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An ancient pedigree
Radnor Forest was once a royal hunting ground which wasn’t a forest in the modern

sense of being a heavily wooded area, but in the medieval sense of “forest”
being an unenclosed area used for hunting deer. The area still called Radnor

Forest is a land of hill farming and great moorlands, steep narrow valleys
and hills, rising up to the highest point in Radnorshire, Black Mixen at

650m (2150ft).

Nowadays the wooded part of Radnor Forest is looked after by Forestry
Commission Wales on behalf of the Welsh Assembly Government.

Forest with a view
Open areas within the forest offer stunning views to Cader Idris and

Snowdonia in the north-west, the Long Mynd to the north-east, across to
the Malvern hills to the east and the Brecon Beacons to the south. It has
been said that if you travel due east from the Black Mixen hill at the top

of the forest the next highest point you come to is the Russian Urals!

Enjoying Radnor Forest
Apart from areas where trees are being cut down the forest is open to

all on foot, horseback and mountain bike. A local company (Dragon
Driving) also provide carriage drives through the forest. Numerous public

rights of way run through the forest and can be used to link up different areas
without having to stick to the forest roads.

If you enjoy these walks why not try the 7 mile linear Radnor Forest Valleys Walk. This is a waymarked route
linking up the villages of Bleddfa, Llangunllo, Pilleth, Whitton and Cascob, all places of interest surrounding
the forest offering you the chance to find out more about and explore the surrounding countryside. Leaflets

are downloadable from website www.radnorforest.com or from various local pubs. B&B’s and TIC’s.

Hen hanes
Roedd Coedwig Maesyfed neu Fforest Clud yn dir hela brenhinol ar un adeg.
Nid coedwig fel yr ydym ni’n meddwl amdani, sef ardal o dan orchudd o
goed, ydoedd, ond, yn yr ystyr ganoloesol, darn o dir heb ei gau lle byddid
yn hela ceirw. Mae’r ardal hon, a elwir yn Goedwig Maesyfed hyd y dydd
heddiw, yn cynnwys ffermydd mynydd a gweundiroedd mawr, dyffrynnoedd
cul a dwfn a bryniau sy’n codi i’r man uchaf ym Maesyfed, Black Mixen
(2150tr).

Erbyn heddiw, mae Comisiwn Coedwigaeth Cymru yn gofalu am y rhan
goediog o Goedwig Maesyfed ar ran Llywodraeth Cynulliad Cymru.

Coedwig gyda golygfeydd
O’r ardaloedd agored o fewn y goedwig ceir golygfeydd gwych o Gadair
Idris ac Eryri yn y gogledd-orllewin, Long Mynd yn y gogledd-ddwyrain,
bryniau Malvern yn y dwyrain a Bannau Brycheiniog yn y de. Dywedir, os
byddwch yn teithio i’r dwyrain o Black Mixen yn rhan uchaf y goedwig,
mai’r man uchaf y dewch o hyd iddo wedyn fydd Mynyddoedd Ural yn
Rwsia!

Mwynhau Coedwig Maesyfed
Ac eithrio’r rhannau o’r goedwig lle’r ydym yn cwympo coed, gallwch deithio
drwy’r goedwig gyfan ar droed, ar gefn ceffyl neu ar feic mynydd. Mae cwmni
lleol (Dragon Driving) yn cynnig teithiau mewn car a cheffyl drwy’r goedwig. Ceir
sawl hawl mynediad cyhoeddus drwy’r goedwig, a gellir eu defnyddio i gysylltu gwahanol
ardaloedd heb orfod glynu ar y ffyrdd coedwig.

Os ydych yn mwynhau cerdded, beth am roi cynnig ar Lwybr Dyffrynnoedd Coedwig Maesyfed, sy’n 7 milltir o
hyd ac yn llwybr syth. Mae’r llwybr hwn wedi’i farcio, ac mae’n cysylltu pentrefi Bleddfa, Llangynllo, Pyllalai
(Pilleth), Llanddewi yn Hwytyn (Whitton) a Chasgob, yr oll ohonynt yn fannau diddorol. Gallwch llwytho taflenni
i lawr o wefan Cymdeithas Dyffrynnoedd Coedwig Maesyfed, www.radnorforest.com, ac maent ar gael hefyd
mewn nifer o dafarndai lleol, lleoedd Gwely a Brecwast a Chanolfannau Croeso.
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Last refuge of the Wolf
The nearby village of Bleddfa (meaning ‘Place-of-the-wolf’) gives a clue to this area’s facinating

history. Tradition has it that the marouding wolves of the ancient hunting forest of Radnor
were finally cleared by being driven into the valley here and shot - the last wolves in Wales.

Nowadays Radnor Forest is a more tranquil place and ideal for a woodland stroll.

How to find Fishpools
From Knighton take the A488 to Bleddfa (approx five and half miles). Continue along this road for just over a mile

and you will find Fishpool car park on your left.

Fishpools Trail:
From the car park, you will soon pass the old Birmingham Water Board sighting tower. This was used to survey the line of the 73

mile long pipeline from the Elan Valley to the Midlands, which uses gravity alone to get it to the Frankley reservoir west of
Birmingham.

