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	Determining the suitability of other plans 

	
Please complete this form if you are submitting an UKWAS plan or other type of existing forest management plan in support of your application for regulatory approval from NRW. 

This form serves as a checklist for you to make sure your plan covers everything that we will need to consider as part of your application for regulatory approval.  Please note that there are sometimes important differences between what is contained in a forest management plan that satisfies UK Woodland Assurance Scheme (UKWAS) requirements for example, and what we need to see as a regulator.  If the information in your plan is not sufficient or detailed enough, we may require you to submit additional information which may delay our processing of your application. 

Please also note that in additional to completing this form and uploading your existing forest management plan, you will also be required to complete NRW’s work programme spreadsheet and you may be required to complete NRW’s deep peat assessment form and/or a PAWS assessment form depending on your site. 

Important notes:  

· Regarding Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) (Forestry) Regulations: If you think these apply to your proposed works and wish to seek an EIA screening opinion, you need to apply for this separately via NRW’s website Natural Resources Wales / Planning your forestry project.  Please indicate on the form whether you have requested an EIA screening opinion. If you already have an EIA screening opinion, please tell us the reference number for this. 

· Regarding Conservation of Habitat Regulations, we will determine whether a Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) is needed based on the information provided in your plan and will notify you if we require additional information. 

· Regarding European Protected Species (EPS) and UK protected species,  changes to the approach in Wales were introduced in 2026.  Please ensure you have read the guidance covering what is now required by checking information on our website Natural Resources Wales / Consider protected species during forest operations

· Regarding site sensitivities, your plan needs to cover all that are relevant from:
· Designated sites: SAC, SPA, Ramsar site, SSSI, National Nature Reserve (NNR)
· Protected landscapes and features: National Landscape (formerly AONB), Historic Park and Garden, National Park, Scheduled Monument
· Environmental sensitivities: Ancient Woodland Sites (as per Ancient Woodland Inventory covering ASNW, RAWS, PAWS & AWSU), deep peat, veteran trees, hedgerows, watercourses and waterbodies  
· Local authority considerations: Tree Preservation Order (TPO), Local Authority Conservation Area, Public Right of Way (PRoW), Council Road, planning proposal under Town and Country planning Act.
· Protected species and biodiversity: badgers, beavers, bats, dormice, otters, great crested newts, pine martens, Schedule 1 birds, red squirrels / within a red squirrel zone, water voles, deadwood.
· Site layout sensitivities:  priority habitats, wayleaves
· Tree health: Phytophthora ramorum, Ips typographus, ash dieback

· For each sensitivity, your plan should clearly state: 
· Whether they are in or adjacent to the FMU, or functionally connected to your FMU (e.g. deep peat)
· Which compartment / sub-compartments are affected
· The name of the site and description of the sensitivity
· How might your plans impact on the sensitivity and what are the risks 
· How you will reduce the impacts and risks
· Whether consultation is required

Additional information about sensitivities is provided on our website.  

· Regarding you work programme, there is a specific mandatory requirement for you to complete and upload NRW’s work programme spreadsheet, which may require you to copy information from your plan into the spreadsheet. This will help speed up our processing of your application, and also support us carrying out a review at year 5.

· If deep peat and / or Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS) are associated with your FMU, there is a mandatory requirement for you to complete and upload NRW’s deep peat assessment form and/or a PAWS assessment form as part of your application process. This is because they are relevant to our consideration of your restocking proposals.  

· Regarding your FMU tree species breakdown, there is a mandatory requirement for you to complete and upload NRW’s tree species breakdown form. Information should be provided for every sub-compartment in the FMU, not just those that link to your work programme. 



	NRW requirements to process a Forest Management Plan (FMP) application 
	Where is this information (i.e. section / page in your plan)
	Additional uploaded information? 
	Describe the information you’ve uploaded 

	1. Name of woodland and location (grid reference and nearest village / town)
	
	Select an item

	

	2. Description of your Forest Management Unit (FMU)
	
	Select an item
	

	3: Total size of your FMU (hectares)
	
	Select an item

	

	4: Number of compartments, sub-compartments and coupes in your FMU
	
	Select an item
	

	5. FMU species breakdown - size (ha) and species composition of each sub-compartment 
	See note above. Mandatory requirement to complete and upload NRW’s trees species breakdown form

	6. Sensitivities that are present. See note above. 
	
	Select an item
	

	7. Your management objectives
	
	Select an item
	

	8. How you will achieve your objectives 
	
	Select an item
	

	9. What specific actions you plan to deliver by Year 5
	
	Select an item
	

	10. Any surveying and analysis
	
	Select an item
	

	11. Your work programme
	See note above. Mandatory requirement to complete and upload NRW’s work programme spreadsheet.

	12. Deep peat assessment
	See note above. Mandatory requirement to complete and upload NRW’s deep peat assessment form. 

	13.  PAWS assessment
	See note above. Mandatory requirement to complete and upload NRW’s PAWS assessment form. 

	14. Environmental Impact Assessment 
	See note above. Please apply separately if you wish to seek an EIA screening opinion. 

	15. Other regulatory information, e.g. SPHN

	
	Select an item
	

	16. Approach and responses to consultation and engagement  
	
	Select an item

	

	17. FMU and location map
	
	Select an item
	

	18. Compartment, sub-compartment and coupe map
	
	Select an item

	

	19. Sensitivities map 
	
	Select an item

	

	20. Thinning and felling map
	
	Select an item

	

	21. Restocking map
	
	Select an item

	




	Please enter any other relevant details here that you think we should know: 
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