than 
20% of the area to be felled using form 10f, otherwise use the 
abbreviations MB (mixed broadleaves) or MC (mixed conifers) to 
ensure compliance with the EU Timber Regulation. The figures must 
add up to 100%. 

 

STEP 1c: 
Restocking your 
areas cleared of 
trees 

Explain how you intend to restock the felled areas in your form 10f 
giving details of whether you will use planting, coppice regrowth, 
natural regeneration or direct seeding, your intended species mix, 
the number of stems you intend to plant per hectare, and when you 
intend to carry out this work (e.g. 2022 is the year to 30 Jun 2022). 

 

How long can you 
leave your 
restocking? 

We will normally expect your restocking to be carried out within one 
to two planting seasons after felling, but this will depend on your 
vision and management objectives and whether your woodlands are 
upland and large scale. If the latter then you are more likely to build 
programmes of work into working circles for more efficient utilisation 
of ground preparation machinery and for a managed landbank to 
manage weevil attack and weed growth. If you intend to delay 
restocking then give brief reasons in your form 10f, link this with your 
management objectives, and if planning to use natural regeneration 
stating how you will manage this if it does not start to appear within 
three to five years. 

 

Presumption 
against the 
permanent loss of 
woodland 

The Welsh Government’s strategy for woodlands and trees 
Woodlands for Wales contains a presumption against the removal of 
woodland and the loss of forest cover in Wales. We will assess your 
restocking proposals against the UK Forestry Standard and will 
normally attach conditions to all permissions to clearfell in order to 
secure restocking. 

 

If you propose to clearfell an area and not restock then complete 
form 10i Environmental Impact Assessment. We will use the 
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information you provide to screen your proposals against the EIA 
(forestry) regulations. Compensatory planting, where you plant an 
alternative area, will generally be looked upon favourably unless the 
woodland you wish to fell and not replace is ancient and semi-
natural or otherwise has a high biodiversity value, such as PAWS. 

 

STEP 1d: 
Maintaining and 
protecting your 
young restocked 
trees 

Use the text box in section 5c of the application form to describe 
your maintenance and protection measures for your newly 
established trees, particulary where you are making high-level 
comments at forest management unit level. For more detailed 
descriptions use your form 10f Work programme. 

 

Figure 5a.ii: Completed work programme (showing restocking after clearfelling) 

 

 

Figure 5a.iii: Alternative format for your work programme (available on request) 

 

This is a more compact version of the work programme in figure 5a.ii, with the proposed 
restocking (line 2) on a separate line from the proposed clearfelling (line 1) and fits more 
easily onto A4 landscape format. A separate version of form 10f Work programme with this 
format is available on request. 

 

Note that the Forestry (Felling of Trees) Regulations 1979 as amended specifies the 
amount of information required to accompany an application for a felling permission. 
We may, in our absolute discretion, accept a lower level of detail if we consider this 
adequately addresses the issues raised in your plan. We may ask you how you will 
manage your tree felling under the UK Forestry Standard, for example how you will 
manage thinning intensity. Your work programme must always correspond exactly 
with your summary and maps and you must satisfy the EU Timber Regulation. 

 

STEP 2: 
Summarise your 
work programme 

Summarise your work programme by work activity using table 5a in 
the application form or form 10g Work programme summary and 
plan review. Note that you can easily filter by work activity in Excel. 

 

Table 5a.ii: Summary of your work programme 
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Your summarised figures (in the Area (hectares) column) must 
balance. If they do not then explain why in the Any comments box. 
In the above example the area to be clearfelled balances with the 
area to be restocked. 

 

Your summarised figures will be used in your EU Timber Regulation 
due diligence form which we will issue with your approved forest 
management plan. These figures also form the base information to 
which amendments are added and against which monitoring will be 
done at your Year 5 review. 

 

5b.  Maps accompanying your application 
 

Your application needs to be accompanied by sufficiently clear and detailed maps 
that are fit for purpose. This section explains the formats and standards of mapping 
we can accept and the steps you need to follow including having your maps signed 
and dated. Electronic copies will be added as a schedule to your approved forest 
management plan. 

 

General rules 
about mapping 
standards 

• Ordnance Survey mapping: Your maps are required to be 
Ordnance Survey, whether hard copy or GIS, but we may, in our 
absolute discretion, accept alternative maps if we consider them 
fit for purpose and clearly identify the required features in your 
application. If your GIS does not provide maps with an OS 
background then you may find the downloadable GIS mapping 
solutions described in appendix 2a.ii helpful. It is your 
responsibility to ensure all the maps you use have appropriate 
copyright permission and display any required attribution. 

• format of GIS maps: We will accept GIS and digital maps if 
submitted in SHP, TAB, PNG or PDF format, but not JPG as this 
loses data with compression. We will accept PDF maps 
produced by Sylva Foundation’s myForest GIS package and we 
may be able to accept GeoJSON files (we will liaise with you 
separately over the acceptability of this format). 

• scale: If you are submitting hard copy maps then these must be 
up to date with a scale appropriate to the detail being shown. 
1:10,000 scale is most likely, with 1:5,000 and 1:1,000 for more 
detailed mapping, but where your forest management unit is 
particularly large or spread out then 1:25,000 or 1:50,000 may 
also be more appropriate. As a general rule do not try to map 
features smaller than 0.5 hectares or under 20 metres in width.  

• clear labelling or appropriate metadata: Your maps must have 
a title, scale, legend and north arrow, they should be clear and 
they must be consistent with your work programme. All 
operations must be clearly labelled with the labels not obscuring 
important detail, and GIS maps should contain suitable metadata 
that we can access and read. 

• grid reference: Include the national grid reference of the 
entrance point or any other point that will help us to locate your 
forest management unit. 
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• signed and dated: All maps, whether hard copy or GIS, must be 
signed and dated by the main applicant, or the agent on behalf of 
the main applicant if consent to sign has been given. See section 
1a for the definition of main applicant and appendix 2a.iii for how 
to obtain a copy of our helpsheet on electronic signatures. 

 

Your forest management plan is likely to require at least the following four main 
types of map: 
 

MAP 1:           
Forest 
Management Unit 
& Location map 

This map is to show the entire area covered by your forest 
management unit and to enable us to find and gain access. Map 1 
will form a schedule to your approved forest management plan. 

 

MAP 2: 
Constraints & 
Opportunities map 

This map can be used to show the main factors impacting on the 
management of your forest management unit, in particular any 
sensitivities. You may wish to add multiple GIS layers to show 
information collected as part of your verification exercise and any 
other relevant detail such as proposals for new tracking or roading. 
You may also wish to show your forest management unit’s wider 
setting and linkages with major local features such as other forests 
and woodlands, waterbodies and watercourses, special landscape 
features and views, nearby recreational sites and major access 
routes. 

 

MAP 3:       
Thinning & Felling 
map 

This map shows the areas of thinning and felling in your work 
programme. It must link in clearly and unambiguously with your work 
programme and clearly show the areas for which approval is being 
sought in the first five years and subsequent five years of your plan. 
There is no single recommended format or colour chart for this map 
as this will depend on factors such as area, uniformity of crop and 
complexity of silvicultural system. Ensure the active elements (the 
thinning, clearfelling, selective felling etc) of your work programme 
are clear and easily identifiable. 

 

Do not include restocking proposals on your MAP 3: Thinning and Felling. Keep 
these separate, see MAP 4: Restocking. 

 

MAP 4:  
Restocking map 

Keep this map separate from your MAP 3 Thinning and Felling. 
Each felling coupe where restocking is required‡ in your MAP 3 
should have a corresponding restocking coupe in MAP 4 as all felled 
areas are normally expected to be replanted. There may not be such 
a clear correlation between felling and restocking with other 
silvicultural systems such as group selection, in which case describe 
these separately in your work programme or application form. 
‡Felling codes CF, SF, GF and FO, all of which require an indicative year in your 
form 10f Work programme. 

 

Where there is a lack of diversity due to contiguous areas of recently restocked 
areas of young forest then label these adjacent stands with their planting years. This 
will also demonstrate that the UK Forestry Standard adjacency rule is being met. 
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You can also include any new woodland creation proposals on a map if this helps 
with your wider management, for example in preparation for any application to 
Welsh Government for planting grant 

 

Any other map Add any other maps if showing information spatially helps your 
application. This might include a silvicultural systems map, a timber 
haulage map, a conservation map, a landscape design map, a 
viewpoints map, or a dormouse habitat suitability map if dormice are 
likely to be present. 

 

A more complex forest management plan is likely to require 
additional maps to MAPS 1-4. Landscape is more likely to be a 
consideration, and you may need one or more of the following: a 
landscape design map, a landscape character map, a landform 
analysis map or 3D visualisations. Include digital photos to illustrate 
aspects of your plan. 

 

5c.  UK Forestry Standard and other regulatory requirements 
 

UK Forestry 
Standard and other 
key requirements 

Your proposals should meet the requirements set out in the UK 
Forestry Standard, which is the reference standard for sustainable 
forest management in the UK. The UKFS outlines the context for 
forestry and sets out the approach of the UK governments to 
sustainable management. It also defines standards and 
requirements, and provides a basis for regulation and monitoring. 

 

You should also consider the Welsh Government’s Woodlands for 
Wales and Natural Resources Policy, and our area statements and 
priorities for action. These recognise the contribution forests and 
woodland can make to the sustainable management of natural 
resources in Wales and the well-being of its people. Links for these 
documents can be found in section 11 Sources of further advice. 

 

Our regulatory 
principles  

The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 requires us 
to apply the principles of sustainable development in our work, and 
the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 the principles of sustainable 
management of natural resources. In response we have produced 
Our Regulatory Principles, which are as follows: 

• Deliver outcomes 

• Be intelligent 

• Prepared to challenge 

• Use the full range of tools available 

• Be flexible 

• Bring the right skills / expertise together 

• Be efficient and effective 

• Be clear on what we do and why 

The full set of principles can be found at naturalresources.wales > 
About us > What we do > How we regulate. We will consider your 
application in line with these principles. 

http://www.naturalresources.wales/
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Levels of forest 
planning within the 
UK Forestry 
Standard 

The UKFS describes three levels of forest planning as follows: 

• strategic level of the forest management plan 

• operational 

• contingency 

We will normally expect your application for a forest management 
plan to focus on strategic-level planning and apply your 
management objectives across your forest management unit. There 
may be occasions where some of your operational and contingency 
planning should accompany your application, which is most likely in 
connection with a habitats regulations assessment, protected 
species assessment or water management plan. Although regulation 
mainly requires strategic-level planning you should retain sufficiently 
detailed records of your wider forest planning for other purposes. 

 

UKFS 
requirements 
typically featuring 
in forest 
management plans 

Identify any issues in your forest management unit that are not 
presently compliant with the UK Forestry Standard – such as 
species diversity across the forest management unit or age diversity 
between adjacent restocked felling coupes – and describe the 
actions you will take to move these towards full compliance over the 
ten to twenty year period of your vision (or beyond if too short, which 
might be the case for example if restructuring your forest). Table 5c 
UKFS requirements abbreviated checklist in your application form 
lists the requirements that typically feature in forest management 
plans. 

 

Note the following points about these frequently encountered UKFS 
requirements: 

• adjacency rule: In forests characterised by a lack of diversity 
due to extensive areas of even-aged trees, the stands adjoining 
felled areas should be retained until the first restocked coupe has 
reached a minimum height of two metres, which for planning 
purposes is likely to be between five and fifteen years depending 
on establishment success and growth rates. This rule, known as 
the adjacency rule, is not an exact science and may take more 
than one rotation [UKFS GFPs16-18, page 33]. 

• species diversity: Species composition should be considered at 
the forest management unit level. It may not be appropriate to do 
so in smaller geographical units such as at coupe or block levels 
[UKFS GFPs 7, 9-13, pages 31-32]. 

• pests and diseases: Two items in the UKFS specifically relate 
to pests and diseases (also known as pests and pathogens) for 
consideration in a forest management plan [UKFS GFP 22-23, 
page 34]. This topic is considered further in section 5d. 

• protection and maintenance: Several items in the UKFS relate 
to protection and maintenance [UKFS GFPs 5, 20-21, 24-26, 
pages 31, 34-35]. Use the text box in section 5c of the 
application form for general comments and your work 
programme for more detailed descriptions 
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• water protection: You should assess the vulnerability of your 
site to erosion and prepare an operational plan [UKFS pages 
176-177]. 

Form 10h UKFS requirements checklist lists all the items in the 
UKFS that specifically relate to forest management plans and is a 
more complete list than table 5c but note that you should be aware 
of the whole UKFS. 

 

5d.  Tree health 
 

5d.i  Tree health (General) 
 

Tree health Describe the state of health of your forest management unit in 
section 5d of the application form taking into account the pests and 
pathogens that pose a threat to the forests of the UK. This is shown 
on the UK Plant Health Risk Register, which records and rates the 
risks to several plant categories including trees, and is found at 
secure.fera.defra.gov.uk. Describe how you will monitor your forest 
management unit for its overall health and how you will do in the 
event of an outbreak. 

 

Biosecurity Biosecurity is the term given to the precautions you should take to 
prevent the introduction and spread of harmful organisms: pests, 
pathogens or invasive species. Describe any biosecurity actions you 
intend to take in section 5d of the application form. 

 

Invasive and non-
native species 
(INNS) 

INNS are recognised as one of the major causes of global 
biodiversity loss. Describe any INNS in section 5d and any steps 
you will take to control them. Note that new regulations on INNS 
come into force at the point of the UK leaving the European Union. 

 

Plant health 
considerations 
with the movement 
of timber 

Regulations exist to prevent the spread of pests and pathogens of 
trees. Some timber movements are controlled, and the importation 
and exportation of wood products and the bark of certain species 
require a plant passport. In certain pest or pathogen outbreak 
situations you may require further permission to move infected 
material, for example where you have been served with a Statutory 
Plant Health Notice (SPHN) due to the presence of Phytophthora 
ramorum. The Forestry Commission Cross-Border Team issues 
plant passports, movement and processing licences, and registers 
forestry traders, see section 11 Sources of further advice for contact 
details. 

 

You can report signs of key tree pests and pathogens using the 
online reporting form tree alert: treealert.forestry.gov.uk or you can 
tell us directly of any suspected outbreaks. Further information can 
be found at naturalresources.wales > Guidance and advice.  

 
  

http://naturalresources.wales/
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5d.ii  Larch disease (caused by Phytophthora ramorum) 
 

What happens if 
you elect for all or 
some of your trees 
to be classed as 
infected with P. 
ramorum? 

Where you have elected for your larch trees (or any other species of 
tree) to be considered as infected with Phytophthora ramorum then 
we will issue a movement requested Statutory Plant Health 
Notice (SPHN[mr]) along with your approved forest management 
plan. This notice will summarise the relevant sections of the Plant 
Health (Forestry) Order 2005 and include a schedule of measures to 
be taken. Your permission to fell the trees in the notice will be under 
your approved forest management plan, but only to fell them, not to 
move them from site. To do the latter you, your haulier or the timber 
merchant who buys your timber, will require a movement licence 
from Forestry Commission Cross-Border Team. 

 

What happens if 
we find that all or 
some of your trees 
are infected with P. 
ramorum? 

We may or may not inspect your trees before issuing your SPHN[mr] 
but will always do so if we suspect your trees are infected. If 
confirmed then we will issue you with a full Statutory Plant Health 
Notice (SPHN) requiring you to destroy them. If you choose to fell 
them (rather than destroy them by other means, such as stem 
injection) then your permission to fell will be under the notice rather 
than the felling permission issued with your approved forest 
management plan. Permission to fell all other trees will remain under 
your approved plan. 

 

Moving your 
timber beyond the 
site on which your 
trees had been 
growing 

If you intend to move the timber in your SPHN[mr] or SPHN beyond 
the site on which the trees had been growing then you, your haulier 
or timber merchant, will need to adhere to the conditions in your 
Forestry Commission Cross-Border Team movement licence. 
You must carry out this work in line with their documents Risk 
Assessment for Road Haulage and Processing of Timber from Sites 
Infected with Phytophthora ramorum and you must follow their 
specified biosecurity measures. Links to these documents can be 
found in section 11 Sources of further advice. You will only be able 
to move your felled trees and any co-products to facilities that hold a 
valid processing licence issued by the Cross-Border Team. 

 

5d.iii  Chalara dieback of ash (caused by Hymenoscyphus fraxineus) 
 

Felling infected 
ash and other 
diseased trees 

Chalara dieback of ash is caused by the pathogen Hymenoscyphus 
fraxineus and is a serious disease of ash which frequently kills 
young ash trees and can seriously weaken older ash trees over a 
number of years. Advance stages of infection in the latter will likely 
lead to a decrease in the amount of foliage within the crown and an 
increase in a type of regrowth known as epicormics. The timber will 
become stained and there will be an increased risk of attack by 
secondary pathogens such as honey fungus (species of the 
Armillaria genus), which can kill the trees. 

 

If your trees become infected by H. fraxineus then you will need to 
consider public safety and monitor your trees, particularly in areas 
with high levels of public access. We issue felling permissions to fell 
growing trees, and there is no exemption under the Forestry Act 
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1967 to fell diseased trees. Please note the steps in appendix 1a.vi 
that you need to consider if you intend to fell under the exemption 
for dangerous trees. 

 

In planning your operations you should also consider your own 
safety, the safety of anyone you have engaged to carry out your 
work, and the safety of anyone else, passers-by for example, as the 
crowns of infected trees may contain a large amount of deadwood. 
The FISA website provides comprehensive details on this, see 
section 11 Sources of further advice. 

 
 
 
 

SECTION 6: Regulatory assessments 
 

The operations you include in your work programme are likely to involve the felling 
of trees, for which your permission to fell will be through the felling permission we 
will issue with your approved forest management plan. Your application therefore 
needs to take into account the legislation that applies to the issuing of this felling 
permission, and in certain circumstances you may also need further permissions, 
including from us, from local authorities and from other statutory bodies, details of 
which are described in this section. Note that this section is for guidance only, and 
you should check our website, ask us for advice, or seek appropriate specialist legal 
advice if there is anything you are unsure about. 

 

The effect of the 
UK leaving the EU 
(Brexit) 

Much of our environmental regulation is derived from European 
Union law, and although the UK is scheduled to leave the EU on 
Friday 29 March 2019, the UK remains, until our exit negotiations 
are concluded, a full member of the EU with the rights and 
obligations of EU membership remaining in force. 

