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Bryniau Swydd Amwythig (allgreigiau) ï Disgrifiad cryno 
  
Ni ellir amgyffred yr ardal fechan, anghymesur hon heb gyfeirio at dirweddau cyfagos 
Bryniau Swydd Amwythig tuaôr dwyrain. Yn y swydd honno mae mwyafrif y trumiau aôr 
dyffrynnoedd hirion hyn, aôu tuedd dde-orllewinol - gogledd-ddwyreiniol. Maen nhwôn 
cynnwys Carneddau Teon, Cefn Hirfynydd, a Chefn Gweunllwg: ond mae rhan oôr dirwedd 
hon yn ymestyn i Gymru, lle mae ardal fryniog fechan ar ochr ddwyreiniol Dyffryn Hafren 
wediôi gwahanu rhag gweddill ucheldir Cymru ymhellach tuaôr gorllewin. Dyma fryniau 
Cornatyn, Roundton, Cefn Digoll, Moel y Golfa, Treberfedd aôr Breiddin, pob un ©ôi 
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nodweddion unigryw. Cynhwysir y dyffrynnoedd rhwng y bryniau, ac yn neilltuol, Bro 
Trefaldwyn.    
  
Tirwedd amaethyddol yw hon. Mae iddi lawr gwlad ffrwythlon â gwrychoedd cymen, coed 
aeddfed a sawl blanhigfa goed. Cymeriad mynyddig sydd iôr bryniau uchaf, gan gynnwys 
rhostir o bwys ecolegol mawr ar fryn Cornatyn. Mae arddulliau adeiladu cymysg y pentrefi 
yn adlewyrchuôr ffaith fod yma ffin: ond yn ddiwylliannol, rhan o Faldwyn yw hon. Mae 
Clawdd Offaôn mynd trwyôr ardal, ac y mae yma gaerau a chaeau cynhanesyddol a 
chanoloesol, chwareli, tai bonedd bychain a phentrefannau. Y prif anheddiad yw pentref 
Trefaldwyn, i fyny ar fryn gydaôi gastell, mewn man o bwys hanesyddol lle gellir gweld tuaôr 
gogledd, y gogledd-ddwyrain aôr de-ddwyrain. Heddiw y maeôn lle tawel, gwledig, gan 
gadw llawer o bensaernïaeth werinol, nodweddiadol. 
 

Summary description  
 
Sense of this small, irregularly shaped area is only gained with reference to the adjacent 
landscapes of the Shropshire Hills in England to the east.  The majority of the SW-NE 
trending long ridged hills and vales lie within Shropshire.  These include The Stiperstones, 
Long Mynd and Wenlock Edge.  However part of this landscape spills over into Wales, 
forming a small area of hills on the eastern side of the Severn Valley that is physically 
separate from the main areas of Welsh upland that rise further to the west.  The principle 
hills in Wales are Corndon Hill, Roundton Hill, Long Mountain, Moel y Golfa, Middletown 
Hill and the Breidden Hills, each being distinctive in their own right.  Intermediate vales, 
notably the Vale of Montgomery, are included.   
 
This is an agricultural landscape.  It has fertile lowlands with neat hedgerows, mature trees 
and a number of woodland plantations.  The highest hills have an upland character and 
include moorland with high ecological importance on Corndon Hill.  Villages have mixed 
building styles reflecting this border area but culturally it is distinctly Montgomeryshire. 
Offaôs Dyke runs through the area and there are prehistoric and medieval fortifications, 
field systems, quarries and small gentry houses and hamlets.  The main settlement is the 
village of Montgomery, whose elevated location and castle occupy historically important 
vantage points, notably north, north-east and south-east.  Today it is a peaceful, rural 
place, retaining much distinctive vernacular architecture.  
 

Key characteristics 

Outlying hills ï a group of distinctive hills that are physically separate from the main 
upland areas of Wales this rise to the west, but that relate in many ways to those further 
east in Shropshire. 

Hills, scarps ï Ordovician sandstone long ówhale-backô ridges and concial or steep sided 
hills with localised tuff / volcanic rock and igneous rock outcrops. 

