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Newborough’s diamond anniversary

Sixty years ago, Newborough Warren and
Ynys Llanddwyn became one of Wales’s
first National Nature Reserves (NNR).
A programme of events this summer
and autumn will celebrate the reserve’s
spectacular features - this haven for wildlife
and much-loved recreation site for people
from near and far.
Graham Williams, Reserve Warden said:
“Our programme of events will capture
the reserve’s diversity – covering wildlife,
history, mythology and geology. There will
be open days, evening talks and guided
walks - something for everyone.”
Back in 1955, the area looked very different
from what we see today. Dubbed the
‘Welsh Sahara’ in a newspaper article at the
time, the warren was a huge expanse of
open, shifting dunes dissected by the pre
Cambrian rock ridge. Since then, bare sand
has reduced by 87 per cent at Newborough,
in favour of grassland. Now, the Warren is
one of the most flower rich areas in Wales.
Today, the site is easy to access. But a trip
to Llanddwyn in 1955 must have felt like a
real adventure! There were only a few sandy
tracks to the beach through continually
mobile towering dunes and wet slacks.
In 1955 the forest plantation was just a few
years old, with only small areas planted
with Corsican pine. The plantation now
covers more than 700 hectares and,
through sympathetic management, is now
developing into a more diverse habitat, and
a valued recreational resource whilst still
maintaining its commercial aims.

Graham added: “Today, National Nature
Reserves are more important than ever,
providing a sanctuary for wildlife and
people in an increasingly hectic world.
Things are constantly changing in this
dynamic coastal dune environment.
And they will continue to change for the
next 60 years and beyond.”

Celebrating
Newborough at 60
Join our staff on site to
enjoy and learn more about
Newborough’s wonderful
natural and historic
environment

A place of learning…
Every year, school, college and university
groups come to study Newborough’s
outstanding geology, habitats and
species and the influence man has had
on them.
With its beautiful beach, vast areas of
dunes, lakes, ponds and forest as well as
saltmarsh and shingle spit at Abermenai
Point, there is plenty to explore at
Newborough. The site is also popular to
study geology - Ynys Llanddwyn’s PreCambrian rocks are 500 million years old
after all!
NRW education officers provide high
quality field trips to suit all groups. Book
an education visit by emailing Karen.
rawlins@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk

Saturday
4th July 2015,
10.00a.m. - 4.30p.m.
The day will include
guided walks, talks,
exhibitions and children’s
activities.

Look out for
more ‘Celebrating
Newborough’ events –
details will be on our
website and a flyer will
be distributed locally.

Newborough schoolchildren created a willow
sculpture at Newborough. Located next
to Llyn Rhos Ddu car park, it is now well
established, and looks better than ever!

www.cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
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A plea for the birds
Spring at Newborough sees an explosion
of nature, when nesting birds busy
themselves with territorial displays,
nest building, breeding, egg laying and
rearing chicks.
Each habitat boasts a special range
of birds. The grasslands are home to
ground nesters such as meadow pipit,
skylark and stonechat.
The high forest provides habitat for
chaffinch, crossbills and blackcap.
The beaches support wading birds such
as oystercatcher and ringed plover.
These are among the most vulnerable

nesting birds, choosing to nest in a
simple scrape among scattered pebbles.
Graham Williams, Newborough Warden
says: “Nesting birds have to fight hard to
ensure their young survive – in the face
of predatory stoats, gulls and crows; bad
weather conditions and disturbance.”

New booth making a
difference!
The new booth at the main entrance to
Newborough, managed by former local
post mistress Fiona Jones, is working
well. It is reducing queues at busy
periods and providing a sale point for
annual and resident passes.

You can do your bit to help the birds.
During the nesting season, from April to
August, please keep to the way-marked
paths, keep your dog on a lead and
respect dog restrictions. With your help
we can safeguard the wonderful wildlife
at Newborough for all to enjoy.

Ringed plover’s eggs among
the pebbles

Planning for the future

Creating diversity in the dunes
Work recently completed on the
open warren and at the front of the
forest has created around 14 hectares
of superb bare sand habitat. This is
just one per cent of the whole site,
bringing the total area of bare sand at
Newborough to four per cent. The work
will bring a real boost to biodiversity,
helping rare plants and insects such
as petalwort, sand wasps, mining bees
and rare beetles that are on the brink of
extinction in the area.
Graham Williams, Reserve Manager
said: “The site needed a helping
hand, because the stabilised dunes
weren’t providing the right diversity of
conditions needed for the wildlife that
lives there.

“This work will return the dunes to a
more naturally diverse and balanced
state over the next couple of years,
enabling rare insects and plants to
re-colonise.”
Naturally mobile dunes aren’t just
good for nature. They provide a more
dynamic coastal defence system
which can adapt to storms and sea
level change. They are also fantastic
natural landscapes and great places
for everyone to enjoy.
With help from Bangor University,
NRW will record how wildlife
responds to the new habitat over the
coming years.

Your local contact
Tony Westley on 03000 655037 or Graham Williams on 03000 655251

Contact us

For all the latest information from Natural Resources Wales
contact us on 0300 065 3000
or visit our website www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
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Work will start later this year on
developing an integrated plan
for managing the whole site at
Newborough. Public engagement will
play a key part in this process, so that
the new plan captures local people and
visitors’ aspirations and use of the site,
as well as conserving and enhancing
Newborough’s outstanding features.
In the meantime, Newborough’s
Forest Management Plan has been
extended for 12 months. This is
available by emailing niwbwrch@
naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
There will be more detail on planning
for the future – and our plan for
engaging with you - in the next issue of
Newborough News.

Boardwalk Update
We have carried out some
temporary repairs to the boardwalk,
which suffered further storm
damage over the winter.
The boardwalk has been inspected
to look at options for moving it to
a more sustainable location. Plans
will be going through the planning
process soon.
We hope to start work on the
relocated boardwalk in late summer
– we’ll provide alternative access to
the beach while the work is being
done to limit disruption.
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