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Forest Management Plan: PAWS assessment form 


This form is based on PAWS restoration Guidance on Best Practice, which supports Welsh Government’s Woodland Restoration Scheme and can be applied at any scale from individual coupe to entire forest management unit. 

The PAWS assessment should cover your whole FMU, not just PAWS linked to your planned work programme. 

Please score each conservation feature for each of the three categories below (EIC, EDC & Threats). Carry this out at an appropriate scale for your needs and based on the variation of PAWS within your FMU, for example at an individual coupe level, for a discrete woodland, or for your entire FMU. Repeat as required.

There are 3 scores for the EIC and 4 scores for EDC which totals 7 scoring criteria. Scores are High, Medium and Low for each criterion. A number should be allocated to each score: High (5), Medium (3), Low (1). 

There is a maximum score of 35 (7 criteria x 5 High scores) and a minimum score of 7 (7 criteria x 1 Low scores). 

Scoring thresholds have been allocated for high, medium and low scores as follows: 
· Threshold for High score = 23 and over 
· Threshold for Medium score = 15 and over 
· Theshold for Low score = 14 and below



	

	
	Conservation feature
	Any brief notes
	Select Score (H/M/L)

	a. Ecological Importance Criteria  (EIC)
	i. Relevant designations in or around the woodland, e.g. SSSIs, PAWS, TPOs
	                                                                                                                   	                 
	
	ii. Potential contribution to the resilience of S7 habitats and priority species
	                                                                                                                   	                 
	
	iii. Woodland habitats networks for Wales (see www.datamap.gov.wales)
	                                                                                                                   	                 
	b. Ecological Development Criteria (EDC)
	i. Number, condition and appropriate diversity of mature remnant semi-natural trees and shrubs on site
	                                                                                                                   	                 
	
	ii. Presence of appropriate young ‘native’ trees and seed source
	                                                                                                                   	                 
	
	iii. Presence of specialist woodland ground flora species on site
	                                                                                                                   	                 
	
	iv. Adjacency and quality of existing semi-natural woodland
	                                                                                                                   	                 



	ECOLOGICAL POTENTIAL SCORE (EPS) (Weighted average of the HIGH, MEDIUM and LOW scores in the above 7 boxes)
	                 
	c. Threats
	i. Over-shading:
	                                                                                                                   	                 
	
	ii. Non-native regeneration:
	                                                                                                                   	                 
	
	iii. Grazing/browsing, including deer/ squirrels:
	                                                                                                                   	                 
	
	iv. Invasive non-native plant species (INNS):
	                                                                                                                   	                 
	
	v. Bracken or brambles:
	                                                                                                                   	                 



	

	Ecological Potential Score
	Restoration Aims

	High
	To achieve full restoration to native broadleaved woodland, aiming for favourable condition. Hotspots and remnants protected and bolstered with good potential to expand.

	Medium
	Transitional/Restored PAWS – to achieve a more gradual improvement towards favourable condition i.e. recovering condition (a minimum of 50% native broadleaves in the canopy) with future potential to improve condition/full restoration. Hotspots and remnants protected, buffered and bolstered by broadleaved species with potential to expand

	Low
	Managing the site as a PAWS in line with UKFS, maintaining, protecting and bolstering any ancient woodland remnants.

	Enter in the text box below your assessment of the potential restorability of this PAWS taking into account the Ecological Potential Score  and the identified Threats. Also give details of your proposed operations.
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