 

We will continue to implement EU legislation during the transition 
period following our departure from the EU, during which we 
continue to be subject to EU legislation and the jurisdiction of the 
Court of Justice of the EU (CJEU). Thereafter it is expected that 
domestic laws transposed from European directives will remain in 
force and continue to be interpreted and applied in accordance with 
CJEU case law issued up to the UK’s point of departure. The risk of 
EC infraction may be expected to diminish from this point but the 
risk of challenge under domestic law is expected to remain. 

 

6a.  Forestry Act 1967 
 

Permission to fell 
your trees 

Tree felling is controlled because of the value society puts on trees 
and tree cover. We issue felling permissions where required so that 
your felling is legal, is carried out to the standards set out in the UK 
Forestry Standard, and is in line with the Welsh Government policies 
promoting the sustainable management of natural resources and the 
well-being of the people of Wales. Your permission to fell your trees 
will be through the felling permission we issue with your approved 
forest management plan. 



FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN  Guidance note  PILOT  v Apr 2019 
 

 

Forest Management Plan Guidance note PILOT v APR 2019 naturalresources.wales Page 30 of 94 

 

Other legislation 
and strategy 
documents we 
consider when 
issuing a felling 
permission 

The Forestry Act 1967 incorporates a number of subsequent forestry 
acts and statutory instruments. In determining your application for a 
forest management plan we will consider the UK Forestry Standard, 
strategies such as the Welsh Government’s Woodlands for Wales, 
ministerial statements (some of which were made by the 
Westminster government before devolution in 2003), and case law. 
Your plan will be approved on the basis of good forestry* and must 
also meet the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. 

*This term is used throughout the Forestry Act 1967. 

 

Exemptions to the 
need for a felling 
permission 

The Forestry Act 1967 lists a number of exemptions to the need for 
a felling permission, including the ability to fell up to five cubic 
metres in a calendar quarter (Jan-Mar, Apr-Jun, Jul-Sep, Oct-Dec) 
as long as no more than two cubic metres is sold. Other permissions 
may be required even if you do not need a felling permission. 

 

Declaring an 
exemption to the 
need for a felling 
permission 

You are not required to provide us with details of any tree felling you 
intend to carry out under a statutory exemption but you may choose 
to do so in section 6a of the application form. This might be useful if 
you are unsure whether an exemption applies, for example the point 
at which your trees may no longer be growing due to disease or 
whether you require a further non-felling related permission. 

 

6b.  EU Timber Regulation 2013 and Plant Passporting 
 

EU Timber 
Regulation 

The Timber and Timber Products (Placing on the Market) 
Regulations 2013 enforce the EU Timber Regulation, which prohibits 
trade in illegally harvested timber and products derived from illegal 
timber in the European Union. The party (known as ‘the operator’) 
who first places a consignment of timber and timber products on the 
EU market is required to exercise due diligence to minimise the risk 
of the material being illegal. Anyone trading in timber and timber 
products is required to keep specific information, such as who they 
sold to and when, to enable the material to be traced for up to five 
years. Standing trees are not within the scope of the regulations so 
the operator will be the person who first places the harvested 
material on the market. This is usually the timber buyer but it may be 
the forest owner if they fell the trees directly and sell (the regulations 
use the term ‘distributes’) the timber on. We will issue a due 
diligence form with your approved forest management plan. 

 

Entering details to 
satisfy the EU 
Timber Regulation 

Describe your proposed tree felling and enter any mensuration 
details in section 6b of the application form to demonstrate 
compliance with the EU Timber Regulation and the Forestry (Felling 
of Trees) Regulations 1979. The latter requires applications for 
felling permissions to include the following: 

• type of operation (thinning, clearfelling etc, see table 5a.i) 

• species (of tree to be felled) 

• how marked (the regulations say the trees must be clearly 
marked). 
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• area (in hectares) 

• approximate age of the trees (in years) 

• total number of trees (to be felled) 

• estimated volume (in cubic metres overbark, with separate 
figures for conifers and broadleaves) 

You will be prompted for most of this information in form 10f Work 
programme. If you are carrying out extensive thinning operations 
then we may accept information such as yield class, basal area or 
stocking density pre-thinning and target post-thinning mensuration 
details to satisfy the how marked requirement above. Section 4c Any 
surveying and analysis and your declaration in the land 
management agreement will remind you of the need to comply with 
the EU Timber Regulation. We may, in our absolute discretion, 
accept a lower level of detail in your application if we consider this fit 
for purpose and clearly expresses your silvicultural intentions. You 
should retain sufficient information to satisfy any audit by Regulation 
Delivery. 

 

Plant passporting New legislation to enshrine Regulation (EU) 2016/2031 on protective 
measures against pests of plants will be enacted before 14 Dec 
2019 and is expected to require the issuing of a certificate to allow 
the movement of conifers within the UK. The procedures are 
currently being defined and we will adopt them when they are 
available as part of plan approval. 

 

6c.  Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry)(E&W) Regulations 1999 
 

What is an 
Environmental 
Impact 
Assessment? 

EIA is a requirement of the EU EIA Directive where projects* which 
may have a significant effect on the environment are assessed for 
their potential effects before consent is given and the project allowed 
to proceed. Some project types (listed in Annex I of the directive) are 
always considered likely to have a significant effect on the 
environment and must always have a full assessment. The four 
forestry projects in Table 6c (all listed in Annex II) are only 
considered likely to have a significant effect as a result of factors 
such as their characteristics, location and potential impacts, and 
these require screening as an initial measure, which is the process 
of determining whether or not an EIA is required for a particular 
project. For forestry projects the directive is transposed into the law 
of England and Wales through the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (Forestry)(England and Wales) Regulations 1999. The 
regulations were amended in 2017. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*The scope of projects subject to EIA is defined broadly in Directive 2011/92/EU as including construction 
works, installations and other interventions in the natural surroundings and landscape including the 
extraction of mineral resources. 
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Assess how much 
information is 
needed for an EIA 
screening of your 
forestry projects 

Use table 6c in the application form to assess how much information 
is needed for an EIA screening of anything in your work programme 
that can be considered as afforestation, deforestation, forest road 
works or forest quarry works. Table app6c.i in appendix 6 contains 
definitions of sensitive areas. Select YES if the cumulative total area 
for a given category is over the threshold. If part of the area is within 
a national park, area of outstanding beauty, or other sensitive area 
then use the threshold appropriate to that sensitivity. Include any 
areas of work carried out within the previous five years in your totals. 

 

Exceptional 
circumstances 

The area thresholds in the regulations are provided for guidance and 
it is possible for your project to be within these and still require EIA 
consent*. 

 

Scoping your 
forestry projects 

If you have scored any YESes in table 6c (or you consider there to 
be exceptional circumstances as described above) then use form 
10i Environmental impact assessment to carry out an initial scoping 
of any likely significant effects of your activities on the environment. 

 

Application for our 
opinion 

The regulations make provision for the proposer (you, the applicant) 
to apply in writing to the appropriate forestry body (us, the regulator) 
for our opinion as to whether a project is a relevant project but 
requires you to supply the following information: 

• a map 

• information on the characteristics of the project and its 
likely significant effects on the environment (as specified in 
Schedule 2A of the regulations) 

• such further information or representations as required, 
including a description of any features of the project or projects 
and any mitigation measures 

The regulations also require you to take into account any criteria in 
Schedule 3 which are relevant to the project. If you are writing to us 
for our opinion then you should complete form 10i Environmental 
impact assessment and include this with your application. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*An ‘estate or interest in the land on which the trees are growing’ is the term used in Section 10(1) of the 
Forestry Act 1967 ‘as enables [you], with or without the consent of any other person, to fell the trees’. 
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The level of 
information 
required with your 
application for an 
opinon 

European Commission EIA guidance emphasises the importance of 
the whole assessment: the number of YESes (to likely significant 
effects) over all categories of the assessment and how significant 
their impacts. The 2017 amendment to the EIA (forestry) regulations 
refers to information ‘reasonably required’ and provided with regard 
to ‘current knowledge and methods of assessment’. It also requires 
applicants to provide more information upfront on the potential 
environmental impacts of their proposals. This enables you to 
address potentially significant impacts at the earliest stage as you 
develop your proposals so avoiding the greater cost and time 
associated with taking a project through the whole EIA procedure. 

 

Timescales for us 
to respond to you 
with our opinion 

We will aim to provide you with written notice of our opinion within 
28 days of the date of receipt of your application or, if we have 
asked you for more information, from the date of receipt of that 
information. If the nature, complexity, location or size of the project 
demands a longer period for us to reach an opinion then we may 
extend our target date, giving you reasons and an estimated date. 

 

What if the level of 
information you 
provide is 
insufficient? 

If you have not provided us with sufficient information to enable us to 
give our opinion then we will respond in writing to let you know what 
we require and a reasonable time period for you to provide this. If 
we consider that you will need to prepare an environmental 
statement then we will discuss this with you. 

 

Publishing our 
screening decision 

Where we make a formal EIA screening decision, either for an EIA 
to be required or not required, then we are required to keep a record 
of our decision and the reasons for it. We are also required to make 
this available to the public, which we will do by publishing the results 
on our webpage. 

 

Duration of EIA 
approval 

The EIA consents we issue will last for five years. We may serve 
you with an enforcement notice if you carry out work on a project 
that should have had our assent. 

 

6d.  Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
 

What are the 
Habitats 
Regulations? 

The Habitats Regulations is the shortened name commonly given to 
the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, which 
transpose into domestic law the 1992 EC Habitats and Species 
Directive and the 2007 EC Birds Directive. The Habitats Regulations 
will continue to apply after the UK leaves the European Union. 

 

What is a habitats 
regulations 
assessment 

Habitats regulations assessment (HRA) is the term commonly 
given to the assessment of the potential effects of a plan or project 
on a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) or Special Protection Area 
(SPA). SACs and SPAs, collectively referred to as European sites 
or ‘Natura 2000 sites’, are sites designated under the Habitats 
Directive or Birds Directive in order to protect the particular habitat 
types and species for which the areas are considered of European 
importance. In addition, as a matter of Welsh Government policy, 
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sites designated under the international wetlands convention 
(Ramsar sites) are given the same protection as European sites, 
meaning that HRAs also need to be carried out in relation to these. 
For the sake of brevity the term European site is used below to 
include both European sites and Ramsar sites. 

 

There are 120 SACs, SPAs and Ramsar sites in or partly in Wales, 
covering about 7% of the land area. Information about these is 
publicly available, and you will have considered them when you 
carried out your screening for area constraints in section 3a.i, and if 
applicable when considering EIA issues in section 6c. 

 

Use the interactive map viewer to find the names of any European 
sites on or near your forest management unit, then log onto 
naturalresources.wales > Guidance and advice > Wildlife and 
biodiversity > Find protected areas of land and seas > Designated 
sites to access the maps and core management plan for each site. 
The core management plan sets out our vision for the management 
of the site, the conservation objectives for each designated 
feature (habitat type or species), and related information including 
the site management requirements. 

 

When is an HRA 
required and who 
carries this out? 

If your proposals could or might impact negatively on a European 
site then we will need to carry out an HRA before we make a 
decision on whether to approve your forest management plan. If any 
of your proposals are within an SSSI and also require SSSI consent 
then we must also carry out an HRA before determining this consent 
if there is the potential for an adverse effect on a European site. Any 
conditions that might be needed to ensure your activities will avoid 
damaging European site features will normally be covered by your 
land management agreement (and if applicable, included in any 
SSSI consent that may be required). 

 

HRA is not required if there is clearly no risk of your proposals 
affecting a European site, for example because your forest 
management unit is too far away from such sites for there to be any 
reasonably foreseeable potential impact pathway between your 
activities and a designated habitat or species. Note however that 
even if your land is not within a European site, it will be important to 
consider carefully whether your proposals could affect an adjacent 
or nearby site, for example through pollution or alteration of 
watercourses, impacts on groundwater, or disturbance to 
populations of mobile species*. 

 

 
 

*As an example, a European site designated for spawning Atlantic salmon, which 
rely on good water quality, may be affected by sediment-loaded water coming 
downstream from a harvesting operation many miles upstream. By contrast, a 
European site only a few hundred metres away may be completely unaffected by 
your proposals if there are no potential impact pathways. 

 

http://naturalresources.wales/
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 The consideration of the potential impact pathways from your 
proposals should start as early as possible in the development of 
your plan as this will make it easier to avoid potential problems later 
on (enabling you to modify your plans to avoid or minimise these). 

 

Exemption from 
HRA 

 

If your forest management plan is designed solely to conserve the 
special features of a European site then it does not need to be 
subject to an HRA. If you are seeking to work under this exemption 
then you will be expected to work closely with our environment 
officers, and your vision and management objectives and your work 
programme will need to clearly reflect this and be in full alignment 
with our management plan for the European site concerned. Note 
that a forest management plan which includes nature conservation 
purposes alongside other objectives (e.g. commercial, recreational, 
landscape) is not exempted from an HRA. 

 

How is HRA 
carried out? 

Any type of plan or project with the potential to affect a European 
site is subject to an HRA, but HRAs can vary from a simple 
screening exercise to determine whether the risk of damage can be 
ruled out (without considering the proposals in detail) to a detailed 
appropriate assessment of the potential effects of your proposals 
(direct, indirect, short-, medium- and long-term) on the conservation 
objectives of a European site and how any potential adverse effects 
can be avoided or mitigated. 

 

The first stage of an HRA (screening) is to establish whether your 
proposals are likely to have a significant effect on a European 
site. We must make this decision on a precautionary basis, which 
means that your proposals must be ‘screened in’ (in other words 
they must proceed to the next stage of HRA unless the possibility of 
a significant effect can be ruled out on the basis of objective 
information). In cases of doubt, proposals must be screened in for 
assessment. 

 

If your proposals are ‘screened out’ (as not likely to have a 
significant effect) then this will complete the HRA process, otherwise 
the next stage is for us to carry out an appropriate assessment of 
the implications for the European site(s) potentially affected. This 
requires us to consider the detail of your management proposals 
and all the potential ways in which they could affect one or more of 
the habitat types or species for which the European site is 
designated (in view of the conservation objectives for the site). In 
carrying out the appropriate assessment, we will carefully consider 
whether any mitigation measures you have included in your 
proposals are sufficient to rule out adverse effects, or whether 
additional mitigation might be needed. 

 

What happens 
then? 

If we determine that your proposals are not likely to have a 
significant effect on a European site or, following an appropriate 
assessment, that they will not adversely affect the integrity of any 
European site (if necessary taking into account any additional 
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conditions or restrictions to mitigate risk to European site features), 
then that concludes the HRA. Otherwise we may need to discuss 
with you making further changes to your proposals before approval 
can be given. 

 

What information 
do I need to 
provide? 

It is important that you provide sufficient information about your 
proposals to enable us to decide whether an HRA is required, and if 
an HRA is required to enable us to carry out the screening stage 
(and if applicable the appropriate assessment). If we do not have 
sufficient information to enable us to carry out the HRA, or to enable 
us to be satisfied that an HRA is not required, then we will not be 
able to approve your forest management plan. 

 

Ideally you will have already assembled most or all of the 
information needed for the HRA (or to enable us to decide whether 
an HRA is required) by completing section 3a.i Area sensitivities, 
section 5 Work programme and whichever parts of section 6c 
Environmental Impact Assessment are applicable. Using this 
information, and any other information you consider relevant, you 
should complete form 10j Habitats regulation assessment. We will 
use this information to inform our assessment, and if we need 
anything further then we will let you know as soon as possible. 

 

Early informal consultation with our protected sites advisor in the 
relevant environment team will help to identify any area and feature 
sensitivities associated with your proposals (including in particular 
any potential implications for European sites) and to help ensure you 
include the relevant information for HRA purposes. See section 11 
Sources of further advice for contact details. 

 

What if my plans 
change at a later 
date? 

We recognise that details of your plans may need to change over 
time. Section 9 contains guidance on making amendments to your 
approved forest management plan. We will need to consider 
whether any category 2 or category 3 amendments would affect 
the conclusion of the original HRA (or could require an HRA where it 
was originally decided that an HRA was not required). 

 

If your proposed amendments could affect the designated habitats 
or species of a European site then before your amendment can 
approved we will need to carry out a further HRA (either a screening 
to confirm whether the changes are not significant, or possibly an 
appropriate assessment if the amendments are more substantial). 

 

A further HRA will not be required for any category 1 amendments 
as the original HRA will have been based on the assumption that 
your operations can vary within these tolerances. 

 

What happens if I 
do not have all the 
information I 

There may be instances where you will not have all the information 
on mitigation for a specific proposal in your plan for us to be certain 
that significant effects or adverse effects on the integrity of a 
European site can be avoided. In these circumstances it may still be 
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require right now 
for my proposal? 

possible for your plan to be approved but any permissions 
associated with the specific proposal will be subject to a subsequent 
HRA when details of the required mitigation do become available. 
The HRA must be carried out before any works relating to the 
proposal are undertaken. 

 

6e.  Protected species assessments (including European protected species) 
 

6e.i  European protected species (EPS) 
 

European protected species, both animals and plants, are protected under the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (commonly shortened to the 
Habitats Regulations). You can obtain a licence from us to avoid breaking the law. 
This section cannot cover all aspects of the law, but is intended also as an 
introduction to show how you can help conserve protected species. 

 

Animal EPS Schedule 2 of the Habitats Regulations includes the following animal 
EPS: 

• bats (all species) 

• dormouse (Muscardinus avellanarius) 

• great crested newt (Triturus cristatus) 

• otter (Lutra lutra) 

It is an offence deliberately to capture, injure, kill or disturb any of 
these species, to take or destroy its eggs, or to damage or destroy 
its breeding site or resting place. Disturb includes, in particular, 
anything likely to impair the animal’s ability to survive, breed or 
reproduce, to rear or nurture its young, hibernate or migrate, or to 
affect significantly its local distribution or abundance. 

 

The three EPS 
licensing tests 

We issue licences under Regulation 55 of the Habitats Regulations 
to allow you to work within the law. The following three EPS 
licensing tests should be met: 

• the purpose of your work meets one of those listed in the 
Habitats Regulations (see below) 

• there is no satisfactory alternative 

• the action authorised will not be detrimental to the maintenance 
of the population of the species concerned at a favourable 
conservation status in its natural range 

 

Purposes of your 
work listed in the 
Habitats 
Regulations 

The Habitats Regulations permit licences to be issued for a specific 
set of purposes including preserving public health or public safety or 
other imperative reasons of over-riding public interest (IROPI) 
including those of a social or economic nature and beneficial 
consequences of primary importance for the environment. Most 
licences for forestry operations will be for IROPI under Regulation 
55(2)(e) because of the wider public and societal benefits resulting 
from good forest management. 
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When might I work 
without a licence? 