Vales and lower hills - seasonally wet silty soils over shale support lush, grazing pasture 
interspersed with deciduous woodland on the lower slopes / foothills. 

Upland hill tops - thin, infertile soils on the sandstones / volcanic rocks of the hill crests 
support moorland grassland. Corndon Hill is the largest upland area and has ecologically 
rich moorland and wet woodland 

Dramatic and abrupt elevation of Breiddon Hills ï notably from the Severn valley flood 
plain, and notably with a prominent quarrying scar. 

Hilltop and defensive sites - prehistoric ritual sites on the hilltops, such as the burial 
cairns on Corndon Hill, Medieval moated sites in the Vale and in the well preserved 
section of Offaôs Dyke falling within the area, as well as Montgomery Castle. 

Montgomery town and castle ï medieval walled town and strategic defensive vantage 
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point over the vale of Montgomery, with distinctive architecture. 

Settlement generally confined to the Vale - associated with historic river crossing 
points, for example, at Church Stoke.  

Open views across the Vale - and neighbouring Severn Valley.  Views from 
Montgomery into England.   

Field pattern - Larger scale fields and straighter boundaries than in much of the rest of 
Wales, but with exceptions e.g. around Corndon and Roundton Hills, where the pattern is 
more characteristically small scale, with high hedges and narrow lanes. 

Very rural 

 

Visual and Sensory Profile 
 
There is a dominant pattern of SW-NE trending ówhalebackô ridges and the intermediate 
vales and scarps.  Some of the higher hills are crowned with open moorland, and many 
have woodland on steeper slopes.  The shapes of each hill are distinctive.  On hill slopes 
there is a patchwork of small pasture fields, giving way to arable lands in the vales with the 
most prominent land marks being the hills.   
 
The group that includes the Breidden Hills, Moel y Golfa, and Middletown Hill are widely 
visible as a distinctive range from adjacent lowlands in Shropshire.  The juxtaposition of 
the northern side of the Breiddon Hills by the extensive flood plain of the Severn Valley is a 
spectacular contrast, with its steep cliffs, scree, and woodland overlooking the flat, open 
meadows.  However the large and very visible Criggion Quarry in this hillside is a widely 
visible and very significant visual detractor to the scene.   
 
Long Mountain has a distinct whaleback ridge but as it is enclosed with rectilinear, straight 
field boundaries and farmed to its summits, it does not actually have the feel of a 
mountain.  It has a low incidence of individual or hedgerow trees and some significant 
blocks of mixed woodland on lower western slopes in association with ódinglesô, creating a 
an enclosed in contrast to the summit where exposed skies and open views dominate. 
 
Corndon Hill, Lan Fawr and Roundton Hill have a more dramatic, upland character, rising 
from an area of mosaic and grazed farmland, with dramatic views to Long Mynd to the 
east, and across the rolling lowland towards Afon Hafren river valley.  The hills create a 
landscape of often sinuous line, with localised landform variation and containment 
provided by the undulating and often wooded foothills.  Its foothills are traversed by a 
network of narrow, winding rural lanes, creating intimacy and enclosure.  There is a 
patchwork of undulating pastoral fields, scrub and deciduous woodland, together with the 
network of field boundary hedgerows and trees. 
 
The main Vale of Montgomery is a broad, flat, mixed agricultural landscape.  There is a 
regular pattern of medium to large sized fields, managed hedgerows with many hedgerow 
trees.  There are many clear views of the hills and scarps to the north and south and to 
adjacent higher landscapes to the east and west.   Settlements provide enclaves of historic 
and architectural interest within this predominately rural landscape, the townscape of 
Montgomery being particularly notable, elevated above the vale yet under the ruined walls 
of its castle.  The generally quiet, rural atmosphere of the area is notable. 
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Roundton Hill with Corndon Hill to the background right. © John Briggs 

 
 

 

 
Corndon Hill from Montgomery Castle © John Briggs 
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Long Mountain (distance, right) as seen from Montgomery Castle, looking across the Vale 
of Montgomery © John Briggs 

 
Corndon Hill and the Vale from south of Montgomery © John Briggs 

 

 
Moel y Golfa and Middletown Hill from the south. © John Briggs 