A little further on stop at the first of two viewpoints on the trail (with a bench) and take in the beautiful views to the west, out
across the valley towards Llanfihangel Rhydithon and the hills surrounding Abbey Cwm Hir and Llandrindod Wells in the distance.

Halfway round the trail is the Turbary loop, an area of high conservation value which provides valuable habitat within the forest
as it features the kind of vegetation found before intensive sheep grazing and tree planting took place. There is a short-cut back

to the car park from this point, just follow the signs.

Further along the trail the second viewpoint has a bench (great spot for coffee or a
picnic lunch!) to take in the views to the east, down to the village of Bleddfa

and towards the Lugg valley and the old battle site at Pilleth in
the distance. From here follow the trail downhill and through
an area of large conifers. These mature trees provide a home
for larger birds of prey such as buzzard and goshawk. Leave

these large conifers and head back to the car park. This walk
is not too strenuous but sensible footwear is recommended.
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I gael rhagor o wybodaeth, cysylltwch â

Comisiwn Coedwigaeth Cymru
Rhanbarth Coedwig Coed y Gororau
Powell’s Lane
Y Trallwng
SY21 7JY

ffôn. 0845 604 0845
e-bost: fcwales@enquiries.gsi.gov.uk

www.forestry.gov.uk/cymru

To find out more contact:

Forestry Commission Wales
Coed y Gororau FD
Powell’s Lane
Welshpool
SY21 7JY

tel. 0845 604 0845
email: fcwales@enquiries.gsi.gov.uk

www.forestry.gov.uk/wales
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Llwybr coetir
cyfeirbwyntiedig
sy’n arwain i olygfan
ffantastig dros bentref
Bleddfa a’r ardal wledig
oddi amgylch. Mae’n werth
cymryd ychwaneg o amser
i gerdded o gwmpas
y rhostir ar y daith
Mawndir ddolennog.
Ers talwm fyddai gan bobl
leol yr hawl i ‘dorri mawn’
- gogyfer tanwydd.

moderate
2 hours

330ft (100m) climb
2.7m   4km

A waymarked woodland
trail leads you to the

fantastic viewpoint over
Bleddfa village and the
surrounding countryside.
The extra time to walk

round the heathland on
the Turbary loop is well

worth it. Here local
people once had the

right to ‘turbary’ - cutting
peat for fuel.

Llwybr FishpoolsThe Fishpools Trail

Noddfa ddiwethaf y Blaidd
Ceir cliw i hanes diddorol iawn yr ardal o bentref cyfagos Bleddfa (sef ‘Lle’r blaidd’). Yn ôl
traddodiad cafodd bleiddiaid ysbleiddgar o goedwig hela hynafol Maesyfed eu clirio yn y
diwedd wrth iddynt gael eu hymlid i’r dyffryn yma a’u saethu - y bleiddiaid diwethaf yng
Nghymru. Heddiw mae Coedwig Maesyfed yn fan tawel ac yn le delfrydol i fynd am dro.

Sut mae cael hyd i Fishpools
Cymerwch yr A488 o Drefyclo i Fleddfa (tua phum milltir a hanner). Ewch ar hyd y ffordd hon am ychydig dros filltir,
ac mae maes parcio Fishpools ar y chwith.

Llwybr Fishpools:
Walks box from panel plus info below:
Ar ôl gadael y maes parcio, byddwch cyn bo hir yn mynd heibio i dŵr gwylio Bwrdd Dŵr Birmingham. Oddi yma, byddai’r peirianwyr
dŵr yn mesur llinell y bibell ddŵr 73 milltir o hyd a oedd yn rhedeg o Gwm Elan i gronfa ddŵr Frankley, 6 milltir o Birmingham,
gan ddefnyddio disgyrchiant yn bennaf.

Ychydig ymhellach ymlaen, arhoswch yn y gyntaf o’r ddwy wylfan ar y llwybr (ceir mainc yma) a mwynhewch y golygfeydd hardd
i’r gorllewin ar draws y dyffryn tua Llanfihangel Rhydieithon a’r bryniau o gwmpas Abaty Cwm-hir a Llandrindod yn y pellter. Hanner
ffordd ar hyd y llwybr mae dolen y Fawnog (Turbary loop), sef ardal o werth cadwraethol uchel sy’n gynefin gwerthfawr o fewn
y goedwig gan ei fod yn cynnwys y math o lystyfiant a oedd yma cyn plannu coed a chyflwyno defaid. Ceir
llwybr cyflym yn ôl at y maes parcio oddi yma: dilynwch yr arwyddion.

Ymhellach ar hyd y llwybr mae’r ail wylfan, lle ceir mainc (dyma le da i gael coffi neu
bicnic). Oddi yma, gallwch weld y golygfeydd i’r dwyrain, i lawr i bentref Bleddfa a thua
dyffryn Llugwy a’r hen safle brwydr ym Mhyllalai yn y pellter. Dilynwch y llwybr i lawr yr
allt drwy ardal o goed conwydd mawr. Mae’r coed aeddfed hyn yn gartref i adar mawr
megis y boncath a gwalch Marthin. Ewch yn ôl tua’r maes parcio. Nid yw hwn yn
llwybr anodd iawn, ond rydym yn argymell eich bod yn gwisgo esgidiau cysurus.

Y Blaidd / The Wolf
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