There may be situations where you can work without a licence, by 
organising what you do in such a way that no offences are 
committed (i.e. by not damaging or destroying a breeding site or 
resting place, not capturing, killing or injuring individuals, not taking 
or destroying eggs, and causing no disturbance). This includes 
doing your work at a time when no disturbance will be caused. We 
may ask you for a method statement, which you should also pass to 
your timber merchant or contractor before work commences. Note 
that some existing ‘good practice’ guidance is now out of date and 
requires updating, and that you should take care to avoid committing 
an offence. 

 

You will need an 
EPS licence if 
carrying out your 
work may commit 
an offence 

Where one or more EPS is likely to be present (from assessing the 
sensitivities in your forest management unit or from your survey of 
the site in question), and you may commit one or more of the 
offences listed above in carrying out these works, then you will need 
an EPS licence. This may be an individual EPS licence or 
licences, but you may also discuss with us the possibility of an EPS 
programme of works licence based on the elements of your work 
programme where the EPS forest management toolkit may be 
applied. This is currently being tested on the Welsh Government 
woodland estate and requires a certain degree of experience and 
skill in its use, in particular in surveying methodology (time of year, 
effort and effectiveness etc) and monitoring. You must demonstrate 
that you have effectively assessed the species sensitivities and 
applied all elements of the toolkit correctly, and shown appropriate 
knowledge and understanding. All licences issued must always meet 
the three licensing tests described above. 

 

6e.ii  UK protected species 
 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, amongst others, gives legal protection to 
hundreds of plant and animal species found in the UK. We issue licences for several 
purposes under this and other legislation such as the Protection of Badgers Act 
1992 (see Badgers below) and the Deer Act 1991. This section cannot cover all 
aspects of the law, but will help you decide what activities might require a licence. 

 

Animals Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 lists around 50 
vertebrates and 70 invertebrates (but not birds), with various levels 
of protection according to the rarity of the species. Schedule 6 
prohibits certain methods of killing or taking particular wild animals, 
including the following: badger, bats, dormouse, hedgehog, otter, 
pine marten, polecat, red squirrel and shrews. For more information 
see naturalresources.wales > Permits and permissions > Protected 
species licensing > UK protected species licensing. 

 

Birds The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 protects all birds, their nests 
and their eggs. Schedule 1 also lists 79 species which have extra 
protection from disturbance. It an offence intentionally or recklessly 
to disturb a Schedule 1 bird while it is building or is in, on or near its 
nest containing eggs or young, or to disturb the dependent young of 
such a bird. See naturalresources.wales > Permits and permissions 

https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-licensing/uk-protected-species-licensing/badger-licences-issued-by-natural-resources-wales-and-the-welsh-government/
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-licensing/european-protected-species-licensing/bat-licensing/
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-licensing/european-protected-species-licensing/dormouse-licensing/
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-licensing/uk-protected-species-licensing/small-mammal-licensing/
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-licensing/european-protected-species-licensing/otter-licensing/
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-licensing/uk-protected-species-licensing/pine-marten-and-polecat-licensing/
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-licensing/uk-protected-species-licensing/pine-marten-and-polecat-licensing/
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-licensing/uk-protected-species-licensing/red-and-grey-squirrel-licensing/
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-licensing/uk-protected-species-licensing/small-mammal-licensing/
http://naturalresources.wales/
http://naturalresources.wales/
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> Protected species licensing > UK protected species licensing > 
Bird licensing for a list of Schedule 1 birds. Also check Annex I of 
the Birds Directive, which lists other species of wild bird. 

 

Badgers The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 fully protects badgers and their 
setts, with a range of offences including killing, injuring or ill-treating 
a badger, and damaging, destroying or obstructing access to a 
badger sett. We issue licences for a range of purposes, the most 
common being to interfere with a sett for any developments defined 
under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 or monuments 
scheduled under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Area 
Act 1970. 

 

The Welsh Government issues licences to interfere with badger 
setts for any forestry operation, any operation involving a 
watercourse, or for killing or taking a badger or interfering with its 
sett to prevent serious damage to land. Contact us, or the Welsh 
Government (telephone 0300 061 5920, email wildlife@gov.wales), 
should you require further information. Welsh Government wildlife 
advisors may also be able to visit your site and provide advice. 

 

Water voles Water voles are fully protected under the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 and it is an offence intentionally to kill, injure or take any 
wild water vole. For offences see red squirrels. Note too that as for 
red squirrels we are unable to issue a licence to disturb this animal. 

 

Red squirrels Red squirrels are rare in Wales: its main populations are in 
Anglesey, Clocaenog Forest and mid-Wales, and a few other sites. 
It is fully protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, 
under which it is an offence intentionally to take, kill or injure a red 
squirrel, or intentionally or recklessly to damage or destroy its place 
of shelter or protection. If you are carrying out surveys on red 
squirrels then check our website to avoid committing an offence, see 
naturalresources.wales > Permits and permissions > Protected 
species licensing > UK protected species licensing > Red and grey 
squirrel licensing. Note that we are updating this section of our 
website so we can improve the advice we give where red squirrels 
are present. This is particularly important as we are unable to issue 
a licence to disturb this animal. 

 

Grey squirrels are an invasive non-native species (INNS, or 
invasive alien species, IAS), having been introduced from North 
America. Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 it is illegal to 
own one or release one (for example, allowing it to escape into the 
wild having trapped it). Other IAS include muntjac deer. 

 

Plants It is illegal to uproot any wild plant unless you have the permission of 
the landowner. Schedule 8 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
also lists more than 100 flowering plants and over 75 lower plants. 
For these specially protected plants it is an offence intentionally to 
pick, uproot or destroy, or to sell, offer or expose for sale. 

mailto:wildlife@gov.wales
http://naturalresources.wales/
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Invasive alien species of plant include giant hogweed, Japanese 
knotweed and Himalayan balsam. 

 

6f.   Other regulatory assessments (including Water Management Plans) 
 

6f.i  Hedgerows 
 

Hedgerows 
Regulations 

If you intend to fell trees within a hedgerow and your work is not 
covered by one of the exemptions listed in appendix 1a then include 
this work in your work programme. If you intend to remove your 
hedgerow then you are required under the Hedgerows Regulations 
1997 to consult the local planning authority before doing so. Note 
that certain operations on hedgerows can result in a breach of cross 
compliance and a financial penalty if you receive direct payments, 
and you should discuss this with your woodland advisor if you have 
one. Liaise directly with the local planning authority as required. 

 

Further information on the regulations is available from 
legislation.gov.uk, see section 11 Sources of further advice and 
appendix 1 Tree felling and the law.  

 

6f.ii  Water management plans 
 

Water Management 
Plans 

A water management plan will be required* as follows: 

• where you require our permission to interfere with a 
watercourse, including installing a culvert 

• where you have a specific need to address a UK Forestry 
Standard requirement to protect water 

• where, as a result of a habitats regulation assessment, your 
proposed operations are likely to have a significant effect on a 
European site 

We will not normally expect your application to contain operational 
or contingency-level planning (the requirement for planning at the 
appropriate level is explained in section 5c) but there may be 
occasions, taking a risk-based approach, where some details at this 
level should be included, e.g. if you need to demonstrate how you 
will protect water and be compliant with the UKFS in scenarios such 
as the following: 

• how you will avoid silt entering watercourses (and causing 
diffuse pollution), for example from a harvesting operation where 
water can run directly off site into a watercourse, where brash is 
limited, and where the soils are susceptible to erosion 

• acknowledging that you need to store oil and fuel away from 
watercourses and locate pollution kits where they are needed. 

• how you will protect private water supplies from contamination 

 
 

*The UKFS mentions the need for operational plans to minimise siltation and 
erosion on pages 176-177 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/


FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN  Guidance note  PILOT  v Apr 2019 
 

 

Forest Management Plan Guidance note PILOT v APR 2019 naturalresources.wales Page 41 of 94 

 

 • where you will locate your monitoring points and how 
frequently you will check them for any siltation 

 

You may need to include contingencies for any of the above as part 
of your monitoring. Your WMP should not simply reiterate elements 
of the UKFS but relate to the proposals in your work programme. 

 

Where there is a potential impact on a European site, in particular 
where one or more watercourses which drain to such a site run 
through or close to the harvesting coupes in your work programme, 
then a WMP is the recommended method for demonstrating how 
you intend to manage this and minimise diffuse pollution. 

 

 

 
 

SECTION 7: Stakeholder engagement 
 

Public participation is a requirement of the UK Forestry Standard and you must give 
sufficient information to allow your stakeholders, where required, to consider the 
issues in your forest management plan as it relates to their personal health and well-
being. We will put your work proposals on our public register for 28 days to allow 
interested parties to comment and we may also liaise formally with statutory 
consultees on your behalf over particular aspects of your plan. 

 

7a.  Information to stakeholders 
 

Why you should 
engage with 
interested parties 

You must provide sufficient information about your proposals to any 
interested parties so they can consider how these might impact on 
their personal health and well-being. This is necessary for the 
following reasons: 

• the UK Forestry Standard requires consultation on significant or 
sensitive proposals to be carried out with interested parties as 
forest management plans are developed [UKFS item GFP✓13 
p25] 

• public participation is one of the nine principles of the 
sustainable management of natural resources under the 
Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

• public participation in decision-making in environmental matters 
is an objective of the Århus Convention, which provides rights 
for public participation in decision-making in environmental 
matters 

• some legislation, such as the Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017, requires us to consult publically 

The following are ways your proposals may impact on the local 
community and local interests: 

• neighbours unsure as to how the proposed operations might 
affect them 
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• specific legal issues, e.g. maintaining water supplies, servitude 
rights of access, rights of way 

• possible impacts on local amenities, e.g. visual, recreational, 
access 

• increased timber traffic on minor rural roads 

 

We will put all 
applications for 
new planting and 
felling onto our 
public register 

We will put summary details of your application onto our public 
register* for 28 days if it includes new planting and felling (and 
restocking). We will provide details of your proposals if requested 
to interested parties and statutory authorities, but with your personal 
details redacted. If appropriate we will pass on any comments 
received to you for your attention. 

 

It is your responsibility to make contact with statutory authorities 
such as local authorities (where there are tree preservation orders), 
or Cadw (for scheduled ancient monuments), or wherever else there 
is a requirement to consult or notify. 

 

Providing 
sufficient 
information to 
interested parties 

You should consider the following: 

• identify anyone with an interest in your proposals, including 
neighbours and any other interested parties. For larger schemes 
a community engagement exercise may be necessary 

• keep records of discussions with stakeholders as well as details 
of any notifications and responses received 

• consider whether amendments to your plan may remove any 
local concerns 

• include details of how and when local communities were 
consulted when submitting your plan 

If you receive only a small number of enquiries then record these 
using table 7a in the application form or if you need more space use 
form 10l Stakeholder engagement. When your plan is approved you 
should notify anyone who has been in touch with the final outcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*This can be seen at naturalresources.wales > Permits and permissions > Tree felling and other regulations. 

  

http://naturalresources.wales/
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Table 7a.i How and when to engage with consultees 

Interested Party When to contact them [and by whom] 

i. NRW place-based 
environment team 

• Proposals within the boundary of or could affect a 
European or UK-protected site [us* and you] 

• Proposals that could affect a priority habitat [us and you]. 
This is most likely with new planting 

ii NRW place-based 
environment team 

• Proposals that could affect water quantity or water 
quality (both groundwater and surface water flows) 
[primarily us] 

iii. CADW  • Proposals likely to affect a scheduled ancient monument. 
Show sufficient evidence in your application that the 
monument can be safeguarded [you] 

iv. National Park 
Authority  

 

• Proposals that exceed the relevant EIA (forestry) threshold 
and are potentially significant, and any proposals that are 
under threshold but may still be significant [primarily you] 

v. AONB conservation 
officer 

• Proposals that exceed the relevant EIA (forestry) threshold 
and are potentially significant, and any proposals that are 
under threshold but may still be significant [primarily you] 

vi. Local authority • Proposals where you require permitted development 
[you]. See section 6c for more details 

• Proposals where you need to apply for a public right of 
way to be closed [you]. You may need to consult the local 
access forum if open access land is affected 

vii. Community Council  • Consider consulting the community council as 
representative of the local community for any afforestation 
or deforestation proposals over ten hectares in size (five 
hectares where there is public access to the site) 
[primarily you] 

viii. Royal Society for 
the Protection of 
Birds  

• Proposals for new planting over ten hectares in size 
[primarily you] 

 

 

*‘Us’ in this context is our Permitting (Forestry) team consulting internally within NRW 

 

7b.  Dealing with issues that arise during consultation 
 

Dealing with 
difficult cases 

Where we support an application but a statutory authority raises a 
serious objection to any part of it then we will enter into formal 
consultation to attempt to reach an agreement. This may last up to 
28 days. Where we cannot agree we will refer the case to an 
advisory panel drawn from the Woodland Strategy Advisory 
Panel. The panel will comprise a chairperson and at least two other 
members selected to provide a balance of interests and expertise, 
and will make contact with anyone who has expressed a concern 
over the proposals. The panel may convene a meeting of interested 
parties or a public meeting, and will explore possible compromise 
solutions with a view to achieving reconciliation. The panel will 
report back to WSAP, who will publish their recommendations and 
report formally to Welsh Ministers. If there is a difference of view at 
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this point then the Minister will consider the case and make his or 
her decision. Difficult cases are most likely with new planting, not 
management of existing woodland. 

 

 
 
 

SECTION 8: Approval of your forest management plan 
 

At this point in the forest management plan procedure your proposals will be in an 
advanced stage of near-readiness for approval. This section explains how we will 
assess these and provide you with feedback, how you should sign your documents 
and what will happen once your plan is approved. Your obligations under your 
approved plan will be explained in section 9 Amending, monitoring and reviewing. 

 

8a.  Submit your forest management plan application 
 

Send us your 
completed and 
signed application 
form, work 
programme, maps 
and any 
supporting 
documents 

When your application is ready, and your application form, your work 
programme, your maps, any supplementary forms and digital 
photographs, and any other supporting documents are signed and 
dated where required, then email everything to us at: 
fellinglicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk. If you have printed off 
the forms to complete manually then post these to us at: Customer 
Care Centre, Natural Resources Wales, Cambria House, 29 
Newport Road, Cardiff, CF24 0TP. We will acknowledge receipt 
within three working days. If you need to speak with someone then 
phone us on 0300 065 3000 and ask for a Permitting Officer for 
Forestry. We operate a digital first policy and can accept electronic 
signatures on your forms and maps. 

 

How we will 
assess your forest 
management plan 

We are likely to have liaised with you over specific details in your 
draft plan, and if you have elected to correspond by email then at 
this stage we may continue to paste sections of your draft plan into 
emails to facilitate discussion over these particular elements. 

 

You should use the checklists in the application form to help 
ensure you have provided us with all the required information. You 
can find these in sections 8a.ii, 8a.iii and 5c and the forms in section 
10 Supplementary forms. We will assess your plan against these 
checklists and the legal and good forestry practice requirements of 
the UK Forestry Standard. The amount of information you provide 
should reflect the size, complexity and sensitivity of your forest 
management unit and the nature and scale of the operations you 
are proposing over the period of your plan. Include the information 
required for regulatory assessments, details of the steps you have 
taken for protected site consents or species licensing, and any 
stakeholder engagement. 

 

Ensuring your plan 
is ‘duly made’  

When we receive your plan we will determine whether we consider it 
duly made* by checking that all essential administrative and 
technical information has been provided. We will try to help you by 
fixing minor discrepancies or by pointing out where you need to 

mailto:fellinglicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
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provide certain required information but we cannot carry out 
substantial work on an application that requires a significant rework. 
We will write to tell you this, giving you clear reasons on what needs 
to be done, and we will suggest a timescale for you to respond. In 
the meantime we will consider your application to be on hold, and 
we may ask you to consider an extension where we cannot progress 
this within three months. 

 

*The Forestry Act 1967 uses the term in the prescribed manner. Particularly 
relevant in this context is the reference in Section 10(1) of the Act. 

 

What happens 
once I submit my 
application? 

When we receive your application we will acknowledge receipt 
within three working days. We may need to inspect your trees and 
will usually contact you within three weeks to arrange a site visit if 
required. 

 

Unless your application is for thinning only, or is mainly larch, then 
summary information from your application will be put on our public 
register. It will stay there for 28 days to give interested parties the 
opportunity to comment. We cannot approve your plan until this time 
has elapsed. We may also consult internally and with other 
organisations so we take into account any environmental or land 
use issues that may affect your proposals. 

 

Table 8a.i Our public register (showing the summary details we will make public) 

 

 

 

Refusing your 
felling permission 

If you have not provided enough information to enable us to 
determine the acceptability of your forestry proposals, or you have 
not provided the required additional information within the timescale 
we have written to you about, or you refuse to sign the extension 
letter we send to you, then your application will be deemed refused. 

 

If what you wish to do clearly contravenes the UK Forestry Standard 
then we will discuss this with you. If you insist on continuing with 
your application then it may be formally refused. 

 

A deemed refusal means you can reapply at any time but a formal 
refusal means you cannot re-apply for three years. There is no right 
of appeal for a first formal refusal but you can appeal to the Minister 
after a second, see section 8c Appeals. 
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Charging for 
discretionary 
advice 

We may need to discuss with you a charge for our discretionary 
advice should your application be incomplete, in particular where 
elements of the regulatory assessment have not been carried out. 
We may also charge where your plan is unduly complex or of 
poor quality and we assess that we need to spend more than two 
hours in processing it. We will tell you which elements of your plan 
we consider require further work and will provide an estimate of how 
much we will charge you before we start any work. We will not start 
work or do work beyond the value of this estimate without 
discussing this with you first. You can choose to improve the 
quality of your submission in the areas we have identified, modify 
your proposals, or engage other professional advice to bring your 
application up to standard. You can also choose to withdraw your 
application at this point. 

 

8b.  Declarations and signatures 
 

Initial declaration 
and signature (on 
your application 
form) 

There are two stages in the forest management plan procedure 
where you are required to make a declaration and provide your 
signature: the first of these is when you submit your application. 
Your initial declaration and signature on your application form 
also serves as a reminder of the steps you need to consider so you 
provide the required level of base information to get everything 
underway. 

