
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Invasive Non Native 
Species update 
Pink salmon & 
Sturgeon 
 

Wales Fisheries Forum – November 2019 
www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk Page 1 of 6 

 
 
 

 

Natural Resources Wales is urging netsmen and anglers to report unusual catches after 
the first capture of a pink salmon in the river Dee at the Chester fish trap monitoring station 
in July 2019. 

Numerous capture reports were made around the UK in 2017 especially in Scotland and 
off England’s north east coast. Pink salmon were also recorded spawning in Scotland, 
however there were few reports from the UK western coast and none in Wales.  

NRW is collecting vital data about sightings so officers can monitor the situation to 
determine any potential impact on the local environment and species. Data collected will 
help the NRW, fisheries researchers and other organisations with an interest in fisheries 
management in the United Kingdom, Ireland and Scandinavia, better understand how to 
manage the arrival of pink salmon in the UK. 

 

Non-native pink salmon caught on the River Dee July 2019  
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Unusual find 

It is quite unusual to find pink salmon in our waters, this may be the first in some 30 years, 
though there were numerous reports around the UK and Ireland in 2017  

I’d urge netsmen and anglers to contact us if they see any non-native salmon in the 
waters, with a date, location and if possible a photograph, which would really help us 
identify them and build up a picture of where they may be. 

Advice for anglers and netsmen 

We are concerned about the state of our native Atlantic salmon stocks and urge all 
netsmen and anglers to return all native salmon.  However, those who catch a non-native 
pink salmon are asked not to return the fish to the water. Instead they are asked to 
dispatch of them humanely and, if possible, make the fish available to the NRW for 
inspection and further analysis. 

- Keep the fish and do not release it back into the water (even in rivers only open for catch 
and release angling) 

- Record the date & location of capture, length and weight of fish 

- Take a photograph of the fish 

- Report it to NRWs 24-hour confidential hotline number 03000653000 without delay. 

NRW will then arrange collection of the fish for further examination. This will help establish the 
abundance and extent of distribution of the species in Welsh waters. 

Pink salmon (Oncorhynchus gorbuscha), also known as humpback salmon, originate from 
the northern Pacific Ocean. 

The appearance of the species is of concern as it may impact on Wales’ indigenous 
salmon and sea trout populations in the future. The potential impact of pink salmon is 
unclear at present; however, these fish may introduce parasites and pathogens not 
present in native salmonid fish.  Interbreeding with Atlantic salmon is unlikely as pink 
salmon spawn in late summer whereas Atlantic salmon spawn in winter. However, 
competition for food and space in nursery areas between juvenile pink and Atlantic salmon 
is possible. 

Anyone with information is asked to contact Natural Resources Wales 
Customer Care Centre 03000653000 or email fisheries@cyfoethnaturiolcymru,gov.uk 

  

mailto:fisheries@cyfoethnaturiolcymru,gov.uk
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How to identify a pink salmon: 

• Large black oval spots on the tail 
• Bluish back, silver flanks and white belly 
• Much smaller scales than an Atlantic salmon of the same size 
• Very dark mouth and tongue 
• 40-60cm in length 
• Breeding males develop a distinctive hump 

In contrast, the native Atlantic salmon typically: 

• Have no spots on the tail 
• Usually larger (up 100cm in length) 
• Pale mouth and tongue 
• Larger scales 
• One or two black spots on the gill cover 
• Spots on the back above the lateral line 
• Thicker base of tail than a pink salmon 

Photographs helping identify pink salmon 

 
      Distinctive 
spotting pattern on tail 
 

 
Ocean phase 
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Update from around the UK and Ireland 
 
In England 3 have been positively identified pink salmon reported this year, all in the North East & 
Yorkshire coastal net fishery – two near the mouth of the Tyne and one from Filey Bay in 
Yorkshire, specifically: 

In Northern Ireland confirms one pink salmon was caught in the River Bush fish trap on the 17th 
July. There have been no further reports of any pink salmon captures from the fishery bodies. 

In Scotland there were 20 fish recorded (15 by rod, 1 by net and 4 found either dead or dying post-
spawning). Most of the fish have been caught (as in 2017) in east coast rivers (Dee, Tweed, Oykel, 
Ugie, Spey, Findhorn, Esk) with only one reported from the west (Lochy).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Ireland there have been (last time I  was updated) 9 fish reported, mostly from the same west 
coast rivers as 2017 (ie Drowes, Moy and Eriff). 
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Sturgeon 
 
In September we received two separate reports of Sturgeon carcases stranded on Borth 
beach in Ceredigion and on the Taf estuary. 
  
The fish appear to be either the native Acipenser sturio (European sturgeon) or assumed 
non-native A. oxyrinchus (Atlantic). 
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The Common or European Sturgeon (Acipenser sturio) are a native species and are rarely 
seen in British waters, however a re-introduction programme in France has increased the 
potential for sightings and bycatch, with a number of catches recently reported in the 
English Channel. 

Common sturgeon is protected under the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2010, the Offshore Marine Conservation Regulations 2007 and the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981. They are also classed as a ‘Royal Fish’ and any sturgeon 
caught are the right of the Crown. 

Under current legislation it is an offence to retain, land, transport, sell or exchange these 
fish. 

What to do if you catch a common sturgeon 

It is important that any live fish are immediately returned to the sea unharmed. Due to the 
critical state of common sturgeon population numbers, the survival of each fish is 
essential. 

If a live fish is caught it should be released and the following organisations should be 
contacted: 

• Marine Management Organisation (MMO) local office 
• Cefas 
• Receiver of the Wreck (acting on behalf of the crown in relation to Royal fish) 

Any tagged fish are part of the current French re-introduction programme. If a tagged fish 
is caught please record the following information, where possible, before releasing the fish: 

• date of catch 
• location of catch  
• size and weight of the fish 
• tag number 

If a dead fish is caught please contact the MMO before making any attempt to land it, as 
this is an offence. 

The scientific community can gain valuable information from these fish, and so an 
authorised landing maybe granted to a scientific institution such as the Natural History 
Museum or Cefas. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.cefas.co.uk/contact-us/
https://www.gov.uk/report-wreck-material
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