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Blaenau Gwy ï Disgrifiad cryno 
 
Ąôr dyffryn cul, dwfn hwn © Gwy rhwng Pumlumon ar y naill du, a bryniau Sir Faesyfed ar y 
tu arall. Mae llawer oôr llethrau is yn goediog, ond yn uwch i fyny ceir gweunydd agored, 
gyda chreigiau a mariandir, weithiau. Mae cyfeiriad gogledd-orllewinol / de-ddwyreiniol y 
dyffryn yn anarferol yn y rhan hon o Gymru, ond yn gyfleus ar gyfer priffordd de-gogledd yr 
A470. 
  
Bu tref Rhaeadr Gwyôn ganolfan porthmyn ac yn dref marchnad yn y gorffennol, ond 
heddiw maeôn brysur gydag ymwelwyr ar eu ffordd tua thirluniau deniadol cronfeydd Cwm 
Elan yn y gorllewin. 
 
Mae Gwyôn gyfoethog iawn ei golygfeydd aôi ll°n gwerin, aôr rhan hon ywôr mwyaf dramatig 
a neilltuol oôi thaith trwyôr bryniau. Tyst i brydferthwch naturiol y dyffryn yw plas Doldowlod, 
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a adeiladwyd o fewn parc oôr 19eg ganrif yn dȒ haf a chwaraeon yn null oes Elisabeth. 
Saif, o dan goedwig grog serth, ar deras islawôr A470, lle mae Gwyôn gwyro. 
 

Summary description 
 
This deep, narrow valley carries the River Wye between the adjacent Pumlimon and 
Radnorshire Hills upland areas.  Many of the lower slopes are clothed in woodland.  Higher 
hillsides are open moorland, sometimes with rocks and scree.  The unusual NW-SE valley 
alignment conveniently carries the main north-south A470 road.   
 
The bustle of the town of Rhayader is somewhat in contrast, historically being a droversô 
resting place and market town, but today a distinctly leisure-orientated destination based 
on the draw of the picturesque waterscapes of the nearby Elan reservoirs to the west. 
 
The Wye possesses a wealth of visual and folklore associations and the length within this 
area is the most dramatic and distinctive of its upland sections.  Testament to the natural 
beauty of the valley is Elizabethan-style Doldowlod House as a summer and sport retreat, 
set within a C19th park and garden and set  beneath a steep hanging wood on a terrace 
beneath the A470 in a bend of the Wye.  
 

Key Characteristics 

A deep valley between major upland areas - with narrow, twisting, spectacular 
sections, and underlain by Silurian sandstones, shales and mudstones, intersected by 
older, Ordovician, Llanvirn Series shales. 

Till and boulder clay deposits - south easterly ice flows carved through the valley, 
leaving behind deposits.  Previous courses of the Wye are also displayed in alluvial 
deposits visible in small cliffs. 

River Wye - entering the area in a wide, open valley and then coursing through a narrow 
valley as its waters gathers momentum.  Fast flowing tributary streams drain from the 
surrounding uplands. 

Ecologically outstanding - with wetland habitats such as riparian (riverside) woodlands 
and submerged aquatic plants.  It is also home to nationally important species such as 
the white-clawed crayfish.   

Woodland - Valley sides are often clothed in mixed woodland, with coniferous forestry 
and improved sheep pasture.   

Floodplain - loamy soils give rise to wet grasslands and rush pasture.  

Field boundaries - enclosed by mature hedgerows with frequent hedgerow trees. 

Settlement is sparse, with the main centres being Rhayader and Llangurig at river 
crossing points.  Elsewhere, scattered small settlements and farmsteads lie on the valley 
slopes and bottoms along roads. Elan Village (Arts-and-Crafts style), built for the Elan 
Valley reservoirs construction workers; Medieval remains of Rhayader castle and historic 
houses and gardens overlooking the Wye. 

The main A470 and A44 roads - run parallel to the river, introducing busy traffic noise 
and movement into the otherwise spectacular valley landscape. 

 

Visual and Sensory profile 
 
This small, narrow area is familiar to road travellers as a distinctly defined section along 
the A470, the main north-south route through Wales.  From the road, the area is generally 
seen as a picturesque rural valley set deep within surrounding hills, with the Cambrian 
Mountains enclosing it to the west and the steep sides of the Radnorshire Hills to the east.  
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However, there are ever-changing views, as the valley twists, with hills on either side 
opening and closing the vista. 
 
A more intimate perspective is to be gained from the minor roads on the west side of the 
valley, from which the A 470 appears well integrated and not particularly intrusive, 
constrained by the steep valley sides, and well-screened by roadside hedges and trees. It 
is seldom busy or noisy, nor are views of it extensive as it is repeatedly negotiates the 
many natural bluffs which hide it from view.  
 
The steep valley slopes give way to open hillsides with rocks and rough ground and open 
bleak, often cloud-covered tops.  In places this rough, craggy, open land sweeps down 
almost to the valley bottom, but in other more benign places, the fields reach up the 
hillsides. In comparison, the sheltered lower slopes have small fields, woods and hedges, 
with scattered farms along the lower slopes. At intervals, especially on the western side, 
there are enclaves within the hillsides where more secluded hill-farms sit back from the 
main valley against the mountain wall. The river itself is fast-flowing, its banks often 
clothed in woods, which hide its waters from view. At bridging points, the sound of flowing 
water drowns out any nearby traffic noise.  
 
Upstream from Rhayader, the valley is particularly distinctive and enclosed as it cuts 
through the elevated  blocks of land on either side.  Here the river is slighter and more 
youthfull, with areas of rapids and rocks. Beyond Llangurig, where the river flows into the 
area from the west, the valley has a sweeping open, upland character.  
 
At Rhayader the valley opens into a wider vale or bowl that extends west along the Elan 
valley. This presents as softer country, with undulating fields and small woods, centred 
around a wooded hill, Coed y cefn, away from the main road. 
 
Rhayader is an attractive, small town, typical of mid Wales, with its bridge over the river 
and mix of building styles, serving as a local focus. The clock tower forms a distinctive 
landmark at the junction of the A470 and A 44 at the centre of the town. Downstream of its 
confluence with the Elan, the Wye becomes a larger and broader river as the valley 
widens, but constrained in places by ridges as it merges into the broader vales of the Irfon 
and Ithon area (rLCA27).  
 

  
The Wye valley from edge of the Cambrian Mountains at Monksô Trod, above Nannerch. 
© Bronwen Thomas 
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The enclosed, twisting, rugged, wooded valley of the Upper Wye.  © John Briggs 
 

  
View north from a minor road on the west side of the valley north of Rhayader.  © John Briggs 
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From the mountain road, west of Rhayader, looking across where the valley has become a 
wide basin, with the hill of Coed-y-Cefn in centre  © Bronwen Thomas 
 

  
The upper River Wye  © John Briggs 
 