 

What is covered in 
your initial 
declaration 

Your initial declaration requires you to certify that: 

i. the information in your application is accurate and complete to 
the best of your knowledge and belief 

ii. you have an estate or interest, as defined in Section 10 of the 
Forestry Act 1967, in the forest management unit as enables 
you, with or without the consent of any other person, to fell the 
trees 

iii. you have obtained any necessary consents from any other 
person or persons and have provided details 

iv. you have made the necessary checks with the local planning 
authorities regarding tree preservation orders and conservation 
areas and have provided any relevant details with your 
application 

v. you have included details of any other permits you have obtained 
and any consultations with other bodies you have undertaken in 
connection with your forest management unit 

 

Second 
declaration and 
signature (on your 
land management 
agreement) 

The second stage where you are required to make a declaration 
and provide your signature is in the land management agreement. 
This document will form a schedule to your approved forest 
management plan and sets out the way in which your work is to be 
carried out and the steps to be followed in certain scenarios. 

 

Your land management agreement declaration requires you to 
certify that: 
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i. you have read, understand and agree to the conditions in the 
land management agreement 

ii. you will adhere to the regulatory assessments in section 6 of the 
application form and appended to your approved forest 
management plan 

iii. you will carry out the proposed operations in your work 
programme in line with the UK Forestry Standard and you will 
adhere to all other conditions appended to your approved forest 
management plan 

iv. the timber you fell will comply with the EU Timber Regulation 
2013 and you will have no reason to believe that this will not be 
entirely legal 

 

Assessments and other conditions appended to your approved 
forest management plan will be the final version or versions of your 
updated application form and any supplementary forms, which will 
form schedules 1 and 4 respectively to your approved forest 
management plan. 

 

You can nominate your agent or consultant to sign your forest management plan on 
your behalf for all or for selected stages of its development, see sections 1c and 1d. 

 

Note that your application may be refused or your land management agreement 
terminated if you give false or incomplete information. 

 

Electronic 
signatures 
(including maps) 

The helpsheet described in appendix 2a.iii includes methodologies 
for you to produce electronic signatures on your maps. As further 
proof of signature we will electronically file the email you send to us 
with your maps attached. 

 

The format of your 
approved forest 
management plan 

When we receive your signed land management agreement and 
approve it we will include this with your approved forest 
management plan, which will comprise seven schedules as follows: 

• Schedule 1: your forest management plan application form 

• Schedule 2: your work programme 

• Schedule 3: your maps (including Map 1 showing the extent of 
your forest management unit) 

• Schedule 4: any supplementary forms and digital 
photographs submitted with your application 

• Schedule 5: your approved land management agreement 

• Schedule 6: a felling licence certificate with the reference 
number of your felling licence 

• Schedule 7: an EU Timber Regulation due diligence form 

 

These schedules will be based on the final versions of each of these 
elements of your application converted to PDF format. You may find 
it useful to keep the Word version of your application form updated 
for your own records. 
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You will now have permission to carry out the operations described 
in your work programme, your forest management plan, and any 
supplementary forms as shown on your maps for five years. This 
period will start from the Date of approval entered in section (c) of 
the land management agreement and will end on the Date of expiry. 
Amending, monitoring and reviewing your proposals is described in 
the next section, section 9. 

 

Important details 
to note about your 
felling permission 

• Conditional felling approval: Tree felling entered as TH (for 
thinning) in your work programme will usually be approved 
unconditionally under your felling permission. All other tree 
felling (including CF for clearfelling and SF for selective felling for 
example) will usually be conditionally approved, which means 
that the land cleared of trees will be restocked with the trees and 
in the manner described in your work programme. The terms 
‘unconditional’ and ‘conditional’ in this context relate solely to 
your restocking obligations and there may be other conditions 
required under your approved plan. An unconditional felling 
permission can be issued for reasons other than thinning, for 
example for an approved peatland restoration.  

• TPOs and conservation areas: Your felling permission will not 
cover the felling of trees to which a tree preservation order 
applies if you did not declare its existence in your application, 
and you may commit an offence by felling them. If a TPO is 
subsequently placed on any of the trees included in your felling 
permission after being issued then the consent of the local 
planning authority must be obtained before they are felled. If 
your trees are in a conservation area then in addition to your 
felling licence you will need to give the LPA six weeks’ notice in 
advance of any felling, topping, lopping or uprooting work. 

• EU Timber Regulation: The Timber and Timber Products 
(Placing on the Market) Regulations 2013, which enforce the EU 
Timber Regulation, are explained in section 6b, and the 
importance of maintaining adequate operator records in section 
9a. The EUTR due diligence form we will issue with your 
approved forest management plan will outline what you need to 
do to comply with the regulation. Section one of the form will 
contain the summarised details of your approved felling from 
your section 5a Summary of your work programme figures. We 
will add your plan’s case reference and will sign and date the 
form. The remaining sections of the form should be completed by 
the operator and records kept for the required period of five 
years. 

• Telling others about your felling permission: Everyone 
involved in the felling of trees, whether doing the work yourself or 
engaging others – for example if you are the owner, agent, 
timber merchant or contractor – must ensure that a felling licence 
or other felling permission has been issued before any felling is 
carried out or that one of the exemptions apply. They must also 
ensure that the work is carried out in accordance with the terms 
of any other NRW permission or that of a local authority or other 
statutory body. 
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• Telling us (and the new owner) when you sell your land: If 
you sell any land covered by a felling licence then you must tell 
us and the new owner about this, see section 9a. 

 

What happens if I 
do not sign the 
land management 
agreement? 

If you do not sign your land management agreement then we will not 
be able to approve your forest management plan and you will not 
have permission to fell the trees in your work programme. We will 
then refuse your application under Section 10(1) of the Forestry Act 
1967 on the basis that it is not duly made. 

 

8c.  Appeals and complaints 
 

Making an appeal 
or a complaint 

We hope you will not have need to appeal against the way we have 
handled your application for a forest management plan or that you 
have cause for complaint, but if you do then this section explains 
how to go about doing so and the information you will need to gather 
to support your case. This applies to all stages of the forest 
management plan procedure. 

 

Clause 6 of your land management agreement covers dispute 
resolution which you should also refer to for any issues regarding 
the ongoing management of your approved plan and its subsequent 
review. 

 

Our Complaints 
and 
Commendations 
Policy 

If you wish to make a complaint about us then please see our 
Complaints and Commendations Policy on our website: 
naturalresources.wales > Contact us > Making a complaint. You can 
also ask for a copy of this document by calling us on 0300 065 3000 
or writing to us at: Complaints, Natural Resources Wales, Maes y 
Ffynnon, Penrhosgarnedd, Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57 2DW. Our 
complaints form can be emailed or sent to us, or you can pass on 
your complaint directly by phone or by letter. 

 

Appeals where you 
have been formally 
refused a felling 
licence 

The Forestry Act 1967 contains an appeals process which is 
available where you have been formally refused a felling licence 
twice for the same area, the same work proposals, and where your 
two applications are more than three years apart. This will also apply 
should we refuse your application for a forest management plan. 
Where we formally refuse your application then we cannot 
consider the same or a similar application for three years. We 
may however consider another application if the proposals are 
significantly different or there has been a change of circumstances. 
You can make a request to the Welsh Ministers for our decision to 
be reviewed. The Minister may ask for an independent reference 
committee to provide advice before deciding whether to uphold or 
amend our decision. 

 

Appeals against 
our restocking 
conditions or our 

You can also appeal to the Welsh Ministers if do not agree with the 
restocking conditions we issue with your felling licence or if you have 
applied to us for consent under the EIA (forestry) regulations and 

http://www.naturalresources.wales/
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decisions on 
forestry EIAs 

you wish to appeal against our decision. This should be made to the 
Welsh Ministers within 28 days of receiving our decision. 

 

Appeals against 
penalties for 
infringements 

If you have been served with a penalty notice for a perceived 
infringement then this will contain details of your rights of appeal and 
the mechanisms to follow. You can be served such a notice for a 
number of reasons including failure to adhere to a restocking 
notice (Forestry Act 1967), failure to adhere to an enforcement 
notice (EIA (Forestry)(England and Wales) Regulations 1999) and 
failure to obey a statutory plant health notice (Plant Health 
(Forestry) Order 2005). These are described in more detail in 
appendix 3b Appeals against penalties for infringements. 

 

Other appeals and 
complaints 
procedures 

The following appeals and complaints processes may also be useful 
depending on the nature of your appeal or complaint: 

i. Assembly Members: You can write to any Member of the 
National Assembly for Wales about your complaint 

ii. Public Services Ombudsman for Wales: You can contact the 
Public Services Ombudsman for Wales, 1 Ffordd y Hen Gae, 
Pencoed, CF35 5LJ or email ask@ombudsman-wales.org.uk 

 

 
 
 

SECTION 9: Amending, monitoring and reviewing 
 

It is likely you will need or want to amend your approved forest management plan at 
some point given the length of time it will be in place, the area of woodland it is likely 
to cover, and its possible complexities. Some changes may be minor and can take 
place within agreed boundaries but others may require a formal amendment. This 
section explains the different types of amendment and how to go about amending 
your approved plan. It also explains how to monitor progress, which can be done 
throughout the plan period not just at its end, and it describes the steps to take to 
review your plan as it approaches its expiry. 

 

9a.  Amending your approved forest management plan 
 

Can you work 
within defined 
levels of 
operational 
flexibility or do you 
need to formally 
amend your 
approved plan? 

The tolerance table in appendix 5 has been designed to provide 
you with a suitable degree of flexibility in carrying out your 
operations, and defines the following three categories of 
amendment: 

• Category 1: This can be carried out with no need to notify us, 
but you are required to keep your own records of any such 
changes and to include these in your Form 10g Work programme 
summary and plan review return when you renew your plan. 

• Category 2: This requires you to notify us of your amendment 
and you should attach (or send) suitable maps or digital photos 
to illustrate the issue. We may enter into some correspondence 
over your amendment but if it is relatively straightforward then we 
may simply acknowledge and file it. 

mailto:ask@ombudsman-wales.org.uk
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• Category 3: This should be submitted on form 10n Amendment 
and will require our written approval (we will acknowledge 
receipt within three working days). Note that the tolerance table 
only summarises the main categories of amendment and 
anything else is likely to be category 3. Please contact us if you 
are unsure which category you should use. 

 

Category 1 is intended to provide you with the flexibility you need to 
manage your forest management unit with a suitable regulatory light 
touch. Categories 2 & 3 are most likely where you need to make 
significant changes to your approved plan, for example catastrophic 
windblow, an outbreak of a major disease, significant changes to an 
owner’s objectives (perhaps due to a change of ownership), or new 
information of key importance such as confirmation of a failing 
waterbody or an updated survey of deep peat or ancient woodland. 

 

The tolerance table applies at a coupe level only to your work 
programme and you should consider any regulatory impacts from its 
use, such as compliance with the UK Forestry Standard and any 
need for a further environmental impact assessment or habitats 
regulations assessment (which may require our formal approval 
before you carry out your operations). The tolerance table is 
intended to provide you with operational flexibility and is not to be 
used instead of adequate planning. The percentages in the table 
refer to the proportions of an approved coupe measured in gross* 
hectares. 

 

*Gross to net is described in more detail in Forest mensuration: a handbook for 
practitioners (Forestry Commission 2006, stock code FCBK039). 

 

Possible need for 
your category 3 
amendment to go 
back onto the 
public register 

We will determine whether your category 3 amendment needs to go 
back on the public register, which is most likely where you propose 
a material change in the scale or nature or your proposed operations 
in scenarios such as the following: 

• additional areas of new planting or clearfelling: Areas of new 
planting over the EIA (forestry) threshold for afforestation or 
further areas of clearfell outwith categories 1 & 2. 

• felling and not restocking: Whatever the reason including 
peatland restoration. An EIA (forestry) screening is will also be 
required. Where approved we we will enter ‘UNCONDITIONAL’ 
in your work programme felling permission. 

 

The following are unlikely to need to go back on the public register: 

• amending the proportions of conifers and broadleaves: If the 
changes are acceptable under the UK Forestry Standard and 
Woodlands for Wales. 

• amending the indicative felling or restocking year: We may 
require you to refer to your managed landbank to demonstrate 
how you are managing the amount of land awaiting restocking. 
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• windblow: The tolerance table gives considerable operational 
flexibility due to the need to deal quickly with windblown timber. If 
outwith categories 1 & 2 but in the interests of good forestry to be 
cleared quickly then discuss this with your regulatory woodland 
officer, who can approve your work by an exchange of emails. A 
map or annotated aerial photograph may also help. A site visit is 
unlikely to be required. Windblown areas must be replanted and 
as far as you can you should follow any approved restocking 
prescriptions. 

 

Keeping a record 
of your 
amendments 

Use the table in section 9a.i of the application form or use form 10n 
Amendment to maintain your own records. Also update your working 
copies of your work schedule (Excel) and application form (Word) to 
keep everything in one place. 

 

Amending the 
conditions of an 
approved felling 
permission 

There is no provision in the Forestry Act 1967 to amend the 
conditions of a felling permission but where appropriate we may 
choose to do so based on the public law principles of 
reasonableness, consideration of the relevant facts, and where both 
parties fully agree to the amendment. Your amendment may need to 
go back on the public register depending on the scale or nature or 
your proposed operations. 

 

There may be occasions where the conditions of your approved 
felling permission are no longer appropriate: the site conditions may 
have changed since felling for example or the restocking may have 
partially failed leaving open space. 

 

Consider the following: 

• do the changes reasonably meet the aims of the original 
condition? 

• would this situation have been acceptable when the permission 
was issued, in particular no reduction in the original proportion of 
broadleaves and any remnant features of PAWS are protected? 

• is the current restocking acceptable under the UK Forestry 
Standard and Woodlands for Wales? 

• does the present area of woodland accord with the owner’s 
vision and management objectives? 

If the answers to these questions are overwhelmingly ‘yes’ then we 
will work with you to come up with amended conditions acceptable 
to both parties. 

 

Keeping adequate 
operator records 
to comply with the 
EU Timber 
Regulation 

There may be occasions where the summarised figures of your 
approved felling on your EUTR due diligence form (see sections 
6b and 8b) will not show all the trees that you (or the operator) 
intend to market, for example any felling done under: 

• any category of amendment from the tolerance table 

• a full statutory plant health notice (SPHN) 

• an exemption, such as felling coppice of less than 15 centimetres 
in diameter 
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If you (or the operator) need to keep records of additional timber to 
the summary we have provided you with then download a further 
copy of the EUTR due diligence form from naturalresources.wales 
> Forestry > Tree felling and other regulations > European Union 
timber regulation to complete and retain. This will provide evidence 
that your timber has come from a legally-harvested source. 

 

The regulations also require you (or the operator) to keep records 
of the species of trees felled, and you should exercise sufficient 
precision in listing these in your work programme. This may also 
identify any trees not to be felled such as a retention component. A 
pragmatic view will be taken where, during harvesting a minor 
species component not previously observed is found or where 
spindly broadleaves require removal for safety or practical reasons. 
Retain sufficient records to satisfy any audit by Regulation Delivery. 

 

Selling your land – 
change of 
ownership and 
ongoing 
commitments 

A felling permission applies to the land regardless of its owner and 
remains in force, along with any conditions, after the land is sold. 
Any areas felled must be restocked and maintained for ten years. If 
you sell your land then you must let us know when it was sold and 
the new owner's details, and you must also inform the new owner 
about the felling permission. 

 

Charging If you have not provided enough information in support of your 
category 3 amendment then we may discuss with you a charge for 
our discretionary time, in particular where this needs to go back onto 
the public register. This will be done before we carry out any work 
and we will provide you with an estimate of how much it will cost. 

 

9b.  Monitoring and evaluation 
 

The importance of 
monitoring 

The importance of monitoring the work you are carrying out under 
your approved plan is explained in the UK Forestry Standard (on 
page 192 and General Foresty Practice 1 on page 29). Monitoring 
ensures your work is providing its expected outcomes, that you 
practise adaptive management, and you take preventative actions, 
these being principles of the sustainable management of natural 
resources under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. Any required 
changes can be dealt with as amendments and will inform your plan 
review at Year 5. 

 

Monitoring should, as far as possible, use data collected as part of 
your normal management activity or collected without too much 
additional effort. 

 

Monitoring your 
work quantities 
achieved from 
your work 
programme 

Although you are only required to submit an update of your progress 
for your plan review at Year 5 you will find it useful to maintain 
updated records of your work, which can be done using the tables in 
sections 5a and 9c of your working copy of your application form or 

http://www.naturalresources.wales/
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form 10g Work programme summary and plan review. Update the 
Area approved column to reflect any amendments. 

 

Monitoring your 
measures of 
success 

Provide a brief account of how well the measures of success you 
identified in section 4b of your application form are progressing. This 
is a requirement of the UK Forestry Standard (General Foresty 
Practice 1 on page 29). 

 

Regularly monitor and evaluate progress with your measures of 
success using the table in section 9b.ii of your application form or 
form 10e Management objectives, monitoring and evaluation. You 
will need this information for your plan review at Year 5. 

 

Table 9b.ii Monitoring your measures of success – worked example 

 

 

c.f. the earlier management objectives worked example in Figure 4a.ii 

 
 

Monitoring of any 
conditions in your 
approved plan 

Your monitoring should include the following where required: 

• conditions on any consents relating to European sites, SSSIs or 
protected species 

• conditions on any consents relating to SAMs and the Register of 
Parks and Gardens 
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• any EIA (forestry) consent where the factors taken into account 
at scoping require monitoring 

• medium and long-term successes of any peat restoration project 

Conditions and actions, and any required monitoring of these, will 
have been agreed at time of plan approval and added to the final 
version of your forest management plan application form (Schedule 
1 of your approved plan). 

 

There may be occasions where it is appropriate to record updates 
against your approved plan as follows: 

• neighbours likely to be affected by your tree felling operations, 
for example from increased timber traffic on minor rural roads 

• specific legal interests, for example water supplies, rights of 
access, rights of way, sporting rights 

• any impacts on local amenities, such as visual, recreational, 
access 

 

Recording any 
significant 
incidents 

You should record any incidents that have resulted in an actual or 
potential breach of the UK Forestry Standard along with its outcome. 
We may require you to give us details of this depending on its 
severity, which will be dealt with under clause 5 Breach of your land 
management agreement. 

