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Introduction 
Filming and photography supports the Welsh economy, plays an important role in raising 
the country’s profile as a visitor destination and brings enjoyment to many. We want to 
encourage responsible filming and photography on Natural Resource Wales’s (NRW) 
managed land and have outlined, here, how we can achieve this.  
 

Definition 
Here, we explain the types of filming and photography visitors can undertake on NRW 

managed land. This includes: 

Please note: This statement doesn’t cover the use of drones for filming and photography 

 

Where you can go without needing our permission 
Handheld filming and photography equipment is a typical accessory for recreation. While 

on foot, you can film or photograph for recreational purposes on all public rights of way and 

open access land.  

 

When you’ll need permission from us 
• If the filming or photography is for film, TV or other commercial purposes, you’ll need 

our permission and you may have to pay a charge.  

• If the filming or photography is for a news item, you’ll need our permission but there 

won’t be any charge. 
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How we support filming and photography 
• We will follow our Guiding Principles for community involvement with land that we 

manage. 

• We welcome filming and photography on our sites as long as the operation is practical 

and doesn’t contradict our core values or cause damage to the environment. 

• We apply a fee structure based on the type and scale of your activity. Which includes:  

­ The length of time you need to use the site 

­ How long it takes to return the site to normal 

­ The size of the operation (how many extra facilities are needed e.g. catering, welfare, 

make-up, lighting, equipment and parking) 

­ NRW staff time to manage the operation  

­ Legal fees 

• We may reduce or waver charges for films or photography made on the estate if we feel 

it directly promotes NRW’s work. 

 
 

What you’ll need to do 
• Provide enough lead-in time for the type and scale of your operation, especially for 

larger operations needing exclusive use or third party permissions (e.g. from other land 

owners). Insufficient lead-in time can cause NRW serious management issues, please 

make sure you contact us in good time.  

• Secure sites sufficiently during filming and incorporate effective public safety into your 

planning and management of filming operations. As NRW managed land is open to the 

public, you must always take due care of public safety during any operation carried out 

on our land. 

• Provide any extra resources you need to inform other users and manage public access 

during filming. This is particularly important if an operation needs added infrastructure, 

such as improved access for vehicles, catering units or film sets, or if an operation 

needs the site exclusively. 

• Make plans to ensure no trace of your operation is left and sites are returned to their 

previous condition – especially for large operations where site reinstatement can take 

more time and resources. 

• If you’re planning to film in areas designated for nature conservation, please ensure you 

have all necessary licences well in advance. In these areas, we’ll be particularly 

cautious about the operation’s impact on conservation features. 

• Make sure to give us sufficient warning if you intend to use helicopters or drones during 

filming. Aerial filming can disturb wildlife and other site users, and create an invasion of 

personal privacy. Also, there may be a resource management issue around landing 

pads and fuel storage for helicopters.  

• Where possible, you should also acknowledge NRW in credits and related publicity. 
 

  

https://nrwcms001.azurewebsites.net/media/686612/guiding-principles.pdf


 

 

Page 3 of 3 
www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk Live Document – Review date 01/09/2019 
www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk 

How you can apply for permission 
To apply for permission to use NRW managed land for filming and photography, please 

contact the regional team in your area. Their contact details can be found in the following 

document: 

 

NRW managed land permissions contact sheet 
 

 

Who to contact for more information  
If you’d like further information, you can find out more using the following links:  

 

• Wales Screen: www.businesswales.gov.wales/walesscreen  

• British Film Institute: www.bfi.org.uk  
 

 

https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/684200/woodlands-and-you-contact-details.pdf?mode=pad&rnd=131636874110000000
http://www.businesswales.gov.wales/walesscreen
http://www.bfi.org.uk/