 

9c.  Plan review 
 

Why a plan review 
at Year 5 is 
necessary 

Reviewing your approved plan at Year 5 is necessary: 

• to check your proposals remain valid and in line with your vision 
and management objectives and are suitable for a further five 
years 

• to facilitate the extension, subject to the agreement of both 
parties, of your felling permission for a further five years 

You should contact us up to six months before your plan reaches its 
Year 5 review date, which is entered in page 1 of your land 
management agreement as Date of expiry. 

 

How to carry out 
your plan review 

Update table 9c Plan review in your working copy of your application 
form or complete form 10g Work programme summary and plan 
review with your updated area approved figures in hectares taking 
into account any amendments (all three categories) and include 
your updated area worked figures for the first five years of your 
approved plan. Email or send this to our Permitting (Forestry) team. 
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Table 9c. Plan review 

 
 
 

What to do if you 
intend changing 
your work 
proposals, in 
particular the 
areas to be felled  

If you intend to change the areas you wish to fell then submit a 
revised work programme along with your table 9c Plan review or 
form 10g. If outwith category 1 or 2 amendments then there may be 
regulatory impacts to consider, such as a need for a further 
environmental impact assessment or habitats regulations 
assessment, and your work programme may need to go back on the 
public register. You may also need to renew some or all of the 
supporting documents to your original application and to refresh all 
maps that no longer accurately reflect your proposals. Any areas of 
trees already felled with a condition to restock must be replanted as 
per your approved work programme and maintained for ten years. 

 

Inspection of plans We may ask for a site meeting and you must let us, our officers and 
our authorised agents have access to your forest management unit 
at all reasonable times, Where possible we will give you reasonable 
notice. Our inspectors carry written authorisation which they will 
present to you at your request. 

 

Extending your 
existing plan 

If we agree that your existing approved plan remains fit for purpose 
then it may be possible to extend it rather than renew it. This can be 
considered at any point before or after the Year 5 review and will be 
done in our absolute discretion. Any additional work this entails will 
need to be cost recovered and we will discuss with you our potential 
charges before we carry out any work. 

 

Year 10 review Once your forest management plan reaches ten years from the 
original date of approval we would normally expect a new forest 
management plan to be prepared to cover the following ten years. 

 

Other permissions Consider any other permits and permissions you have which may 
expire at a different time from your approved forest management 
plan, for example: 

• EIA consent lasts for five years 

• GPDO consent from your local planning authority lasts for five 
years 

• a species licence typically lasts for one to two years unless you 
have a programme of works licence for a longer period 
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Forecasting timber 
production from 
private woodlands 

The forestry industry requires accurate forecasts of timber 
production from both publically-owned woodlands and private 
woodlands so investments can be planned. We may use the 
information in your returns to feed into such forecasts. 

 

 

 
 

SECTION 10: Supplementary forms 
 

A number of supplementary forms are available for you to download and use. These 
provide more space for you to enter the information you wish with your application. 
Their use is discretionary except for form 10f Work programme, which must 
accompany your application. 

 

You may need to provide more than one supplementary form with your application, 
for example if your plan requires an environmental impact assessment or a habitats 
regulations assessment. Other forms, such as form 10n Amendment or form 10g 
Work programme summary and plan review may be required after your forest 
management plan is approved. 

 

Completed supplementary forms should accompany your application and be emailed 
to: fellinglicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk or posted to: Customer Care Centre, 
Natural Resources Wales, Cambria House, 29 Newport Road, Cardiff, CF24 0TP. If 
you need to speak with someone then please phone us on 0300 065 3000 and ask for 
a permitting officer on forestry. 

 

The following supplementary forms are available from our website: 
 

10a. Determining the suitability of other plans 

10b. Additional ownership details 

10c. Owner-agent consent 

10d. Additional sensitivities 

10e. Management objectives, monitoring and evaluation 

10f.  Work programme [This form is mandatory and should accompany your application] 

10g. Work programme summary and plan review 

10h. UK forestry standard (UKFS) requirements checklist 

10i.  Environmental impact assessment (EIA) 

10j.  Habitats regulations assessment (HRA) 

10k. Protected species assessment (including the EPS toolkit) 

10l. Stakeholder engagement 

10m. Plantations on ancient woodland site (PAWS) assessment 

mailto:fellinglicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
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10n. Amendment 
 

 

 
 

SECTION 11: Sources of further advice 
 

You can find out more about applying for or preparing a forest management plan 
from our website naturalresources.wales, by emailing us on 
fellinglicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk or by contacting us on 0300 065 3000 (ask 
to speak with a permitting officer on forestry or your local regulatory woodland 
officer). You can also write to us at: Customer Care Centre, Natural Resources 
Wales, Cambria House, 29 Newport Road, Cardiff, CF24 0TP. 

 

You may need to refer to the following documents in preparing your plan: 
 

a. UK Forestry Standard (UKFS) 

b. Welsh Government: Woodlands for Wales 

c. Legislation.gov.uk 

d. EIA (Forestry)(England and Wales) Regulations 1999 

e. Designated site search 

f. Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Section 6 

g. Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Section 7 

h. NRW Booklet: Tree Felling: Getting Permission 

i. European Protected Species 

j. UK Protected Species 

k. Forestry Commission Cross-Border Team 

l. FISA 

m. NRW Briefing Note: Forestry and Water 

n. Acid Sensitive Catchments 

o. Glastir Woodland Creation Planners’ Guide 

p. Welsh Government: GWR: PAWS Restoration: Guidance on Best Practice 

q. Farming Connect: Woodland Management 

r. National Biodiversity Network Atlas Wales 

 

If you wish to contact us directly about sources of further advice then you will find 
these contact details useful. Note that we can only provide up to two hours of free 
time with you and after that we may have to discuss charging for our time. 

 

http://www.naturalresources.wales/
mailto:fellinglicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uk-forestry-standard
https://beta.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-06/woodlands-for-wales-strategy_0.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1999/2228/contents/made
http://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/wildlife-and-biodiversity/find-protected-areas-of-land-and-seas/designated-sites/?lang=en
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2016/3/section/6/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2016/3/section/7
https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/689103/34098_nrw_treefellingbooklet_a5_eng_fin_mar19_print.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/wildlife-and-biodiversity/european-protected-species/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/wildlife-and-biodiversity/uk-protected-species/?lang=en
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/planthealth
https://www.ukfisa.com/
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/forestry/forestry-and-water/overview-key-issues-requirements-and-progress/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/forestry/forestry-and-water/acid-sensitive-catchments/?lang=en
https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/690022/gn002-glastir-woodland-creation-planners-guidance-english.pdf
https://beta.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-01/glastir-woodland-restoration-plantations-on-ancient-woodland-sites-paws-restoration-guidance.pdf
https://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/taxonomy/term/18
https://wales.nbnatlas.org/
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NRW Customer 
Care Centre 

Customer Care Centre 
Natural Resources Wales 
Cambria House 
29 Newport Road 
Cardiff 
CF24 0TP 
 
Telephone: 0300 065 3000 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm. Ask to speak with a 
permitting officer on forestry or your local regulatory woodland 
officer 
 
Email: enquiries@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk 
Email: fellinglicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk 
Email: specieslicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk 

 

Forestry 
Commission 
Cross-Border 
Team 

(for movement 
licences etc) 

Please check the gov.uk website for details of common tree pests 
and pathogens and for the latest news on this UK-level work. 
 
Movement licences and processing licences can be obtained from 
Forestry Commission Cross-Border Team 
Telephone: 0300 067 5155 
Email: plant.health@forestrycommission.gov.uk 
Website: webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20180705114335 

 

CADW 

(for SAMs and for 
registered parks 
and gardens)  

Welsh Government 
Plas Carew 
Unit 5/7 Cefn Coed 
Parc Nantgarw 
Cardiff 
CF15 7QQ 
 
Telephone: 01433 336 000 
Email: cadw@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

 

Archaeological 
trusts 

(for unscheduled 
ancient 
monuments and 
historic features) 

Clwyd-Powys Archaeological 
Trust 
41 Broad Street 
Welshpool 
Powys 
SY21 7RR 
Telephone: 01938 553670 
Email: trust@cpat.org.uk 
 
 
Glamorgan-Gwent 
Archaeological Trust 
Heathfield House 
Heathfield 
Swansea 
SA1 6EL 
Telephone: 01792 655208 
Email: enquiries@ggat.org.uk 

Dyfed Archaeological Trust 
The Shire Hall 
Carmarthen Street 
Llandeilo 
Dyfed 
SA19 6AF 
Telephone: 01558 823121 
Email: 
info@dyfedarchaeology.org.uk 
 
Gwynedd Archaeological Trust 
Craig Beuno 
Garth Road 
Bangor 
Gwynedd 
LL57 2RT 
Telephone: 01248 352535 
Email: gat@heneb.co.uk 

 

mailto:enquiries@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
mailto:fellinglicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
mailto:specieslicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
mailto:plant.health@forestrycommission.gov.uk
mailto:cadw@wales.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:trust@cpat.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@ggat.org.uk
mailto:info@dyfedarchaeology.org.uk
mailto:gat@heneb.co.uk
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APPENDIX 1: Tree felling and the law 
 

You can fell certain volumes and certain types of tree, and you can carry out certain 
types of works without a felling permission from us. Appendix 1a describes the 
exemptions contained within the Forestry Act 1967 but note that local authorities 
and other statutory bodies also have powers to control the felling of trees. 

 

The list of regulations in appendix 1b is not exhaustive and is provided to give an 
overview of this complex area of law. Appendix 1c describes some of the penalties 
for infringements. If there is no felling permission in place or the wrong trees are 
felled and it turns out that a permission was necessary then anyone involved can be 
prosecuted so do not begin felling until we have issued your permission. Appendix 
1d describes your rights of appeal in the most commonly encountered scenarios. 

 

Appendix 1a. Felling exemptions under the Forestry Act 1967 
 

How much you can 
fell without a 
licence and the 
main categories of 
exemption under 
the Forestry Act 
1967 

In any calendar quarter you may fell up to five cubic metres without 
a licence as long as no more than two cubic metres are sold. 
Calendar quarters are defined as 1 January to 31 March, 1 April to 
30 June, 1 July to 30 September, and 1 October to 31 December. 
You should retain evidence if you fell more than five cubic metres 
over successive calendar quarters. You may find the timber volume 
calculator on forestry.gov.uk useful if you are unsure how to 
measure five cubic metres. Note that you may commit a separate 
offence under the Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry) 
(England and Wales) Regulations 1999 if you clear an area of 
woodland over time without permission. 

 

The main categories of exemption are as follows: 

i. lopping and topping, such as pollarding, pruning, crown lifting 
and crown reduction, but see also sections 3 and 6 for other 
controls on the felling of trees 

ii. felling fruit trees, or trees growing in a garden, orchard, 
churchyard, or public open space such as land laid out as a 
public garden 

iii. felling trees which, when measured at a height of 1.3 metres 
from the ground: 

o have a diameter 8 centimetres or less 

o if thinnings have a diameter of 10 centimetres or less 

o if existing coppice (i.e. previously managed by cutting to 
promote multi-stemmed growth arising at or near ground 
level) or underwood have a diameter of 15 centimetres or 
less 

iv. felling trees immediately required for the purpose of carrying out 
development authorised by planning permission (granted under 
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as amended) 

v. work carried out by certain providers of gas, electricity and water 
services and which is essential for the provision of these services 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/
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vi. felling necessary for the prevention of danger or the prevention 
or abatement of a nuisance. This exemption only applies if there 
is a real rather than a perceived danger, or a nuisance as 
recognised in law. You may be required to provide evidence that 
the trees presented a danger, for example through an accredited 
arboriculturalist’s report or photographic evidence. A diseased 
tree is not necessarily dangerous (see section 5d) and we 
strongly recommend that you contact us if you are considering 
felling a tree or trees you consider to be dangerous. We may be 
able to give you advice that would minimise the danger without 
any felling. You may be prosecuted for illegal felling if it is shown 
that the tree or trees did not present a real or immediate danger 
or they did not present a nuisance as recognised in law 

vii. felling necessary to prevent the spread of a quarantine pest or 
pathogen when done in accordance with a full Statutory Plant 
Health Notice (SPHN) we have served, see section 5d 

viii. felling done in compliance with any obligation imposed by or 
under an Act of Parliament, such as a notice served by a 
highway authority 

 

Contact us if you are not certain whether these exemptions apply (see section 11 for 
ways to contact us). 

 

Appendix 1b. The main laws governing the wider control of tree felling 
 

List of the main 
laws governing the 
wider control of 
tree felling  

The main laws governing the wider control of tree felling are listed 
below. Copies are available from legislation.gov.uk  

• the Forestry Act 1967 as amended 

• the Forestry (Felling of Trees) Regulations 1979 (SI 1979 No 
791) as amended 

• the Forestry (Exceptions from Restriction of Felling) Regulations 
1979 (SI 1979 No 792) as amended 

• the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended 

• the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as amended 

• the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 as amended 

• the Hedgerows Regulations 1997 (SI 1997 No 1160) as 
amended 

• the Town and Country Planning (Trees) Regulations 1999 (SI 
1999 No1892) as amended 

• the Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry) (England and 
Wales) Regulations 1999 (SI 1999 No 2228) as amended 

• the Plant Health (Forestry) (Phytophthora ramorum) (Great 
Britain) Order 2004 (SI 2004 No 3213) as amended 

• the Plant Health (Forestry) Order 2005 (SI 2005 No 2517) as 
amended 

• the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
(Wales) Regulations 2004 (SI 2004 No 1656) as amended 

• the Timber and Timber Products (Placing on the Market) 
Regulations 2013 (SI 2013 No 233) 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/
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• the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

• the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (SI 
2017 No 1012) 

• the Invasive Alien Species (Enforcement and Permitting) Order 
2019 

• the Invasive Non-native Species (Amendment etc.)(EU Exit) 
Regulations 2019 (SI 2019 No 223) 

Please note that this list is not exhaustive and that there are a 
number of other laws which give local authorities and other statutory 
bodies the right to control the felling of trees. 

 

Appendix 1c. Penalties for infringements 
 

The penalties described here are not exhaustive and are included to highlight the 
main infringements that can occur directly from the felling of trees. Section 6 
includes a more comprehensive overview of the factors you should consider in your 
plan. The permits we issue for tree felling follow the requirements laid down in 
legislation such as the Forestry Act 1967 and the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(Forestry)(England and Wales) Regulations 1999 and our offence response options 
for this legislation can be seen at naturalresources.wales > About us > What we do > 
How we regulate > Regulatory responsibilities. Public interest factors are also applied. 

 
App1c.i Forestry Act 1967 
 

i. Felling licensable 
trees without a 
felling 
permission and 
failing to respond 
to a restocking 
notice 

It is an offence to fell licensable trees without having obtained 
the required felling permission or other valid permission. This 
can mean, on conviction under the Forestry Act 1967, a fine of up to 
£2,500 or twice the value of the trees, whichever is the higher. This 
applies to everyone involved in the felling of trees, for example the 
owner, agent, timber merchant or contractor. 

 

If we are satisfied that the owner or lessee has committed an 
offence then we have the power to serve a restocking notice for 
the land concerned to be replanted with trees. We also have the 
power to prosecute the offender. Illegal felling is a breach of cross 
compliance and can result in a financial penalty being imposed on 
any direct payments you receive. Attempting to market illegally felled 
timber is an offence under the Timber and Timber Products (Placing 
on the Market) Regulations 2013. 

 

A restocking notice requires the replacement trees to be maintained 
to an acceptable standard for up to ten years. If you do not comply 
with the conditions of a felling licence or a restocking notice then we 
have the power to issue an enforcement notice requiring you to 
take action to meet the conditions. It is an offence not to obey an 
enforcement notice and can result in an unlimited fine. 

  

http://naturalresources.wales/
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Section 17(1) 
Felling a tree without the authority of a felling licence in a case requiring a 
licence under section 9(1) of the Forestry Act 1967 

Standard criminal and offence specific responses 

Warning Formal Caution Prosecution 
Fixed Penalty 

Notice 

✓ ✓ ✓ X 

Section 24(4) 
Failing without reasonable excuse to take any steps required by a notice 
under section 24 (an Enforcement Notice) of the Forestry Act 1967 

Standard criminal and offence specific responses 

Warning Formal Caution Prosecution 
Fixed Penalty 

Notice 

✓ ✓ ✓ X 

 
 
App1c.ii Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry(E&W) Regulations 1999 
 

ii. Carrying out 
work that 
required EIA 
consent 

If work that requires EIA consent is carried out without this consent 
or if the work you carry out breaches the terms of your EIA consent 
then we may serve an enforcement notice requiring you to put things 
right. This is a legal document and if a person on whom such a 
notice has been served does not comply with the terms set out in 
the notice then this constitutes an offence. 

 

An enforcement notice can be served on the following parties: 

• the person carrying out the work, for example, the contractor 

• the property owner 

• any other people who have sufficient interest in the property to 
allow them to carry out the work without the need to get 
permission from anyone else 

 

An enforcement notice requires a person to take one or more of the 
following actions: 

• apply to us for consent 

• restore the land to the condition it was in before the work was 
carried out 

• carry out any work on the land that is necessary and reasonable 
to ensure the terms of the consent are complied with 

• remove or alleviate any damage to the environment caused by 
the work 

• stop work on the relevant project 
 
The enforcement notice may specify the period during which any of 
the first four measures listed above must be taken. Different periods 
can be specified for different measures. If a person does not comply 

Summary only offence 

 

Summary only offence 
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with an enforcement notice then they are guilty of an offence and 
may, upon summary conviction, be liable for an unlimited fine. 

 

 
 
App1c.iii Environmental Permitting Regulations 2010 
 

iii. Water pollution 
offences 

If you cause a surface or groundwater pollution incident then you 
may be committing an offence under the Environmental Permitting 
Regulations 2010. We may also investige any such incident under 
Section 108 of the Environment Act 1995. 

 
App1c.iv Plant Health (Forestry) Order 2005 
 

iv. Failing to 
comply with the 
conditions of a 
Statutory Plant 
Health Notice 

Statutory Plant Health Notices (SPHNs) are issued under the Plant 
Health (Forestry) Order 2005, which includes the following: 

• Article 30: Powers for us to inspect 

• Article 31(4): Powers for us to give notice requiring you to carry 
out the measures specified in Schedule 1 of the notice 

• Article 35: You are required to inform us that you have carried 
out measures specified in Schedule 1 of the notice 

• Article 36(3): Powers for us carry out the works and recover 
costs 

• Article 40: Land owners are required to notify us of the presence 
or suspected presence of certain tree pests 

• Article 44: A person guilty of an offence under this Order shall 
be liable on summary conviction to an unlimited fine 

 
  

Summary only offence 

Regulation 
22(1) 

Carrying out work in relation to a relevant project in contravention of a 
requirement to discontinue that work in an enforcement notice served on 
him in accordance with regulation 20.  

Standard criminal and offence specific responses 

Warning Formal Caution Prosecution 
Fixed Penalty 

Notice 

✓ ✓ ✓ X 

 

Summary only offence 

Regulation 
22(2) 

Failing, within the period specified in the enforcement notice, to carry out 
any measure, other than discontinuance of the relevant project, required 
by the enforcement notice. 

Standard criminal and offence specific responses 

Warning Formal Caution Prosecution 
Fixed Penalty 

Notice 

✓ ✓ ✓ X 
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App1c.v UK Forestry Standard 
 

v. Breaching the 
UK Forestry 
Standard 

Should you be in breach of any aspect of the UKFS then we will 
assess the severity of the breach and discuss it with you. If capable 
of remedy then we may serve a written notice on you under clause 
5.1 of your land management agreement, specifying the breach and 
giving you a reasonable period of time to remedy it. If not done 
within the specified period then we may seek to terminate your land 
management agreement under clause 7. 

 
App1c.vi Land Management Agreement 
 

vi. Breaching your 
land 
management 
agreement 

Should you be in breach of any aspect of your land management 
agreement, including potential breaches of the UK Forestry 
Standard and the conditions we have agreed with you, then we will 
assess the severity of the breach, discuss it with you, and we may 
serve a written notice specifying the breach and giving you a 
reasonable period of time to remedy it. 

 

If you do not respond to the written notice within the specified period 
then we may seek to terminate your land management agreement 
under clause 7. If the breach is a major one then we may seek to 
take enforcement action under contract law, which might involve 
seeking an injunction through the county court. 

 

Appendix 1d. Appeals against penalties for infringements 
 

Appeals against 
penalties for 
infringements 

All formal notices we issue contain an appeals mechanism. Follow 
the steps described on any notice we have served on you and speak 
with us if you need help. 

 

Dispute resolution 
under your land 
management 
agreement 

Clause 6 of your land management agreement contains a 
mechanism for resolving any disputes or differences we have 
been unable to resolve by negotiation. Either party may ask the 
Woodland Strategy Advisory Panel – and thereafter the Institute of 
Chartered Foresters – to consider the issue and to offer their advice. 
If we are still unable to resolve the issue then either party may ask 
the Centre for Effective Dispute Resolution (CEDR) to resolve it 
amicably by means of independent mediation. The costs of the 
mediation will be shared equally between the parties. 
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APPENDIX 2: Digital exchange of information 
 

We have a digital first policy, which means our preferred method of communication 
is electronic. We will make information available on our website for you to access 
and will communicate with you by email unless you request this to be done by other 
means. Electronic documentation enables use of the Find facility which in turn 
minimises the need for hard-copy referencing. This section explains what a digital 
first policy means in practice, including how important it is for you to check to 
ensure the version of our information you are referring to is the most up to date. 

 

Appendix 2a. GIS mapping 
 

i. Use of colour in 
your map 

Colour in your map is not mandatory and for simple silvicultural 
systems a clear map may be all that is required. If colour will help 
then consider the colours used in our interactive map viewer. 

 

Table app2a: Colours used in our interactive map viewer 

These colours are used in our management of the Welsh 
Government woodland estate. The restocking colours (in forest 
management coupes) are suitable for large-scale forests, 
particularly where the UK Forestry Standard adjacency rule is a 
consideration. Also label coupes with their planting years. 

 

Transparency factors can be added to reduce the intensity of the 
colours you use and allow more background detail to be seen. 

 

Do not include restocking proposals on the same map as your 
felling. Keep these separate. 

 

Choose any combination of colour or hatching to illustrate your 
restocking proposals as long as these are clear and easy to 
understand. Specify in your work programme the proportions of 
conifers and broadleaves you intend to restock with and the 
restocking densities you will use for each element. 

 

You can also include any new woodland creation proposals on a 
map if this helps with your wider management, for example in 
preparation for any application to Welsh Government for planting 
grant. 

 

ii. Downloadable 
GIS mapping 
solutions 

We require your application to be accompanied by an OS map and 
will accept GIS maps with an OS background. If you are unable to 
produce maps with an OS background then ask for our helpsheet, 
which provides details of downloadable GIS mapping solutions. 

 

iii. Electronic 
signatures 

The helpsheet described above includes methodologies for you to 
produce electronic signatures on your maps. As further proof of 
signature we will electronically file your email with your attached 
maps. 
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Appendix 2b. Accessing information electronically online 
 

i. Access to 
information in 
electronic format 

We will make information available to you on our website in line with 
our accessibility policy, which provides details on the browsers 
and devices you can use; the compatibility of the information we will 
make available with screen reading, speech recognition and screen 
magnifying software; and how we will cater for any disabilities. We 
can make all information and updated information on our website 
available to you in a different format on request. 

 

By entering our website you agree to accept our terms and 
conditions, which include that you use our website only for lawful 
purposes and in a manner that does not infringe the rights of, or 
restrict or inhibit the use and enjoyment by, any third party. Our 
website operates under our open government licence, the terms 
and conditions of which are available on our website, and you may 
only use and re-use the information from here as long as you obey 
the terms of that licence. You can find out more information in our 
copyright statement, which is also available on our website. 

 

You must not use, or attempt to use, any of the information you 
obtain from our website or the Welsh Government’s Lle spatial 
dataset deliberately to damage the natural environment or to carry 
out activities in a manner at odds with our statutory duty to manage 
the natural resources of Wales in a sustainable manner. 

 

We aim to update our website regularly and we may change the 
content at any time. While we make every effort to keep our website 
up to date, we do not provide any guarantees, conditions or 
warranties as to the accuracy of the information on it, and we may at 
any time revise our terms and conditions without notice. Please 
check these terms and conditions regularly, as continued use of our 
website after a change has been made is your acceptance of the 
change. 

 

ii. Removing the 
form protection 

You are welcome to remove the filling-in-forms boxes from the entry 
fields if this makes it easier to format, add bullets, or add further 
lines, boxes etc if you want to enter more data. You can remove the 
protection by going into Review > Restrict editing > Stop protection 
(a password is not required). We will not accept forms that have 
been altered out of recognition or are difficult for us to follow. 

 

iii. Intellectual 
property rights 

All intellectual property rights in connection with and arising out of 
the information and updates we make available on our website, and 
our professional input into your application for a forest management 
plan, shall be owned by us. 

 

Appendix 2c. Exchanging information electronically 
 

i. Virus protection You must not misuse our website by knowingly introducing viruses, 
trojans, worms, logic bombs or other material which is malicious or 
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technologically harmful. You must not attempt to gain unauthorised 
access to our website, the server on which our website is stored, or 
any server, computer or database connected to our website. You 
must not attack our website via a denial-of-service attack or a 
distributed denial-of-service attack. By breaching this provision you 
will commit a criminal offence under the Computer Misuse Act 1990, 
and we will report any such breach to the relevant law enforcement 
authorities and co-operate with those authorities by disclosing your 
identity to them. 

 

We will make every reasonable effort to check and test material at 
all stages of production, but it is always wise for you to run an anti-
virus program on all material downloaded from the internet. We 
cannot accept any responsibility for any loss, disruption or damage 
to your data or your computer system which may occur whilst using 
material derived from our website. 

 

ii. Use of NRW’s 
logo 

The use of our logo is restricted and can only be used with our 
written permission. 

 

Appendix 2d. Handling your details under the General Data Protection Regulation 
 

i. How we will 
communicate 
with you 

We will communicate with you in the manner you request in section 
1d of your application form or form 10c Owner-Agent Consent. You 
can amend your request at any time by contacting us directly. 

 

ii. Protecting the 
data we collect 
about you 

We have a legal duty under the General Data Protection Regulation 
to protect any information we collect from you. We will use leading 
technologies and encryption software to safeguard your data, and 
will keep strict security standards to prevent any unauthorised 
access to them. Our privacy and cookies policy explains how we 
will use any information we collect about you when you visit our 
website. If this policy changes in any way then we will place an 
updated version on our website. You should review this regularly to 
ensure you are always aware of what information we collect, how we 
use it, and under what circumstances, if any, we will share it with 
other parties. 

 

We will process the information you provide in line with our data 
protection principles under the General Data Protection Regulation 
(EU) 2016/679, which includes the following:  

• consultation with third parties who are responsible for responding 
to our consultation requests so we can process your application  

• carrying out statistical analysis, research and development on 
environmental issues  

• providing public register information for enquiries  

• preventing and investigating possible breaches of environmental 
law and taking any resulting action  
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• responding to requests for information under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 and the Environmental Information 
Regulations 2004 

• providing any information about your forest management plan to 
any other government department or competent authority 

The application form asks whether you wish to receive details about 
other topics we think may be of interest to you such as our news, 
services relating to environmental matters, and asking for your 
feedback on our service. You can you consent to receiving further 
information from us by ticking the appropriate box. Please note we 
may pass the information to our agents or representatives to carry 
this out for us. 
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APPENDIX 3: Sensitivities to be considered in a forest management plan 
The sensitivies below are arranged in alphabetical order and include both area sensitivies and feature sensitivities: 
 
 

Sensitivity Description of sensitivity UKFS references & sources of further 
information 

Actions you are required to take for your 
forest management plan 

Acid 
Sensitive 
Catchments 
(ASCs) 

Acid sensitive catchments in 
Wales contain waterbodies 
which are vulnerable to 
acidification 

 
Two categories are 
particularly relevant to your 
application: 

• At risk 

• Failing 

UKFS: Water ✓11 page 172 

 

Acid sensitive catchments (including 
ASC implementation guidance): 
naturalresources.wales > guidance-and-
advice > business-sectors > forestry > 
forestry-and-water > acid-sensitive-
catchments 

 

Check our interactive map viewer to see if your 
forest management unit is within an ASC. If it is 
then look at Sections 6 & 7 of the ASC 
implementation guidance on felling and 
restocking operations within these ASCs 

 

We will calculate the percentage of the 
catchment(s) that has been felled, or has already 
been approved for felling, in the 36 months prior to 
your proposed felling 

 

If your proposals are over the 20% felling 
threshold within the catchment then you will need 
to obtain water chemistry data as outlined in the 
ASC implementation guidance 

 

Liaise with your neighbours within a failing or at 
risk ASC to ensure your permission to fell is fairly 
allocated 

Areas of 
Outstanding 
Natural 
Beauty 
(AONBs) 

Areas of high scenic quality 
with statutory protection of 
which there are five in 
Wales: 

• Clwydian Range and 
Dee Valley 

• Anglesey 

UKFS: Landscape ✓1-4 page 102 

 

Wales AoNBs: wales.com/aonb 

 

EIA thresholds: naturalresources.wales 
> Permitting and permissions > Tree-
felling-and -other-regulations > 

Check our interactive map viewer to see if your 
forest management unit is within an AoNB 

 

Speak to the local AoNB officer if your plan is 
over the EIA threshold for deforestation, forest 
quarrying and roading or if there is a particular 
landscape consideration with your application 

http://naturalresources.wales/
https://wales.com/aonb
http://naturalresources.wales/
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/tree-felling-and-other-regulations/environmental-impact-assessment-for-forestry-activity/eia-forestry-project-thresholds/
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• Lleyn Peninsula

• Gower

• Wye Valley

environment impact assessment for 
forestry activity  

Badgers Badgers and their setts are 
protected under the 
Protection of Badgers Act 
1992 

UKFS: Biodiversity !1  ✓3-4 pages 41-42 

Forestry Operations and Badger Setts: 
forestresearch.gov.uk >pdf/fcpg9.pdf 

Follow the methods and timing set out in the 
Forestry Commission forest practice guidance on 
badgers 

Deep peat Peatland in pristine or good 
condition provides a range 
of critical ecosystem 
functions. The report “A 
strategic assessment of the 
afforested peat resource in 
Wales” (Forest Research, 
2012) identifies more than 
18,000 hectares of deep 
peat in Wales, 11,000 
hectares of which are under 
conifer plantation (and 4,800 
hectares of this in private 
ownership). 

UKFS: Biodiversity !1 ✓3-4 pages 41-42 

Water !12 UKFS page 169 

Woodlands and peat inc. strategic 
assessment of afforested peat 
resource in Wales (2012) and peat 
toolkit: naturalresources.wales > 
guidance-and-advice > environmental-
topics > woodland-management / 
woodlands-and-the-environment > 
woodlands-and-peat 

Look on our interactive map viewer to see if your 
restock site is marked as deep peat, see 
Appendix 7a for further information (Ruleset for 
restorable deep peat and Figure 3 - Options for 
clearfelling forest or woodland on restorable deep 
peat) 

Historic 
Environment 
Features 
(HEFs) 

HEF records are held by the 
Welsh Archaeology Trusts 
(WATs) 

UKFS: Historic Environment ✓1,3-5 
page 84 

Archwilio provides information on 
HEFs: archwilio.org.uk/arch/ 

Check Archwilio to find out If there is a HEF within 
your forest management unit 

If present then contact your local WAT for advice 
on how to maintain it. You may need to alter your 
application accordingly 

Historic Parks 
and Gardens 

Sites recorded on CADW’s 
Register of Parks and 
Gardens in Wales. The 
Environment Act 2016 made 

UKFS: Historic Environment ✓2-4 page 
84 

Check our interactive map viewer to see if there is 
a registed park or garden within your forest 
management unit 

https://www.swansea.gov.uk/aonb
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/documents/6938/fcpg9.pdf
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/fcpg9.pdf/$FILE/fcpg9.pdf
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/
http://naturalresources.wales/
http://www.archwilio.org.uk/arch/
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the register statutory and 
gives protection thought the 
planning system 

Information on Historic Parks and 
Gardens: cadw.gov.wales > 
historicenvironment/protection > 
historicparksandgardens 

  

If so then contact the CADW Inspector of Historic 
Parks and Gardens CADW@gov.wales for a 
consultation response. You may need to alter 
your application accordingly to include the 
inspector’s advice 

Invasive Non-
Native 
species 
(INNs) 

The main INNS in woods 
are 

• Rhododendron 

• Himalayan balsam 

• Japanese knotweed 

UKFS: Biodiversity !2 UKFS page 41 

 

Information on INNS: 
naturalresources.wales > guidance-and-
advice > business-sectors > forestry > 
woodlands-and-the-environment > 
woodland-species > invasive-non-
native-species-in-woodlands 

If you find an INNS within your forest 
management unit then you should determine 
whether its removal will help you meet your 
management objectives 

 

Set out the steps you will take to control the INNS 
in section 5d of the application form 

Landscape 
designations 

Landscape designations are 
part of an international 
system of protected areas 
which include non-statutory 
landscapes such as Historic 
Landscapes and Special 
Landscape Areas 

UKFS: Landscape ✓1-4 page 102 

UKFS: Historic Environment ✓ 1-2 

Landmap evaluates key 
characteristics a landscape: 
naturalresources.wales > guidance-and-
advice > business-sectors > planning -
and-evelopment > evidence-to-inform-
development-planning > landmap-the-
welsh-landscape-baseline 
 

Historic Landscapes: 
Cadw.gov.wales;  
Archwilio.org.uk 
 

Special Landscape Areas, Heritage 
Coasts 
Local Authority Development Plans 

Check Landmap to find out if your forest 
management unit is within a landscape 
designation 

 

Assess how your felling operations will impact on 
the landscape designation 

 

Ensure that your forest management unit 
complies with the key characteristics, qualities 
and components of the landscape designation 

 

National 
Parks 

There are three National 
Parks in Wales: 

• Snowdonia 

UKFS: Landscape ✓1-4 page 102 

 

Check our interactive map viewer to find out if 
your forest management unit is  within a National 
Park 

 

https://cadw.gov.wales/
mailto:CADW@gov.wales
mailto:CADW@gov.wales
http://naturalresources.wales/
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/planning-and-development/evidence-to-inform-development-planning/landmap-the-welsh-landscape-baseline/?
http://naturalresources.wales/
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• Brecon Beacons 

• Pembrokshire Coast 

Snowdonia National Park: 
eryri.llyw.cymru/  

Beacon Beacons National Park: 
beacons-npa.gov.uk/  

Pembrokeshire Coast: 
Pembrokeshirecoast. wales 

Speak to the National Park officer if your plan is 
over the EIA threshold for deforestation, forest 
quarrying or roading or if there is a particular 
landscape consideration with your application 

Open Access Land over which the public 
have a right of access under 
the Countryside and Rights 
of Way Act 2000 (CROW), 
including  areas identified as 
mountain, moor, heath, and 
down; registered common 
land; and land over which 
the owner has formally 
dedicated as open access 

UKFS: People !3 page 133 

 

Information on open access land: 
naturalresources.wales > days-
out/recreation-and-access-policy-
advice-and-guidance > managing-
access > open-access-land 

Keep open access routes open at all times unless 
there is a felling operation 

 

If felling is taking place then there needs be 
clearly marked signs showing a temporary 
diversion to the access route 

 

Plantations 
on Ancient 
Woodland 
(PAWS) 

Ancient woodland sites 
which have been 
continuously wooded for 
over 400 years and have 
over 50% non-native 
species.  

UKFS: Biodiversity 34 page 54 

 

Best practice guidance on PAWS 
restoration: beta.gov.wales > sites > 
default/files/publications/2018-01 > 
glastir-woodland-restoration-plantations-
on-ancient-woodland-sites-paws-
restoration-guidance.pdf 

Ensure all ancient woodland features are 
protected in your forest management unit in 
compliance with the UKFS 

 

Consider progressive restoration to native 
woodland although this is not mandatory and 
depends on the applicant’s objectives 

 

Complete form 10m PAWS assessment to show 
how you will protect the existing ancient woodland 
features and if you want to gradually restore the 
PAWS to site native broadleaves then use this 
form to show how you will achieve this 

 

Check the Welsh Government website to see if 
grant-aid is available for PAWS restoration 

http://www.eryri.llyw.cymru/
http://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/
https://www.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/default.asp?PID=4
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/tree-felling-and-other-regulations/environmental-impact-assessment-for-forestry-activity/eia-forestry-project-thresholds/
http://naturalresources.wales/
http://www.beta.gov.wales/
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Protected 
Sites: 
European 
sites 

These are sites protected by 
European and International 
law. There are three types: 

• Special Areas of 
Conservation (SACs) 

• Special Protection Areas 
(SPAs) 

• Ramsar sites 

These sites are known as 
Natura 2000 sites (or N2K 
for short), which are 
identified by the European 
Union as the most important 
sites for wildlife in Europe 

Details of European sites: 
naturalresources.wales > guidance-and-
advice > environmental-topics/wildlife-
and-biodiversity > find-protected-areas-
of-land-and-seas/sites-protected-by-
european-and-international-law 

Check our interactive map viewer to find out if 
your forest management unit is within, close to, or 
connected by a pathway (such as a watercourse) 
to a SAC, an SPA or a Ramsar site 

 

Form 10k Protected species assessment is 
currently in development, but this will be the 
mechanism to follow if you consider your forest 
operation may potentially impact on a European 
site. Include the completed form with your 
application 

Protected 
Sites: Sites of 
Special 
Scientific 
Interest 
(SSSIs) 

SSSIs are areas designated 
under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 for 
their biological, geological or 
land features of special 
importance 

UKFS: Biodiversity !1 ✓4 pages 41-42, 
Water !12 page 169 

 

Information on SSSIs and designated 
sites: naturalresources.wales > 
guidance-and-advice > environmental-
topics > wildlife-and-biodiversity/find-
protected-areas-of-land-and-seas > 
protected-areas-of-land-and-seas 

Check our interactive map viewer to find out if 
your forest management unit is within a SSSI 

 

If so then contact our Customer Care Centre to 
identify the appropriate environment team who 
can help you with any required SSSI consent: 
enquiries@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk  

Include the name of the SSSI and the type of 
woodland operation requiring consent 

Protected 
Species: 
European 
(EPS) 

EPS are protected under 
The Conservation of 
Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017. EPS 
which live in or adjacent to 
woodland include bats (all 
species), dormouse, otter 
and great crested newt. The 
full list of EPS can be found 
in Schedules 2 (for animals) 

UKFS: Biodiversity !1 ✓3-4 pages 41-42 

 

EPS including information on EPS 
licencing: naturalresources.wales > 
guidance-and-advice > environmental-
topics > wildlife-and-biodiversity > 
european-protected-species 

 

Check your local record centre, Aderyn, NBN 
Atlas Wales or the woodland wildlife toolkit (note 
that this is a very new dataset and is not fully 
tested for use in Wales) to see if one or more 
EPS is located within or close to your forest 
management unit. It may not be enough to rely on 
online records so consider the need to assess or 
survey more closely for these species 

 

http://www.naturalresources.wales/
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/wildlife-and-biodiversity/find-protected-areas-of-land-and-seas/designated-sites/
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/wildlife-and-biodiversity/find-protected-areas-of-land-and-seas/designated-sites/
https://naturalresources.wales/
mailto:enquiries@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-licensing/european-protected-species-licensing/?
http://naturalresources.wales/
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and 5 (for plants) in the 
regulations. 

Aderyn: aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/home 

 

National Biodiversity Network Atlas 
Wales: nbn.org.uk 

 

Woodland wildlife toolkit: 
woodlandwildlifetoolkit.sylva.org.uk 

Form 10k Protected species assessment is 
currently in development, but this will be the 
mechanism to assess whether changes to your 
forestry operations – such as time of felling, 
retention of broadleaves, location of timber stacks 
– will minimise the risk of disturbance 

 

If forestry operations cannot be modified then to 
avoid an offence you may need to apply for a 
species licence 

Protected 
species: 
Schedule 1 
birds 

Birds listed in Schedule 1 of 
the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 have additional 
protection 

UKFS: Biodiversity !1 ✓3-4 pages 41-42 

 

Our guidance on additional 
protection for Schedule 1 birds: 
naturalresources.wales > guidance-and-
advice/environmental-topics > wildlife-
and-biodiversity/uk-protected-
species/birds 

Aim to minimise the disturbance to birds during 
your operations 

 

Follow best practice where there are nests of 
Schedule 1 birds by avoiding any felling 
operations during the bird nesting season. Note 
that we are unable to issue a licence to disturb 

Protected 
Species: UK 

Protected species listed in 
Schedule 5 & 6 of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 have additional 
protection 

UKFS: Biodiversity !1 ✓3-4 pages 41-42 

 

UK protected species: 
naturalresources.wales > guidance-and-
advice > environmental-topics > wildlife-
and-biodiversity > uk-protected-species 

 

Aderyn: aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/home 

 

National Biodiversity Network Atlas 
Wales: nbn.org.uk 

 

Check your local record centre, Aderyn, NBN 
Atlas Wales or the woodland wildlife toolkit (note 
that this is a very new dataset and is not fully 
tested for use in Wales) to see if one or more UK 
protected species is located within or close to 
your forest management unit. It may not be 
enough to rely on online records so consider the 
need to assess or survey more closely for these 
species 

 

Form 10k Protected species assessment is 
currently in development, but this will be the 
mechanism to assess whether changes to your 
forestry operations – such as time of felling, 

https://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/home
https://nbn.org.uk/
https://woodlandwildlifetoolkit.sylva.org.uk/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/schedule/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/schedule/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/schedule/1
https://naturalresources.wales/
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/wildlife-and-biodiversity/uk-protected-species/birds/?
http://naturalresources.wales/
https://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/home
https://nbn.org.uk/
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Woodland wildlife toolkit: 
woodlandwildlifetoolkit.sylva.org.uk 

retention of broadleaves, location of timber stacks 
– will minimise the risk of disturbance 

 

If forestry operations cannot be modified then to 
avoid an offence you may need to apply for a 
species licence 

Public Rights 
of Way 
(PRoWs) 

PRoWs such as footpaths 
and bridleways are 
highways, like the ordinary 
road network and afforded 
the same legal protection 

UKFS: People !1-2 page 132 

 

Our guidance on PRoWs: 
naturalresources.wales > days-out > 
recreation-and-access-policy-advice-
and-guidance > managing-
access/public-rights-of-way 

Clearly map all PRoWs within your forest 
management unit by checking Ordnance Survey 
maps and the definitive Map and Statement held 
by the local highway authority 

 

If you are planning a felling operation along the 
public right of way then there needs be clearly 
marked signs showing a temporary diversion 

Scheduled 
Ancient 
Monuments 
(SAMs) 

Sites of national importance 
which are afforded legal 
protected against 
development or other 
damage. There are over 
4,000 SAMs in Wales, which 
are managed by CADW on 
behalf of the Welsh 
Government  

UKFS: Historic Environment !1 ✓4 page 
83 

 

CADW’s information on SAMs: 
cadw.gov.wales/historicenvironment/pro
tection/monuments  

Check our interactive map viewer to see if there is 
a SAM within your forest management unit 

 

If so then contact the CADW local field monument 
inspector CADW@gov.wales for a consultation 
response. You may have to alter your application 
accordingly to include advice from the 
consultation response or from the inspector 

Tree Health  You need to be aware of 
pests and pathogens that 
pose a threat to the forests 
in the UK. These are shown 
on the UK Plant Health 
Register 

UKFS: General Forest Practice !8 ✓6-8 
page 24, Historic Environment ✓2-4 
page 84 

 

Plant Health Register: 
secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/ 
phiw/riskRegister/ 

In section 5d of the application form describe how 
you will monitor your forest management unit for 
its overall health 

 

Describe any biosecurity measures you will take 
to prevent the introduction and onward spread of 
pests and pathogens 

 

https://woodlandwildlifetoolkit.sylva.org.uk/
http://www.naturalresources.wales/
http://www.cadw.gov.wales/historicenvironment/protection/monuments
http://www.cadw.gov.wales/historicenvironment/protection/monuments
mailto:CADW@gov.wales
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/phiw/riskRegister/
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Forest Research information on 
specific pests and diseases: 
forestresearch.gov.uk > news/pests-
and-diseases/ 

Consider restocking with a wider range of species 
to reduce the risk of spreading pests and 
pathogens 

If you have elected for your larch to be treated as 
diseased then you will receive a movement 
requested Statutory Plant Health Notice 
(SPHN[mr]) 

 

The timber haulier will require a Forestry 
Commission Cross-Border Team movement 
licence to move the larch from site 

Larch disease 
(Phytophthora ramorum) 

 

Chalara dieback of ash 
(Hymenoscyphus fraxineus) 

You need to monitor your ash trees which have 
become infected by H. fraxineus, especially in 
areas with high levels of public access 

 

There is no exemption under the Forestry Act 
1967 to fell diseased trees. There has to be a real 
and immediate danger as recognised in law 

Tree 
Preservation 
Orders 
(TPOs) and 
trees in 
conservation 
areas 

TPOs and Conservation 
areas are designated under 
the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 by local 
planning authorities to 
protect these areas of 
woodland from deliberate 
damage and destruction 

UKFS: General Forest Practice !4 page 
23 

 

Information on Tree Preservation 
Orders and Conservation areas: 
gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-
orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas  

Check with the local authority to see if any trees 
have a TPO or are in a conservation area 

 
If any of your trees have a TPO then clearly 
indicated this in your application 
 

If any of your trees are in a conservation area 
then you will still need a felling permission from 
us but you are also required to contact the local 
authority to ask their permission to carry out any 
work on these trees 

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas
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Waterbodies All lakes, ponds, rivers, 
streams and drainage 
ditches should be identified 
both by using maps and by 
carrying out site visits 

UKFS: Water !10 page 169, Water !5&7 
pages 167-8 

 

Forestry operations and 
watercourses: naturalresources.wales 
> guidance-and-advice > business-
sectors > forestry > forest-strategy-
policy-and-guidance > uk-forestry 
standard 

 

Forestry operations must not lead to harmful or 
polluting substances including siltation 
contaminating public or private water supplies or 
watercourses 

Write a short water management plan if: 

• you need our permission to interfere with a 
watercourse, including installing a culvert 

• your proposed operations are likely to have a 
significant effect on a UK-protected or 
European site 

Key: UKFS references: ! = Legal, ✓ = Good Forest Practice requirement, = UKFS guideline 
 

  

http://www.naturalresources.wales/
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APPENDIX 4: Work programme for thinning, felling and restocking 
 
Possible format 

 
 
Possible alternative format (available on request) 

 
 
 
Summary tables (Year 0 and Year 5 UPDATED) 
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APPENDIX 5: Tolerance table for thinning, felling and restocking 
This tolerance table applies at a coupe level only to your permissions to thin, fell and restock in your approved work programme and you must 
consider the need for any regulatory assessments and any other permits arising from its use including compliance with the UK Forestry 
Standard. The UKFS is described in section 5c and Regulatory assessments in section 6. Note that you may require our formal approval before 
you carry out your operations. 
 

Category 

a. 
Adjustment 

to felling 
coupe 

boundaries 

b.   
Changes 

to 
indicative 

felling 
year 

c. 
Changes 
to felling 

type 

d.     
Clearance of 

standing trees 
within partially 

windblown 
coupes 

e.       
Timing of 

restocking 
after clear- 

or 
selective 

felling 

f.   
Changes 

to number 
of stems 

per hectare 
(sph) 

g.                   
Changes to 

proportions of 
broadleaves and 

conifers, and 
increases in open 

ground 

1. NRW 
approval not 
normally 
required 

< 10% of 
coupe area 

1 - 2 years Clearfelling to 
selective 
felling or 
thinning 

< 1 ha gross 
coupe size, ≥ 
80% of area 

windblown, no 
discrete pockets 
standing > 0.25 

ha  

1 - 2 planting 
seasons after 

felling 

Increasing or 
decreasing 

sph to ≥1100 
broadleaves 

or ≥2250 
conifers 

No overall change in the 
proportions of 

broadleaves and conifers 

Increased open ground 
to < 5% of coupe area 

2. Approval 
by exchange 
of email and 
map or digital 
photo 

10 - 25% of 
coupe area 

3 - 4 years 
where no 

UKFS 
adjacency 

Increased 
level of 
thinning 
beyond 
marginal 
intensity 

≥ 1 ha gross 
coupe size, ≥ 
80% of area 

windblown, no 
discrete pockets 
standing > 0.25 

ha 

3 - 4 planting 
seasons after 

felling 

Anything not 
covered 
above 

Increased proportion of 
broadleaves 

Increased open ground 
to 5 - 10% of coupe area 

3. Approval 
by formal 
amendment 

> 25% of 
coupe area 

> 4 years 
where no 

UKFS 
adjacency 

Thinning to 
selective 
felling or 

clearfelling 

Anything not 
covered above 

> 4 planting 
seasons after 

felling 

- Increased proportion of 
conifers 

Increased open ground 
to > 10% of coupe area 
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This tolerance table is intended to provide you with operational flexibility and should and is not to be used instead of adequate planning. It only 
summarises the main types of amendment and you should consult section 9a if you wish to carry out any other amendment. The percentages 
refer to the proportions of an approved coupe measured in gross hectares. 
 
The following items from the tolerance table require the following actions where applicable: 

Column a: Where the coupe boundary is adjusted to create a felling area greater or less than the approved area then the entire actual area 
cleared of trees will be restocked. 

Column b. Where the indicative felling year of the coupe is amended then the timing of restocking in column e will relate to the actual year of 
felling, not to the indicative year. Adjacency is defined by the UK Forestry Standard Guideline General Forestry Practice 16 on 
page 33 of UKFS. 

Column c. Where an amendment to the felling type results in ground to be restocked (such as thinning to clearfelling) or more ground to be 
restocked (such as selective felling to clearfelling) then the entire area cleared will be restocked. Felling type is defined in the 
Forestry (Felling of Trees) Regulations 1979 as thinning, selective felling, clearfelling (to include group felling), felling of hedgerow 
trees, felling of isolated trees, and felling of small clumps of <0.25 hectares (not forming part of a wood). Thinning is the removal 
of a proportion of the trees in the wooded area to benefit the remaining trees not licensed to be removed and to allow the latter to 
continue growing and to close canopy once again. Marginal intensity thinning is defined in Forestry Commission Booklet No.48. 

Column d. Where standing trees from partially windblown coupes are cleared then the entire area cleared will be restocked. 

Column e. The timing of restocking will relate to the actual year of felling, not to the indicative year. 

Column f. The terms ‘increasing’ and ‘decreasing’ relate to any stems per hectare figures entered in your approved work programme. If 
there are no sph figures in your approved work programme then a default position of 1100 broadleaves and 2250 conifers sph will 
be used in any assessments following date of approval. 

Column g: Any changes to the proportions of broadleaves and conifers will conform to the UK Forestry Standard and the Woodlands for 
Wales Strategy (especially no loss of broadleaved woodlands to coniferous woodland, and no planting of tree or shrub species 
that may threaten the remnant features of a PAWS (a plantation on an ancient woodland site)). Where you increase the amount 
of open ground you will carry out an environmental impact assessment screening and record your assessment that this still 
conforms with the UKFS. The definition of open ground is as per UKFS Guideline Biodiversity 10 on page 48 of UKFS. If the EIA 
screening indicates that your forestry project is deforestation and the area to be cleared is over the relevant EIA threshold then 
you will require our formal approval. 

 

 



FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN  Guidance note  PILOT  v Apr 2019 
 

 

Forest Management Plan Guidance note PILOT v APR 2019 naturalresources.wales Page 82 of 94 

APPENDIX 6: Regulatory assessments appendices 
 

The tables in this appendix should be read along with the corresponding sections in 
section 6. 

 

Appendix 6c. Environmental Impact Assessment 
 

Table app6c.i: Definitions of the four types of forestry project under the EIA 
(forestry) regulations 

Forestry project Definition of the forestry project 

i. Afforestation The creation of new woods and forests by planting trees (on an 

area that has not had trees for many years). This category 

includes using direct seeding or natural regeneration, planting 

Christmas trees and short rotation coppice. 

ii. Deforestation The removal of woodland to convert the land to another type of 

land use (e.g. heathland). 

iii. Forest road 

works 

The formation, alteration and maintenance of forestry roads, 

including those within a forest and those leading to a forest. 

iv. Forest quarry 

works 

The quarrying to obtain material (rock, sand and gravel) for the 

formation, alteration or maintenance of forest roads. 
 

 

Table app6c.ii: Definitions of sensitive areas under the EIA (forestry) regulations 

Definitions of 
sensitive areas 
under the EIA 
(forestry) 
regulations 

Sensitive areas within Wales are defined according to the following 
criteria: 

• land notified under Section 28(1) (areas of special scientific 
interest) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

• a National Park within the definition of the National Parks and 
Access to the Countryside Act 1949 

• a property appearing on the World Heritage List, kept under 
Article 11(2) of the 1972 UNESCO Convention for the Protection 
of the World's Cultural and Natural Heritage 

• a scheduled monument within the definition of the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 

• an area of outstanding natural beauty (AoNB) designated by 
NRW under Section 87 of the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949 or Section 82 of the Countryside and 
Rights of Way Act 2000 

• a European site within the definition of Regulation 8 of the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 

• land designated under the Ramsar Convention for inclusion in 
the list of wetlands or international importance 

• land declared to be a national nature reserve (NNR) under 
Section 35(1) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

• land which is a nature reserve within the meaning given in 
Section 15 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside 
Act 1949 
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Table app6c.iii: Considerations with the four types of forestry project under the EIA 
(forestry) regulations 

Forestry project Considerations 

i. Afforestation • Legal definition of a tree: Note that this is for anything (e.g. 
seed or saplings) that has the potential to become a tree, so 
includes the use of direct seeding and natural regeneration, and 
the planting of Christmas trees and short rotation coppice. 

• Glastir Woodland Opportunities Map: Consult this map in any 
proposals to create new woodland, which are more likely to be 
supported if they conform with the areas marked as ‘favourable’. 

• Priority habitats: The Welsh Government is updating its 
policies on this. 

• Acid sensitive catchments: If you intend to plant new 
woodland in an at risk or failing water catchment then there are 
several factors to consider, including the level of existing forest 
cover, whether you are in an SSSI, and whether you intend to 
plant more than five hectares. 

ii. Deforestation • Woodlands for Wales: This Welsh Government strategy 
contains a strong presumption against the permanent removal 
of woodland except for the restoration of high priority open 
habitat. It also adds: 

o where woodland loss is necessary this should be balanced by 
woodland creation, including where appropriate 
compensatory planting 

o landscape improvement and habitat restoration are preferably 
achieved through modifying management systems rather 
than by removing woodland 

o consider restoring existing non-native woodlands to priority 
open habitats where there are clear sustainable management 
of natural resources benefits 

• UK Forestry Standard: This states “The permanent removal of 
trees may be sanctioned if there are overriding environmental 
considerations, for example to allow the restoration of important 
habitats. Such projects have to be individually assessed, taking 
into account the practicality of restoration together with the 
implication of future management”. 

• Compensatory planting: Planting an alternative area of 
woodland in lieu of the area that was felled is usually considered 
to be restocking, so unless there are exceptional circumstances 
then no EIA is required. 

• Open Ground: The UK Forestry Standard allows up to 10% of 
the forest management unit as open ground or transitional 
forest, so if this continues to be managed as part of the wider 
woodland then there is no deforestation and an EIA is not 
required. 

• SSSI agreements and Schedule 15/16 agreements: The 
permanent removal of woodland, even where part of an 
agreement under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, still 
requires an EIA screening but is likely to be supported if part of 
a wider package of measures to deliver outcomes relevant to 
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Woodlands for Wales, including the restoration of high priority 
open habitat. 

• Restorable deep peat: Approval to permanently remove 
woodland from restorable deep peat so it can be restored to 
open habitat is more likely to be supported if part of a wider 
package of measures to deliver outcomes relevant to 
Woodlands for Wales, as for SSSI agreements above. We will 
expect you to provide a restoration plan. 

• Acid sensitive catchments: If you intend to fell and not restock 
woodland in an at risk or failing water catchment then there are 
several factors to consider, including the level of existing forest 
cover and how likely the catchment is able to buffer the 
increased risk of acidification. 

iii. Forest road 
works 

• Types of forest road works: The regulations defines these 
works as the ‘formation, alteration or maintenance of private 
ways on land used or to be used for the purposes of forestry’. 
Private ways is a relatively broad term that might include forest 
roads, harvesting tracks, mountain bike tracks and 
footpaths. Their area should be calculated as the sum of the 
average width of the disturbed area times the length of the road 
or track. 

Spill

Running surface

Batter

Average width of disturbed area (metres)
 

 
Example of a disturbed ground calculation Area (ha) 

Track area = Average width (m) x Length (m) ÷ 10,000 =  

+ Stacking and turning areas =  

Total area =  

 

• New forest roads (permitted development): New (‘formed’) 
and any realigned (‘altered’) forest roads should be discussed 
with your local planning authority as part of their process of 
prior notification under the Town and Country Planning 
(General Permitted Development) Order 1995. Forestry projects 
such as afforestation, the development associated with 
forest operations, and the building and maintenance of new 
forest roads (but not the proportion of any new forest road 
within 25 metres of an existing trunk road or classified road, 
which will require planning permission) are likely to be 
considered permitted development. GPDO approval lasts for 
five years. 

• New forest roads (planning permission): Where your local 
planning authority considers your forestry project to be 
development under Section 55 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 (which is most likely in this context where 
your new forest road will adjoin a classified road) then you will 
need to apply for planning permission. The LPA will carry out 
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its own EIA assessment under the Town and Country Planning 
(EIA)(Wales) Regulations 2016.  

• Maintenance: This is not defined in the regulations so the 
assessment will focus on the possible environmental impacts of 
your maintenance work on your forest roads and tracks, which 
might include issues to do with runoff and culverts. 

iv. Forest quarry 
works 

• Definition: The regulations define these works as “operations 
on land used or to be used for the purposes of forestry … to 
obtain the materials required for forest road works”. They 
therefore apply to new quarries as well as the reworking or 
extension of existing quarries. 

• Quarries in sensitive areas: The area threshold for such 
quarries, see the definition of sensitive in table app6c.ii, is zero 
hectares (it is one hectare elsewhere) so these will always 
require further consideration. Active quarries may have limited 
environmental interest but some are noted for their flora. 
Consider any runoff issues. 

 

 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 7: Rulesets: Peat, PAWS, ASCs 
 

This appendix includes a number of rulesets for commonly encountered scenarios. 
These are produced for specific topics where clarity of approach benefits applicants, 
interested stakeholders and us as regulator. They will be updated when required. 

 

Appendix 7a. Ruleset for restorable deep peat 
 

Felling and 
restocking on deep 
peat 

The Welsh Government’s Wales Environment Strategy (2006) 
recognises a need to progressively restore semi-natural habitat on 
areas such as afforested deep peat and to integrate better the key 
objectives of nature conservation, soil carbon protection, carbon 
sequestration and water quality. Their Natural Resources Policy 
(2018) sets out the priorities for the types of action that can be taken 
both to tackle these challenges and to deliver the opportunities 
through nature-based solutions. 

 

We will take into account how you wish to manage your woodland 
based on your vision and management objectives, and if you intend 
to restock after clearfelling your trees (on deep peat) then you 
should acknowledge the aims of the Wales Environment Strategy, 
the Natural Resources Policy and refer to your local area statement 
in your prescriptions, and you should ensure the site is suitable for 
the species of trees you will be replanting with. 

 

It may be in your interest to consider alternatives to restocking as 
peat is challenging to forestry in many ways: it limits the species that 
can be grown, growth is generally slower, rotation lengths may be 
shorter as terminal height is reached sooner, and infrastructure such 
as roading is often considerably more expensive; however the 
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significant ecological value and the ecosystem services provided by 
restoring deep peat should also be considered. 

 

Section 11 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 gives us the new 
duty to prepare area statements, which will be a major factor in 
determining the areas that will be eligible for public funding. 
Restoration is likely to be possible under future schemes including 
(Section 16) land management agreements and payments for 
ecosystem services. Please contact us to discuss this further or ask 
your land agent about your eligibility for the existing schemes you 
can use to restore your peatland site. 

 

Felling and not 
restocking on deep 
peat 

If you wish to clearfell your trees but not restock your land then your 
main options are as follows: 

• Restoring your peatland site: If the area to be converted is 
over the appropriate environmental impact assessment forestry 
regulations threshold then an environmental statement will be 
required. Your vision and management objectives should reflect 
your management intentions, your deep peat should be capable 
of being restored (carry out your assessment using the FR field 
assessment tool), and you should include details of the steps 
you will take in your restoration. Any surveying should normally 
be done before you submit your application, not afterwards as 
the dynamics of the site (in particular the water table and amount 
of weeds) can change significantly after felling. If EIA consent is 
given then your felling permission will not contain restocking 
conditions but we will agree with you other conditions. Please 
contact us to discuss this further or ask your land agent about 
your eligibility for the existing schemes you can use to restore 
your peatland site. 

• Converting to another land use: This is a change of land use 
and if the area to be converted is over the appropriate EIA 
(forestry) regulations threshold then an environmental statement 
will be required. If EIA consent is given then your felling 
permission will not contain restocking conditions but we will 
agree with you other conditions. 

• Planting an alternative area: Compensatory planting is usually 
looked upon favourably but there should be no reduction in 
biodiversity value in the woodland being felled (we would not 
approve the felling of ancient bog woodland for example). An 
environmental statement is likely to be required and if EIA 
consent is given then we will agree with you other non-restocking 
conditions. 

These options (including the felling and restocking option) are 
shown diagrammatically in figure app7a. 
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Figure app7a: Options for clearfelling forest or woodland on restorable deep peat 

 

Intend to 

restock?

NoYes

Issue a conditional 

felling licence to 

restock 

Deep peat assessment 

required to provide 

evidence of feasibility

Application to 

clearfell trees on 

deep peat

Is restoration 
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EIA required* EIA required*

Deep peat 
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If No then 
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*EIA only required where over the appropriate threshold for that area, see section 6c. 

 

Pockets of deep 
peat 

You may have a patchwork of pockets of deep peat interspersed 
with other soil types across your forest management unit and you 
may intend restocking some of these and leaving other areas 
unplanted. Reflect this in your work programme and do not try to 
map features smaller than 0.5 hectares or under 20 metres in width. 

 

Issuing an 
unconditional 
felling licence 

Where agree your felling can be carried out unconditionally* we will 
enter the word ‘UNCONDITIONAL’ in your work programme. Where 
EIA consent is given to fell but not restock then there will be no 
restocking conditions with your felling permission but we are likely to 
agree with you other conditions. 

 
 
 

*UNCONDITIONAL means unconditional for restocking as per Section 12 of the 
Forestry Act 1967. 
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Appendix 7b. Ruleset for plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWS) 
 

Protecting the 
remnant features 
of PAWS 

The UK Forestry Standard requirement for PAWS (a plantation on 
an ancient woodland site) is to ensure that any features of ancient 
woodland remnants are protected and that you consider progressive 
restoration to native woodland. Remnant features might include the 
presence of semi-natural trees and shrubs, and ancient woodland 
indicator species of ground flora, many of which have the potential 
to survive an earlier rotation of shade-bearing conifers. 

 

Assessing your 
PAWS in line with 
your vision and 
management 
objectives 

You may or may not wish to restore your PAWS depending on your 
vision and management objectives but in order to comply with the 
UK Forestry Standard you should at least consider the location of 
any remnant features, the restoration potential of your PAWS, and 
the possible value of any restoration. This can be done using form 
10m PAWS Assessment but note that this is only mandatory where 
your vision, management objectives and proposed operations 
require an objective assessment of the restorability of your PAWS. A 
grant-awarding body may also require this assessment in support of 
any application for grant they have available. 

 

Table app7b: PAWS assessment form 
 

 Use form 10m PAWS 
Assessment where you 
need to objectively assess 
your PAWS. Select high, 
medium or low for each of 
the seven ecological 
criteria (boxes a & b in 
table app7b) and each of 
the five threat criteria 
(box c). Use this 
information to determine 
the potential restorability of 
your PAWS and describe 
any operations you intend 
to take, which should 
reflect your vision and 
management objectives. 
Also consider the value of 
any PAWS hotspots and 
habitat networks. 

 

PAWS assessment can be applied at any level (for example, for your whole forest 
management unit, for a discrete area of woodland or for an individual coupe) and repeated 
as necessary, the level and intensity of surveying fitting in with your vision and 
management objectives. 
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Where grant for 
PAWS restoration 
is available 

The Woodland Strategy Advisory Panel, which advises and supports 
the Welsh Government in its vision for the woodlands of Wales, 
recommends that any available grant for PAWS is focused on the 
sites where restoration is most likely to be successful and where the 
benefits of restoration are greatest. It also suggests that in PAWS of 
lower ecological potential it may be appropriate to allow the planting 
or regeneration of a proportion of non-native species. If you are 
applying for Welsh Government woodland management grant where 
available then you may be required to carry out a PAWS 
assessment as described above. A link to the Welsh Government 
website and the paper Glastir Woodland Restoration: PAWS – 
Guidance on the new approach, can be found in section 11 Sources 
of further advice. 

 

Appendix 7c. Ruleset for Acid Sensitive Catchments (ASCs) 
 

Acid sensitive 
catchments and 
critical load 
assessments 

Acid sensitive catchments in Wales contain waterbodies which 
are at risk of acidification, which is a significant reason for many of 
our lakes and rivers not achieving the objective of good ecological 
status under the EU Water Framework Directive. Forestry 
contributes to this acidification, in particular from the scavenging 
effect trees can have and the release of nitrates following felling 
operations. There are two categories of vulnerable catchments: AT 
RISK and FAILING. 

 

Critical load assessment uses water chemistry data to calculate 
the critical load, which is the level of deposition of acidifying 
compounds an ecosystem can accommodate. The assessment then 
determines whether this critical load is already exceeded within the 
catchment or will be exceeded if your proposals go ahead. 

 

UKFS 
requirements and 
NRW policy 

The UK Forestry Standard requires* proposals within acid sensitive 
catchments to be assessed for their effects on acidification and the 
recovery process, as described in the practice guide “Managing 
forests in acid sensitive water catchments”.   

 

We will require a site impact assessment if your felling proposals, 
together with all other approved felling, will result in ≥20% of the 
area of an at risk or failing catchment being clearfelled within a 
rolling three-year period. 

 

In some circumstances, such as the need to fell to control pests and 
pathogens or the need to fell to a green edge to prevent windthrow, 
a larger area of felling may be agreed.  
 
 
 
 
 
*See UKFS Water✓11, page 172 
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Restocking has a much lower scavenging effect than mature trees 
and will usually be approved as a condition of felling, but where 
possible, we would expect a forest management plan within a 
‘Failing’ catchment (not an “At Risk” Catchment) to include 
Management Measures” as set out in Section 7 of our 
Implementation Guidance on Managing Forests in Acid 
Sensitive Catchments in Wales.  
 
Thinning is not affected by this ruling, or anything covered by an 
exemption, due to its small scale. 
 

Both documents are available from naturalresources.wales > 
Guidance and advice > Forestry > Forestry and water > Acid 
sensitive catchments. 

 

What happens if 
your proposals 
exceed the 
thresholds 

If your proposals exceed the thresholds and you wish to proceed 
then we will check whether we have any water chemistry data for 
the site, but if further evidence is needed we will ask you to 
commission a competent laboratory to collect and analyse water 
samples for acid neutralising capacity to determine if felling can go 
ahead. Further details about the methodology can be found in our 
implementation guidance note and the practice guide. 

 

Adopting suitable 
management 
measures 

Whether or not you decide to amend your proposals to bring 
everything in line with the ASC thresholds, or liaise with your 
neighbours so you can achieve this collectively, you should consider 
adoping as many of the management measures listed in our 
guidance note as you can so you are managing your forest 
management unit within the ASC as sensitively as is practicable. 
This includes long-term planning to increase the area of riparian 
zones, maintaining areas of bog, realigning drains, and increasing 
the proportion of low impact silviculture. 

 

Liaison with your 
neighbours 

We do not wish to see any woodland owners locking up the 
available felling allowances in ASCs by not carrying out their 
approved felling for many years. Although this will be largely 
alleviated by indicative felling years there may be occasions where 
negotiation is required, both with existing permissions and where 
new permissions are being sought. We may need you to reset the 
indicative felling years of some of your coupes to beyond the Year 5 
review point so they may be brought forward by formal amendment 
following negotiation. 

 

 

  

http://naturalresources.wales/
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APPENDIX 8: Definitions used in this guidance note 
 

Term Definition 

Conditions Two main types apply to your plan as follows: 

(a) conditions to restock, where your felling permission has been 
issued conditionally under Section 10(2) of the Forestry Act 1967. 

(b) any other conditions, including those required to ensure 
compliance of your felling permission with other legislation. 

Duly made A correctly-completed application to fell growing trees under Section 
10(1) of the Forestry Act 1967 

EIA (forestry) 
regulations 

The Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry) (England and 
Wales) Regulations 1999 

EIA thresholds The thresholds set out in paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 of the EIA 
(forestry) regulations 

Estate or interest An estate or interest in the land on which the trees are growing as 
enables you, with or without the consent of any other person, to fell 
the trees as defined in Section 10 of the Forestry Act 1967. Not to 
be confused with qualifying interest, which is an interest as defined 
in Section 17 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

European sites See SAC & SPA [and Ramsar sites too] 

EU Timber 
Regulation 

The Timber and Timber Products (Placing on the Market) 
Regulations 2013 

Felling permission The permission granted under Part II of the Forestry Act 1967 
authorising the felling of each element of the growing trees identified 
in your work programme 

Forest 
management unit 

Defined in the UK Forestry Standard as ‘the area subject to a forest 
management plan, a convenient management area determined by 
the nature of the woodland, the management objectives and 
proposed operations, and enabling a strategic approach to be taken 
to meet UKFS requirements’ 

Forestry project Forestry projects for development under the EIA (forestry) 
regulations, which amounts to afforestation, deforestation, forest 
road works, and/or forest quarry works 

Indicative felling 
year 

The year each felling permission (where restocking is normally 
required) and each restocking operation in your work programme is 
intended to be carried out. It can be amended in line with the 
tolerance table 

Landbank The amount of land awaiting restocking after being felled, and its 
management 

Land management 
agreement 

An agreement made under Section 16 of the Environment (Wales) 
Act 2016 and included as schedule 5 of your approved forest 
management plan 

Maintenance Taking all necessary steps to ensure the survival of the young trees 
that are planted, replanted or otherwise regenerate in the ground left 
bare, or the regrowth from stumps, after a crop of trees has been 
removed 
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Mensuration The measurements of your timber required to manage your 
operations and to be compliant with the EU Timber Regulation. It 
can include measurements such as basal area, volume per hectare 
and number of trees per hectare 

Potential impact 
pathway 

The ways by which a European site can be impacted. These can be 
direct or indirect (e.g.impacting on the prey of a key species). 

Priority habitat Defined in Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 as 
“Habitats of principal importance for the purpose of maintaining and 
enhancing biodiversity in relation to Wales”. Section 7 of the Act also 
contains a list of priority species 

Ramsar site Wetlands of international importance designated under the Ramsar 
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance 1971. Although 
classed as international sites these have, under Welsh Government 
policy, the same level of protection as SACs and SPAs 

Restocking Replacing felled areas by sowing seed or planting, or allowing or 
facilitating natural regeneration or coppice regrowth 

Special Area of 
Conservation 
(SAC) 

Areas chosen to make a significant contribution to conserving the 
habitats and wildlife species named in the Habitats Directive that live 
there. Marine SACs are also being developed to protect marine 
habitats and species 

Special Protection 
Area (SPA) 

Areas that have been designated specifically to conserve wild birds 
listed as rare and vulnerable in the Birds Directive. They also include 
the sites that migratory birds use as stop-off points on their journeys 

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest under Section 28 of the Wildlife & 
Countryside Act 1981 

Thinning The removal of a proportion of the trees in the wooded area to 
benefit the remaining trees not licensed to be removed and to allow 
the latter to continue growing and to close canopy once again 

Tolerance table A mechanism to provide you with operational flexibility in carrying 
out the work in your work programme 

Transitional 
woodland 

Also known as successional woodland, this low density woodland-
type with native broadleaves and open habitats is expected to attain 
at least 10-20% canopy cover within ten years, 20% within fifteen 
years, and 50% in the long-term, and if it does not then the land is to 
be planted to achieve at least these proportions of tree cover. A 
proportion of conifers may also be appropriate in some successional 
woodlands but is not normally expected to dominate 

Tree Pest A pathogen, or any living organism other than a vertebrate animal, in 
any stage of its existence, which is injurious or likely to be injurious 
to any tree or wood and includes a culture of such a pathogen or 
organism as defined in the Plant Health (Forestry) Order 2005 

Work programme Your programme of work for your forest management unit included 
as schedule 2 of your approved forest management plan 

WSAP The Woodland Strategy Advisory Panel, an advisory panel to Welsh 
Ministers on the implementation of the Wales Woodland Strategy 
and its periodic reviews 
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Yield class A measure of productivity of gross increment per gross hectare per 
year 
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